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; (QThe following anecdote of Professor Porson's criti- 
cal acumen, was related by the late* Professor of 
Greek, in the University of Cambridge. In the in- 
troduction to the Tale 6f a Tub^ p, 51, first edition, 
we hare the following passage : — " Fourscore and 
el^v^n pamphlets hare I wnt under three reiffns, 
and for the service of six and thirty factions." — And 
in GuUiver's Trmvelg, vol. 1. p. 22, first edition, wo 
have this : —** On each side of the gate was a small 
'window, not above six inches from the ground, into 
idiat on die left side, the King's smiths conveyed four- 
score and eleven chains^ like those that hang to a 
lady's watch in Europe, and almost as large, wfaiich 
were locked to my left leg with six and thirty pad- 
iocks/^-«From the curious coincidence of the numbers 
in these two passages, Professor Person, inferred that 
both were written by the same person, that is, from in- 
ternal evidence, that Swift was the author of th^ 
•« Tale of a TubJ^—Parihenm. 
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Basyraa cacafoassa eanaa, irraumista diaiaba caeota 
bafobor caraelaathi .* Iren. lib. i* c. 1 8. 

Juvaique novas decerpere flares, 

Insignemque mea capiti petere inde caronam, 

Unde prius nuUi velarunt ten^ora Musce. Lucret. 

Bidentem (Hcere vertmt, quid vetat ? Horace. 

* This citation, which seems all gibherish, is a 4bnn of initiation 
used by the Marcosian heretics'. De. Wotton.— " The words are 
taken from the first book of Irensus against the Pagans ; where he 
nays that the followers of the Heretic Marcus hid their mysteries 
under these Greek letters, but that the words wereHebreV ; of which 
he gives the following interpretation : " Hoc quod est super omnem 
virtutem Patris invoco, qood vocatur Lumen et Spiritus et Vita, 
quoniam in corpore regnasti." Fenardentius, the commentator on 
Irenaeus, says, that these are monstrous and bavbarous words, and 
neither Hebrew, Greek, Ohaldee, Syriac, or Arabic. In several 
ancient jaspers, agates, and onyxes, we meet with these and such like 
"extravagant words and figures, altogether as preposterous. See Chif- 
flet's Abraxas, &c." — This note is copied from one by Mr. Pate, 
whom Swift styles " the learned woollen draper ;" and who had this 
and a few others, which will be found distinguished by his name, from 
t^e Dean's own mouth. N. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following Historical Particulai*s were commuoicated 
to Mr. Nichols in 1777, by the Rev. Samuel Sal- 
TKBL, D. D. then Master of the Charter-house. 

THE " Tale of a Tub'** was planned and composed 
about 1692, by Jonathan Swift, afterwards D. D. and 
Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin; but whether by him 
alone, or in concert and conjunction with another of bis 
family and name, is not quite «o clear : as it is, that great 
part of it was ^signed in favour and in honour of ffir 
William Temple, pn whom the Swifts were dependent 
in some sort,' and under obligations to him. When the 
Tale, *fec. was first printed, Mr. Wotton speakd of it, as 
generally believed to have been written, or published 
however, by a ^rotherj of Joaathan's ; which brother, he 
adds, was preferred by Lord Somers> at Sir William 
Temple's rdquest, to a very good benefice^, in one of 



* " Gulliver's Travels'' and the ** Tale of aTob," are indisputably 
the two most capital works of Swift. It is remarkable that he never 
would own himself to be the author of> the latter ; nor is the slightest 
hint of it to be found in any of his writings." Dr. Warton. 

f Meaning Thomas^ the dean^& cousin. N. 

X Puttenham, near Guilford, ifl Surrey. As thi^ is a crown-liviqg, 
Mr. Swift's presentation to it seeou another exception to his relation 
Mr. Deane Swift's persuasion j " that no solicitation was ever made 
to the Crown by one of tlie name, from the Bestoration to this day, 
for any the least favour whatsoever j that was either worth the 
Crown's refusad, or ai^^of the fomily's acceptance: except, &c." 
S. Sr^ , 
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the most delicious parts of one of the pleasaotest coun- 
ties of England. This is invidiously aggrayated; be- 
cause Mr. Wotton conceiyed Lord Somers was indecent- 
ly played upon, ia the dedication addressed to him :^ 
and is beddes false ; at least in part : for Jonathan had 
no brother. His first cousin, Thomas Swift, one year 
only senior to him, though the son of a much elder bro- 
ther, was presented by l4ord Somei^ and probably at Sii* 
William Temple's request, to a crown living; which he 
held sixty yeai-s, and quitted but with life, in May, 1 752, 
in the eighty-seventh year of his age. The same Lord 
Somei's recommended Jonathan to Lord Wharton ; but 
without success. Thomas preacheid a sermon in Novem- 
ber, 1710, (it' is not specified where); which he piinted, 
and prefixed to it a dedication to Mr. Harley, chancellor 
of the exchequer, afterward Earl of Oxford.f It is on 
Is. xi. 13, 14, and is entitled, '* Noah's Dove; an earnest 
Exhortation to Peace; set forth in a Sermon, preached 
on the 7th of November, 1710, a Thanksgiving-day, by 
Thomas Swift, A. M. formerly chaplain to Sir William 
Temple, now Rector of Futtenham, in Surrey." Mr. 
Deane Swift says : " T. S. was a man of learning and 
abilities; but uf^ortunaiehf bred up like his father and 
grandfather, with an abhorrence and conlena|)t for all the 
Puritanical sectaries:" whence he seems to infer, that 
he neither h|id, nor could well have, th% least hope of 
rising in the church. In fact, this Seimoh, and its de- 
dication (stand as near as you please, or as you can) 
will not be found to carry with them any marks of supe- 
rior parts : ndf did Thomas 'Swift attempt giving any 
other proof, that I ever saw or heard of, to the world. 
So that, although he certainly put in his claim to a share 

* See the dedication to Lord Somers, p. 37. N. ^ < 

I See the Epistolary CorreepoadeBce, Nov. 21, 1710. W-* 
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ADVERTISEMEI^T. d 

here, it appears to have been little regarded : and Jona- 
than has as certainly the whole credit 

In March, 1766, a copy of the &Kt edition of the 
" Tale of a Tub" was sold (for 5s. M only) at an auc- 
tion of books, by S. Baker: this copy had, it seems, be- 
longed' to Sheffield Duke of Bucks; with whom Dean 
Swifl; does not appear either to have had, or to have 
wished for, any intimacy ."^ In the first blank leaf the 
duke (as is believed and there affirmed) had written these 
words : " What follows here written, is all by the hand 
of Mr. Thomas Swifl :" or something of this tenour. In 
the next page Thomas Swift has given the following 
anecdotes :f 

" The preface of the Bookseller, before the ' Battle 



* Consult on this head the Journal to Stella, Dec. 19, 1710: May 
19, and Sept. 8, 1711 . Swift says himsd^ he heve^ was in the dulce*8 
company above once; or twice at the most. — In a Life of Mr. Pope, 
printed in 1769, it is observed, that Dr. Arbuthnot took Pope 
to task, for being so much acquainted with John of Bucks ; [which 
was the cant and fanuliar name his Grace was called by.] "He 
has neither esteem nor love ipr you;*' said the Doctor ; and *' only 
wants to cheat you ;** and Pope soon found the truth of this ; but, 
though he fell into the snare, and bought aq annuity of the duke, 
being Over-^persuaded by him; yet in the end his grace over-reached 
himself; for be tujpposed, from the delicacy of Mr. Pope's constita 
tion, that he would live but a short time. . N. 

f These are, word for word, the same as what appear in a pam- 
phlet printed for Curll in 1710, with this title ; "A complete Key to * 
the Tale of a Tub ; with some accoimt of the Autiiors, the oeca- 
non sM design of writing it, and Mr. Wotton's Remarks examined « 
London, printed for Edmund Curll,. &c. Price 6d. • "Where may be 
had, a Meditation upon a Broomstick, and somewhat bfside, tUile 
dulti; by one of the authors of the Tale of a Tub, Price 6d.'* See 
&e extract from Swift^s letter to BenTooke, p. 7; and, in a letter to 
Mr. Pope, Aug. 30, 1716, the dean says, ** J had long a design upon 
ibe ears of that Curll, when I was in credit; but the rogue would ne- 
ver allow me a fair stroke at them, although my pea-^nife was drawn 
' and sharp.—** What gave this edge to the Dean's penknife was, A 
Key to the Tale^f a Tub, by Balph Noden, Esq." Curll, Azinot? 
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of the Books,' shows the cause and design of the whole 
work : which was performed by a couple of young Cler- 
gymen in the year 1697; who, having been domestic 
chaplains to Sir William Temple, thought themselves 
obl%ed to take up his quarrel ; in relation to the contro- 
vei-sy then in dispute between him and Mr. Wotton, con- 
cerning Ancient and Modern Learning. 

" The one of them began a defence of Sir William, 
under the tide of ' A Tale of a Tub;' under which he 
intended to couch the general history of Christianity : 
showing the rise of all the remarkable errors of the Bo- 
man church, in the same order they entered ; and how 
the Reformation endeavoui-ed to root them out agaili^ 
with the different temper of Luther firom Calvin, (and 
those more violent spirits,) in the way of his reforming. 
His aim is to ridicule the stubborn errors of the Romish 
churdi, and the humours of the fanatic party ; and to 
show that their superstition has something very fantasti- 
cal in it, which is common to both of them ; notwith- 
standing the abhorrence they seem to have for one an- 
other. 

" The author intended to have it very regidar ; 
and withal so particular, that he thought not to pass by 
the rise of any one single error, or its reformation. He 
designed at last to show the purity of the Christian 
Church, in the pnmitive times ; and consequently, how- 
weakly Mr. Wotton passed his judgment, and how par- 
tially ; in picefemng the modern divinity before the an- 
cient ; with a coniiitatf on of whose book he intended to 
conclude. But when he had not yet gone half way, his 
companion borrowing the manuscript to peruse, carried 
it with him to Ireland ; and, having kept it seven years, at 
last published it Imperfect : for indeed he wa3 not Mp to 
.carry it on, after the intended method ; because divinity, 
though it chanced to be his profession, b94 J^^^^a the least 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 7 

-^f his jgtudy. However, he added to it the " Battle of 
the Books;" wherein he efi^uallj pursues the niain 
de^go, of lashing Mr. Wotton : and having added a 
Jocose epistle dedicator7 to Lord Somers, and another to 
Prince Posterity, with a pleasant preface; and interlard- 
ed it witht>ne digression concerning critics^ and another 
in the modem kind^ a diird in praise of digressions, and 
a foiuth in praise of madness; (with which he was not 
unacquainted;) concludes the book with a fragment, 
which the first author made, and intended should have 
come in about the middle of the Tale, as a preliminary 
to Jade's charactei'. • 

** Having thus shown the reasons^ of the little order ob- 
served in the book, and the imperfectness of the Tale : 
it is so submftted to Ike reader's censure, 

" Thomas Swift is grandson to Sir William Davenant ;* 
Jonathan Swift is cousin-german to Thomas ; boA re- 
tainers to Sh- William Temple." 

Early in 1710 a new edition of the " Tale of a Tub*' 
was in great forwardness. The Author's Apology, dated 
June 3, 17i9, had been some time in the bookseller's 
possession^; and the cuts (thenfirst added) were delayed, 
for Sir Andrew Fountaine's approbation of the designs. 
In a lettipr to Ben Tooke from Dublin? Jttne 29, 1710 
Jonathan complains much of the liberty taken with his 
character lu the Key ; talks of trying to obtain redress; 
and adds, — " I cannot but think that little Parson Cou- 
sin of mine is at the bottom of this; for, having lent him 
a copy of some parts of, &c. [N. B.] and he showing it, 

* The celebrated author of Gondibert. He ^s born in 1605 ; sue . 
ceeded Ben JohnsiQ^ as poet-laureat in 1637; was^ knighted in 1643; 
was, for his lo7alt7, imprisoned in The Tower in 1651, and saved 
his fife by the intercession of Milton and some others. After the Re- 
storation, he obtained a patent for a pIa]r-houce ; and died April 17, 
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after I was gone for Ireland, and the thing abroad ; ke 
alFected to talk suspidooslj, as if he had some share iti 
it. If he should happen to be io town, and you light on 
him, I think yoa ought to tdl him grs^ely, that if he 
be the Author, he should set his naihe to the, &c. and 
rally him a little upon it, and tell him, if he can explaio 
some things, you will (if he pleases) set his name to the 
next edition. I should be glad to see how far the fooL- 
iith impudence rf ajibmce could go, I shall, at the end, 
take a little contemptible notice of the thing you sent 
me.*' This he performed in a single page <tf Postscript 
to i\te Apology. To Dr. Swift's letter, Ben Tooke aor* 
-fiweried, July 10 ; " As to that Cousin of yours, which 
you speak of: I neither know him, nor ever heard of 
him, till the Key mentioned him." Thusi we see, 
Thomas envied his Cousin the reputation of thfe per- 
fcnrmance ;* and speaks of him contemptuously enough ; 
as knowing little of his own profession, Divinity; and 
as little better than mocf: but Jonathan is even withhim^ 
And the world seems to be of Jonathan's side; and to 
know nothing of Thomas^f Lord Oxford, when he 
wanted to teaze or provoke Jonathan, affected to call 
him Thomas.^ The latter seems to have had no corre^p- 
pondence with the former. ,• 

* The *♦ Tale of a Tub** is a «prt of Hudibras in prose, but quite aja 
original} and has all the merits of Rabdais, without any of his weak^ 
nesscs. This is throughput the whole a mighty fund of good sense, a 
strong glow of true wit and masculine satire, actompanied with a kind 
of humpur so singularly pleasant, that no cynic can avoid smilini; 
who reads it. N. 

t He died in May 1752, in his 87th year. N. 
", ^ SeefrequeBtifX^ncesiji the Journal to Stella. .N^ 
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THE AVTBOR^S APOLOGY* 

The Tale approved of hj a great majority amon^ the 
men of taste. Some treatises ivritteb expressly against 
if; but not one syllajble in its defence. The greatest 
part of it finished in 1696; eight years before it was 
published. The Author's intention, when he began it^ 
^o irreligious <nr immoral (q^on can fairly be deduced 
from the book. The Clergy have no reason to dislike 
it. The Author's intention not having met with a can- 
did. interpretation, he declined engaging in a task he had 
proposed to himself; of examining some publications, 
that were intended against aft religion. Unfajr to fix a 
name upon an Author, who had so industriously conceal- 
ed himself. The Letter on. Enthusiasip'^ ascribed by 
several to the same Author. If the abuses in Law or 
Physic had been the subject of this treatise ; the learned 
professors in either faculty would have been more liberal 
than the Clergy. The passages which appear most 11- 



* This celebrated Letter, which was generaUx apposed to have 
been written hy Dr. Swift; and by him, with as little foundation, 
ascribed to his friend Ck)lonel Hunter ; was the production of the 
noble author of the ** Characteristics.;" in which collection it holde 
the foremost rank. It was first published hy J. Morphew, in 1708^ 
bears date In September, 1707; and was written with a view to the 
French Pec^hets, whose eBthnsiaetlc eitravaganci^a xr^ie then at 
the great^ height N» 

^ A 2 
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"10 A TALE OF A TUB. 

. able to objection, are. parodies. The Author entirety 
innocent of any intention of glancing at thtse tenets of 
Religion, which he has by some prejudiced or ignorant 

• readers beea supposed to mean. This particularly the 
case in the passage about the three wooden machines. 
An irony runs through the wfiole book. Not necessa- 
ry to take notice of treatises writteit against it The 
usual fate of common answerers to bgoks of merit is to 
sink into waste paper and oblivion. Th^ case very dif- 
ferent, when a great genius exposes a foolish, piece. Re- 
flections occasioned by Dr. King's Remarks on the Tale 
of a Tub ; others, by Mr. Wotton. The manner in which 
the Tale was fii-st published accounted for. The Frag- 
ment not printed in the way the Author intended ; being 
the ground- work of a much larger discourse.* The 
oaths of Peter why introduced. The severest strokes of 
Satire in the treatise are levelled against the custom of 
employing wit in profaneness or immodesty. Wit the 
noblest and most useful gift of huinan nature; and Hu- 
mour the most agreeable. Those who have no share of 
either, think the blow weak, because they are them- 
selves insensible. 

P. S. The Author of tlie Key wrong, in all his con- 
jectures. The whole work entirely by one hand ; the 
Author defying any one to claim thiee. lines in tlic book. 

THB^ bookseller's DEDICATION TO LORD S(Mlf ERS : 

How he finds out that Lord to be a Patron intended 
by his Author. Dedicators ridiculous, who praise their 
Pations for qualities that do not belong to them. 

* In severah parts of the Apology^ the author dweUe much on the 
circumrtances of the book having been published, while his original 
papers were rfiitiKfihis own possf^grfon. Three editions .were printed 
ill the >'e*r 1704 ; a fourth, eqrrected, Hi 1705. N. 
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THS BOOKSELLER TO THE READER! 

Tells how long he has had these papers; when ihej 
were written, and why he publidies them now. 

THE DEDICATION TO .POSTERITY : 

The Author, apprehending that Time will soon destroy 
almost all the writings of this age, complains of his ma- 
lice against modem Authors and their productions, m 
hurryii^ them so quickly off th^ scene ; and therefore 
addresses Posterity in favour oi his contemporaries ; as- 
sores him, they abound in wit, and learning, and books ; 
and for instance mentions Dryden, Tate, D'Urfey, Bent- 
1^, and Wotton. 

PREEACE. 

The Occasion and Design of this Work. 

Project for employing the beaus of the nation. Of 
modem Prefaces. Modem Wit how delicate. Method 
for penetrating into an Author's thoughts. 

Complaints of every Writer against the multitude of 
Writers, like the fat fellows in a crowd. Our Author 
insists on the common privilege of Writers; to be fa- 
vourably explwned, when not understood ; and to praise 
himseff in the modern way. This treatise without sa- 
tire : and why. Fame sooner gotten by satire, than pa- 
negyric; the subject of the latter being nairow, and that 
of the former infinite. Difference between Athens and 
England, as to general and particular satire. The Au- 
thor designs a panegyric on the world, and a modest de- 
fence of the rabble. 

Sect. I. The Introduction. A physico-mytholo- 
gical dissertation on the different sorts of oratorial ma- 
chines. Of the bar and the bench. The Author fond 
^ the munber Three; promises a panegyric on it. Qf 

A a 
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1^ A TALE OF A TU». 

pulpits; which are the best. Of ladders; on which the 
British orators surpass all others. Of the stage itlne- 
raat; the seminary of the two folmer. A physiesd rea- 
son, why those machines are elevated.. Of the airioas 
contrivance of modem theatres. These three machines 
emblematically represent the rarious sorts of Authors. 

An apologeticai dissertation for the Grub-street Wri- 
ters, against theur revolted rivals of Gresham and Will's. 
Superficial Readers cannot easily find 'out Wisdom; 
wbich is compared to several pretty things. Cmmnenta- 
riespromisedon several writings of Grub-street authors; 
as Reynard the Fo3^ Tom Thumb, Dr. Fauatus, Whit- 
tington and his Cat, the Hind and Panther, Tommy Potls, 
and The Wise Men of Gotham. The Author^s pen and 
person worn out in serving the state. Multiplicity of 
titles and defecations. 

Sect. II. TjtcR of a Tub. Of a^ Father- and bis- 
Three Sons. His will^ and his legacies to them. Of 
the young men's carriage at the banning: and of the 
genteel qualifications they acquhred in toii^n. Descrip- 
tion of a new sect, who adored their creator, the taylor. 
Of their idol, and their system. The three brothers (oh 
low the mode, against their father's will ; and get shoul- 
der-knots, by help of distinctions; gold-lace, by help (rf 
tradition ; flame-coloured satin lining, by means of a supr 
posed codicil ; silver firinge, by virtue of critical intes' 
pretation; and embroidery of Indian figures, by laying 
aside the plain literal meaning. The will at last locked 
up. Peter got into a lord's house, and after lus deadr 
lurned out his children, and took in his own brothers ia. 
their stead. 

Sfect. III. A Digression concerning Critics. Three 
scffts of Critics; the two first soi'ts now extinct. The 
true sort of Critics' genealogy ; office; defimtion^ Aa- 
l^quity of their raca proved bum PwBanias,. who i«pr«t 
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ANALYTICAL TABL£. , id 

seats tbem b j Asses lxrow:dog on Tines ; and Herodotus 
hy Asses with horns; and by an Ass, that frightened a 
Scythian army ; and Diodorus, by a Poisonous Weed ; 
and^CtesiaS) by Serpents that poison with their romitf 
and Terence, by the name of MakvoU. The true Cri- 
tic compared to a JTaylor ; and to a true Beggar. Three 
characteristics of a true modern Critic. 

Sect. IV. Talk op a Tub continued. Peter as^ 
sumes grandeur and titles f and, to support them, turns 
projector. The Author V hopes of being translated into 
foreign languages. Peter's first invention, of Terra 
AttstraUs Incognita, The second,, of a Remedy for 
Worms. The third, a Whispering-office. Fourth, an 
Insixrance-Office; Fifth, an tJniversal Pickle. Sixth> 
a set of Bulls with leaden feet Lastly, his pardons to 
malefactors; Peter*s brains turned; he plays several: 
tricks, and tui'ns out his brothers' wives. Gives his l»o- 
thers bread for mutton and for wine. Tells huge lies; 
of a Gow's mOk, that would fill 3000 churches ; of a 
Sign-post, as largo as a nian of war ^ of a House,, that 
travelled 2000 leagues. The brothers steal a c(^ of 
the will ; break open a cellar-door; and are both kicked 
out of doors by Peter. 

Sect. Y. A Digression in the modem kind. Our 
Author expatiates on his great pains to serve the public 
by instructing, and more by diverting*. The Modems 
having so far excelled the Andents, the Author gives 
ther* a receipt for a complete system of all arts and sci- 
ences, in a small pocket-volume. Several defects disco- 
vered in Homer ; and his ignoi^ance in modern invention, 
«kc. Our Author's writings fit to supply all defects. He 
justifies his [nraisii^ his own writing by modern ex* 
amples. 

Sect. VI. Tale of a Tvb continued. The Two 
lo^theKs ej,ected agree in a resolution to reform,^ accord- 
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ing to the will. They take different names; and are 
found to be of different complexions. How Martin be- 
gan rudely, but proceeded more cautiously, in reforming 
hiB coat Jack, of a different temper, and full of zeal, 
. begins tearing all to pieces. He endeavours to kindle 
up Martin to the same pitch ; but not succeeding, ther 
separate. Jack runs mad, gets many names, and foun<£ 
the sect of ^Eolists. 

Sect. VII. A Dighession in praise of Digressions. 
Digressions suited to modern palates* A proof of de- 
praved appetites ; but necessary for modem writers. Two 
ways now in use to be book-learned ; 1 . by learning Ti- 
tles; 2. l3y reading Indexes. Advantages of this last: 
and of Absta-acts. The nuodber of writers increaong 
above the quantity of matter, this ftiethod becomes ne^ 
cessaiy and useful. The Reader empowered to trans- 
plaiit this I^gression. 

Sect. VIII. Tale of a Tub continued. System 
of the ^olists; they hold wind, or spirit, to be the origin 
of all things, and to bear a great part in thehr composi- 
tioi^ Of the fourth and fifth animas attributed by them 
to man. Of their belching, or preaching. Their inspi- 
ration from Sxar/*. They use barrels for pulpits. Fe- 
male officers used for inspiration ; and why. The no- 
tion opposite to that of a Deity, fittest to form a Devil. 
Two Devils dreaded by the ^Eolists. Their relation 
with a Northern nation. The Author's respect for this 
seci. ' * 

Sect. IX. Dissertation on Madness. Great Con- 
querors of empires, and founders of sects in philosophy 
and religion, have generally been persons whose reason 
was disturbed. A small vapour, mounting to the brain^ 
may occasion great revolutions. Examples : of Hemy 
IV. who made great preparations for war, because of his 
mistress :s absence ; and of Louis XIV. whose great ae- 
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tions concli'.ded in a fistula. ExtraTag&Dl notions of 
several great philosophers, how nice to distinguidi from 
madness. Mr. Wotton's fatal mistake, in mIsapplTing 
his peculiar talents. Madness the somree of conquests 
Had systems. Advantages of. fiction and delusiiMa over 
truth and reality. The outside of things better than 
the inside. Madness, how useftd. A proposal for vi- 
siting Bedlam, and employing the divers members in a 
way useful to the pubtic. 

Sect. X, .The Author's compliments to the Readers. 
Great civilities practised between the AulJiors and 
Readers; and our Author's thanks to the whole nation. 
How well satisfied Authors and Booksellers are. To 
what occasions we owe most of the present writings. Of 
a paltry scribbler, omr Author is afraid of; and therefore 
desires Dr. Bentley's protection. He gives here his 
whole store at one meal. Usefulness of this treatise to 
different sorts of Readers; the superficial, the ignorant, 
and the leamedt Proposal for making some ample 
Commentaiies on this work; and of the usefulness of 
Commentaries for dark writers. Useful hints for th$ 
Commentators of this Treatise. 

Sect. XL The Tale of a Tub continued. The 
Authory not in haste to be at .home, shows the d^erence 
between a traveller weary or in haste, and another in 
good plight. that takes his pleasure, and views every 
pleasant scene in his way. The sequel of Jack's adven- 
tures; his superstitious veneration for the Holy Scrip- 
ture, and the uses he made of it. His flaming zeal, and 
blind submission to the Decrees. His haarangue for Pre* 
destination. He covers roguish tricks with a show of 
devotion. Affects singularity in mannans and i^)eech. 
His aversion to music and painting. His discourses 
pjovoke sleep. His groaning, and atfceting to suflfer for 
Ibe ^Qod cai4se. The great antipathy of Peter and Jack 
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made them both 1310 into extremes, where they «Ae» 
met. 

The degenerate ears of this a^e cannot aflforcl a sufi* 
dent handle to hold men by. The senses and passious 
afford many handles. Curiosity is that by which our 
Author has held his Readers so long. The rest of thi5 
story lost, &c. 

The Conclusion. Of, the proper Seasons for pul> 
lishing books. Of profound Writers. Of the ^ost of 
tVit. Sleep and the Muses nearly related. Apology 
for the Author's fits of dulness. Method and Reason 
* the laccjpiies of Invention. Our Author's great coUeo 
tion of Flowers of litde use tiU now. 

A DISCOURSE CONCERNING THE MECHANICAL OPERA^ 
TION OF THE SPIRIT. 

The Author at a loss what title to give this piece^ 
finds, after much pams, that of A Letter to a Friend to be 
most in vogue. Of modem excuses for baste and negli'r 
gCDce, &c. 

Sect. I. Mahomet's fancy of being carried to Hear 
Ten by an Ass, followed by many Christians. A great 
affinity between this creature and man. That talent of 
' bringing his rider to Heaven the subject of this Dis* 
course : but for Ass and Rider the Author uses the sy- 
nonymous terms of Enlightened Teacher and Fanatic 
Hearer. A tinctiu'c of £l:itbusiasm< runs through all 
men and all sciences f but prevails most in Refigionv 
Enthusiasm defined and distinguished That which is 
Mechanical and Artificial is treated of by our Author^ 
Though Art oftentiifies chamges into Nature r examples 
in the.Sq^an Lcmgheads and English. Roundheads^ 
Sense and Reason must be laid aside, to let tills Spkit 
cerate. The objections 8A)out the manner of the Spi* 
id( firoia above descending upon the Apoatl^ make not 
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against this Spirit that arises withio. The methods by 
)vhich the Assembly helps to work up this Spirit, jointly 
with the Preacher. 

Sect. IL How some worship a good Being, others an 
CTil. Most people confound Ihe bounds of good and 
evil. Vain mortah think the Uivinity interested in their 
meanest actions. The scheme of spiritual mechanism 
left out. Of the usefulness of quilted night-caps, to keep 
in the heat, to gire mption and vigour to the little ani^ 
mals that compose the brain. Sound of far greater use 
than sense in the operations of' the Spirit, as in Music. 
Inward light consists of theological monosyllables and 
mysterious texts.^ Of the great force of one vowel in 
canting ; and of blowing the nose, hawking, spitting, and 
belching. The Author to publish an Essay on the Art 
of Canting. Of speaking through the nose, or snuffling: 
its Origin from a disease occarfoned by a conflict betwixt 
the Flesh and the Spirit. Inspired vessels, like lanterns, 
have a sorry sooty outside. Fanaticism deduced from 
the Ancients, in theiy Orgies, Bacchanals, &c. Of their 
great lascl^ousness on those occasions. The Fapatics 
of the first centuries, and those of later times, generally 
agree in the same principle, of improving spiritual into 
oarnal ejaculaltions, &c«. 

THE BATTLB OF THE BOOKSr 

The' Preface informs us, this piece was written in 1 697, 
on accoutit of a famous dispute about Ancient and Mo- 
dem Learning, between Sir William Temple and the 
Earl of Orrery on the one side, and Mr. Wtrt^ton and 
Bentley on the other. 

War and Invasions generally proceed from the attacks 
of Want and Poverty upon Plenty and Riches. The- 
Mo^^rns quaq^ei with the Ancients, about the poasessidQ 
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of the highest top of Pama66t»; and desire them to su^' 
reader it, <»r to let it be levelled. The answer of the 
Ancients not accepted. A war ensues ; in which riviilets 
of ink are spilt ; and both parties bang out their tioj^es, 
books of controvei-sy. These books haunted with ^or- 
derly spirits ; though often bound to the peace in libra- 
ries. The Author's advice in this case neglected : which 
occasions a terrible fight in St. James's Library. Dr. 
Bentley, the Library-keeper, a great enemy to the An- 
cients. The Moderns, finding themselves fifty thousand 
strong, give the Ancients ill language. Temple, a fa- 
vourite of the Ancients. An incident of a quarrel be- 
tween a Bee and a Spider; with their arguments on 
both sides, ^sop applies them to tlie present dis- 
pute. The <»*der of battle of the Moderns, and names of 
their leaders. The leaders of the Ancients. Jupiter 
calls a Council of the Gods, and consults the books of 
Fate ; and then sends his orders below. Momus brings 
the news to Criticism; whoseJ^abitation and company is 
described. She arrives ; and sheds hei- influence on bar 
son Wotton. The battle described. Paracelsus en- 
gages Galen; Aristotle aims at Bacon, and kills Des- 
cartes; Homer overthrows Goodibert, kills Denham and 
Wesley,* Perrault,t and FonteneHe.J Encounter «f 
Virgil and Dry den ; of Lucan and Blackmore ; of Creech 

* Sainael Wesley, rector of Onnesby and Epworth, in Lincoln- 
shire. Ee died April 25, 1735. N. 

f Charles Perrault, author of a poem entitled, " Le SiScle de 
Louis le Grand,*' in which the modern authors are exalted above 
the ancient ; and of several other carious works. He wag born in 
1626, and died in 1703. He had three brothers, who were all like- 
wise writers of eminence. N.. 

i The celebrated author of the Plurality of Worlds; who died in 
175ft, when he wanted only ft few dayt of completing his hundredtk 
year. N. 
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aad Horace ; of Bndar and Cowley. The episode of 
Bentley aod Wotton. BeoUey's armour. His speech to 
the modern generals. Scaliger's answer. Bentley and 
Wotton march together. Bentley attacks Phalaris and 
Msop, Wotton attacks Temple in vain. Boyle pur- 
sues Wotton; and, meeting Bentley in his way, he pur- 
sues and kills them both. 
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AUTHOR'S APOLOGY- 



JuneQf 1709. 

If good and ill nature equally operated upon Riankind, 
I imght have saved myself the trouble of this Apology j 
for it is manifest by the reception the following discourse 
'has met with, that those who approve it, are a great 
majority among the men of taste : yet there have been 
two or tiiree treatises written expressly against it, be- 
side many others that have flirted at it occasionally, 
without one syllable having been ever published in its 
defence, or even quotation to its advantage, that I can 
remeqiber, except by the polite Author of a late J>^r 
oourse between a Deist and a Socinian. 

Therefore, since the book se^ms calculated to live, at 
least as long as our language and our taste admit no 
great alterations, I am contrat to convey some Apology 
along widi it 

The greatest part of that book was finished about 
thirteen years since, 1696, which is eight years before it 
was published. The author was then young, his inven- 
tion at the height^ and his reading fresh in his head. Bj 
the assistance of some thinking, and much ccmversatioD, 
he had endeavoured to strip himself of as many real pre* 
judices as he could : I my real ones, because, under the 
notion of prejudices, he knew to what dangerous heights 
some men have proceeded. Thus prepared, he thought 
the numei-ous and gross corruptions in reli^on and learn- 
iDg, might furnish matter for a satke, that would be nse^ 
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fol and divatii^. He resolv^ to proceed in a maaaer 
that should be altogether, new, the woHd haTiog been al- 
ready too long nauseated ivith endless repetitions upon 
every subject. The abuses in religion, he proposed to 
set forth in th^ all^ory of the coats and the three bro* 
thers,. which was to make up the body of the discourse : 
those in learning, he chose to introduce by way of di^es* 
sioQs. He was then a young gentleman much in the ^ 
world, and wrote to the taste of those who were like 
liiniself; therefire^ in order to allure them, he>ga.ve a li- 
berty to his pen, which might not suit with maturer years, 
or graver charactei-s, and which he could have easily 
<?onected with a very few blots, had he been master 
of hispsipei^, for a year or two before their publication. 

Not that he would have governed his judgment by the 
31-placed cavils of the sour, the envious, the stupid, and 
the tasteless, which he mentions with disdain. He ac* 
knowledges there are several youthfiil sallies, which from 
the grave and the wise may deserve a rebuke. But he 
desires to be answerable no farther thsin heia guilty, and 
that bis faults may not be multiplied by the ^norant, the 
unnatural, and uncharitable applications of those, who 
have neitlier candour to suppose good meanings, nor pa- 
late to distinguish true ones. After which, he will for- 
feit his life, if any. one opinion cau be fairly deduced I 
from that book, which is contrary to religion or moral- I 
.ity. 

Why diould any :clergyman of our church be angry 
to see the follies of fanaticism and superstition exposed, 
though in the most ridiculous manner; since that is per- 
haps the most probable way to cure them, or at least to 
hinder them from fartlier spreading.^ Besides, though it 
was not intended for their perusal^ ikrallies nothing but 
what they preach against. It contains nothing to pro- 
voke them by the least scurrility upon their persons or 
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their functions. It celebrates the Church of En^and, 
as the TOost perfect of all others, in discipline and doc- 
trine ; it advances no opinion they reject, nor condemns 
any they receive. If the clergy's resentment lay upon 
their hands, in my humble opimon, they might have 
found more proper objects to employ them on; nm&im 
iibi defuxt hosUs ; I mean those heavy illiterate scr&blers, 
prostitute in then* reputations, vicious in their lives, and 
ruined in their fortunes : who, to the shame of good 
sense as well as piety, are greedily read, merely upon 
the strength <rf bold, false, impious asseitions, mixed with 
unmannerly reflections upon the priesthood, and openly 
intended against all religion : in short, full of such prin- 
ciples as are kindly received, because they are levelled 
to remove those terrors^ that religion tells men will be 
the consequence of immoral lives. Nothing like which 
is to be met with in this discourse, though some of them 
are pleased so freely to censure it. And I wish there 
were no other instance of what I have too frequently ob 
served, that many of that reverend body are not alwap 
very nice in distinguishing between their enemies and 
their friends. 

Had the author's intentions met with a nfore candid 
interpretation from some, whom out of respect he for- 
bears to name, be might have been encoiuagedio an ex- 
amination of books written by some of those authors 
above described, whose errors, ignorance, dullness, and 
villany, he thinks he could havie detected and exposed 
in such a manner, that the persoQs who are most con- 
ceived to be affected by them, would soon lay them aside 
and be ashamed; but he has now given over those 
Noughts ; since the weightiest* men, in the weightiest 
stations, are ple^s^ to tbink it a more dangerous point, 

*' AUudiog to Abp. Sharpens representation of the author. H. 
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to Idu^at those comiptioas in religion, which they them- 
selves must disapprove, than to endeavour pulling up 
those very foundations, wherein all Christians have 



He thinks it no fair proceeding, Uiat any person should 
offer <}6terminately to fix a name upon the author pf this 
discourse, who hath all along concealed himself irom 
most of his nearest friemls : yet several have gone a step 
farther, and pronounced another book* to have been the 
wodt of the same hand with this, which the author direct- 
ly affirms to be a thorough mistake ; he having yet never 
so much as read that discourse ; a plain instance bow 
little truth there often is in general surmises, or in con- 
jectui*es drawn from a similitude of style or way of think* 
ing. - 

Had the author written a book to expose the abuses in / 
law» or in physic, he believes the learned professoi-s inj 
either faculty would have been so far from resenting it,\ 
as to have given him thanks for his pains, especially if 
he had made an honourable reservatioj* for the true prac- 
tice of either science : but religion, they tell iis, ought | 
not to be ridiculed ; and they tell us truth: yet surely 
the corruptions in it may; for we are taught by the . 
tritest maxims in the world, that religion being the best ( 
of things, its corruptions are likely tc be the worst. 

There is one thing which the judicious reader cannot but 
have observed, that some of those parages in this discourse, 
which appear most liable to objection, are what^they call 
parodies, where the author personates the style and man- 
ner of other writers, whom be has a mind to expose. I 
^all produce one instance of a passage in which Dryden, 
L'Estrange, and some others I ^all not naCme, are level- 
led at, who having spent their lives in iaction, and apos- 



* Tlie " Letter on Enthusiasm/' See p. 9. N. 
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tades, and all manner of Vice, pretended to be sufferers 
fw loyalty and religion. So Dryden. tells us in one of 
h!s prefaces, of kis merits andsuffierings^ and thanks God 
that he possesses his smd in patience ; in other place/he 
talks at the same rate; and L^£strange often uses the 
like style ; and I beliere the reader may find mwe per* 
sous to give that passage an application ; but this is . 
enough to direct those, who may have overlooked the 
author's mtention. 

There are three or four other passages, which prejudi- 
ced or ignorant readers have drawn by great force to hint 
at ill meanings; as if they glanced at some tenets in religion* 
In answer to all which, the author solemnly protests, he is 
entirely innocent ; and never had it once in his thoughts, 
that any thing he said would in the least be capable of 
such interpretations, which he will engage to deduce ftiD 
as fairly from the most innocent book in the world. And 
it will be obvious to every reader, that this was not any 
J part of his scheme or design, the abuses he notes being 
I such as all Church-of-£ngland men agree in ; nor was it 
I proper- for his subject to meddle with other points than 
such as have been perpetually controverted since the 
Keformation. 

To instance only in that passage about the three 
wooden machines, mentioned in the Introduction : in the 
Qiiginal manuscript there was a description of a fourth, 
which those who had the papers in their power, blotted 
out, as haying something in it of satu-e, that I suppose 
they thought was too particular ; and tlierefore they were 
foi'ced to change it to the number three, whence some 
have endeavoured to squeeze out a dangerous meaning, 
that was never thought on. And indeed the conceit was 
half spoiled by changing the numbers; that of four be- 
4ng much more cabalistic, and therefore better exposiii^g 
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the pretended virtue of numbers, a superstitiim there in 
tended to be ridiculed. 

Another thing to be observed is, that there generally 
runs an hronj through the thread of the whole book; 
which the men of taste wDl observe and distinguish ; and 
which will render some objections, that have been made, 
Y€iy weak and insignificant* 

This Apology being chiefly intended for the satisfac- 
tion of Hiture readers, it may be thought unnecessary to 
take any notice of such treatises as have been written 
against the ensuing discourse, which are already sunk 
into waste paper and oblivion, aftei* the ujmal fate of 
common answerers to books which are allowed to have 
any merit : they are indeed like annuals, tiiat grow about 
a young tree, and seem to vie with it for a summer, but 
fall and die with the leaves in autumn, and are never 
heard of more. When Dr. Eachard writ his book about 
the contempt of the clergy, numbers of these answerers 
immediately started up, whose memory if he had not 
kept alive by his replies, it would now be utterly un- 
known that he was ever answered at all. There is in- 
deed an exceptiop, when any great genius thinks it worth 
his while to expose a {Dolish piece ; so we still read Mar- 
velPs answer to Parker,^ with pleasure, though the book 
it answers be sunk long ago ; so the Earl of Orrery's Re^ 
marks will be read with delight, when the dissertation he 
exposes will Neither be sought nor found :t but these are 
no enterprises for common hands, nor to be hoped for 
above once or twice in an age. Men would be more cau- 

* Parker, afterwards Bishop of Oxford, wrote many treatises 
against the dv^enters, ** with insolence and contempt,** says Burnet, 
**ihat enraged them bejond measure;** for which he was chastised 
by Andrew Marvell, under-secretary to Milton, in a little book cal- 
led ^ The Rehearsal transproaed.** H. 

f BoyIe*s *' Bemark« upon Bentley*8 Dissertation on 'the Epistles 
of€>halaris.»' H. 

tolI hi. b 

Digitized by Google 



26 A TALE OF A TUB. 

tious of lorang their time in sack aa UDdertaking, if (bey 
did but consider, that to answer a bo(& efTectually re- 
quires more pains and skill, more wit, learning, and judg- 
ment, than wei'e employed in the writing of it Aod 
the author assures those gentlemen, who have given them- 
selves that trouble with him, that his discourse is the pro- 
duct of the study, the observation, and the inventioa of 
several years; that he often blotted out much more thaa 
be left ; and if his papers had not been a long time out 
of his possession, they must have still undergone more 
severe corrections. And do they think such a building 
is to be battered with dirt-pellets, however envenomed 
the mouths may be that discharge them ? He has see^ 
xthe productions but of two answerers, one of which at 
jfirst appeared as from an unknown hand, but since avow- 
ed by a person, who, upon some occasions, has discover- 
ed no ill vein of humour. It^is a pity any occasion 
should put him under a necessity of being so hasty ia 
liis productions, which, otherwise, might be entertaining. 
But there were other reasons obvious enough for his mis- 
carriage in this; he writ against the conviction <^ his ta- 
lent, and entered upon one of the wrongest attempts in 
nature, to turn into ridicule by a week's labour, a work, 
which had cost so much time, and met with so much sue* 
cess in ri<!dculiug others : the manner how he handled hig 
subject I have now forgotten, having just looked it over, 
when it first came out, as others did, merely for the sake 
of the title.* 

The other answer is from a person of a graver charae- 
ter, and is made up of half invective, and half annota- 

♦ *• This," Bays Swift yery gravely, •* we cannot recover at pre- 
sent, it being absolutely forgotten, the oldest booksellers in trade 
know nothing of it" The title wa§, " Some Remarks on the Tale 
•fa Tub ; tb which are annexed, MiiUy of Mountoan, and Orpheus 
and Eurydice. By the author of the Journey to London, 1704," 8 vo^ 
it is inserted in the first volniBe of Dr. King^ Work% 1776^ p^ 209. ff. 
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tioii;'^iD the latter of irhich he has generally succeeded 
wtell eaough. And tlie projet^ at that time was not amiss 
to draw in re^iden to hk pampMet, seyeral having ap- 
peared dedroas, that there might be some explication of 
tlie more difficult passaged. Neither can he be ahogether 
blamed for offering at the invective part, because it is 
agreed On aU hands, that the author had given him suffi- 
cient provocation. The great objection is against his 
manner of treadng it, very unsuitable to one of Ms func- 
tion. It was determined by a fair majority, that this an- 
swerer had, in-^a way not to be pardoned, drawn his pea 
against a certain great man then alive, and universally 
i-everenced for eveiy good quality that could possibly 
enter into the composition of the most accomplished per- 
son ; it was observed,^ how he was pleased and affected 
to have that noble writer call ed bis advereai y; and it 
■ was a point of satire well, directed ; for I have been told 
Sir W iffianLJ Efimple was sufficiently mortified at the 
tenn. All the men of wit and politeness wcace immedi- 
ately up in aims through indignation, which prevaOed 
over their contempt by the consequences they apiK«- 
hended from such an example ; audit grew Forsenna's 
case; idem ireeefUi jurmimus. In short, things were 
ripe for ff general insurrection, tfU my Lord Orrery had 
a little laid die spirit, and settled the ferment. .But, his 
lordship beii^ principally engaged with another antago- 
nist,^ it was thought necessary, in cnrder to quiet the minds 
of men, that this opposer should receive arepiimand* 

*^ Wotton^s Defence of his Reflections upon Ancient and Modem 
Learning. From the annotations are selected the notes signed W* 
WoUon, Thui Wottou appears busied to illustrate a work, which he 
laboured to condemn, and adds force to a satire pointed against 
^lims^lf ; as captives were bound to the chariot-wheel of the victor, 
and compelled to increase the pomp of his triumph; whom thejr had in 
vain attempted to defeat: W. B. 

^ Benttey coneenung Phalaris and J^aop, fi. 
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winch paitly occasioned that discourse of the Battle of the 
Books; and the author was farther at the pains to insert 
one or two remarks on \Am in the bodj of the book. 

This answerer has been pleased to find fault with 
about a dozen passages, which the author will not be at 
the trouble of defending; farther than bjr assuring the 
reader, tliat, for the greater part, the refiecter is entirely 
mi^aken^ and forces interpretations which never once 
entered into the writer's head, nor will (he is sure) into 
that of any i*eader of taste and candour. He allows two 
or three at most there produced, to have been delivered 
unwaiily; for which he desiies to plead the excuse of- 
fered already, of his youth and frankness of speech, and 
his papers being out of his power at the time they were 
published. 

But this answerer ix^ists, and says, what he chiefly 
dislikes, is the design; what that was, I have aheady 
told, and I believe there is not a person in England who 

Ixan understao^ that book, that ever imagined iMo be 
any thing else, but to expose the abuses and corruption^ 
in learning and religion. 

But it would be good to know what design this refleeter 
was serving, when he concludes his pamphlet with a cau- 
tion to the reader, to beware of thinking the aatho]:^s 
wit was entirely his own : surely this must have bad 
gome allay of personsJi^ animosity at least, mixed with the 
design of serving the public^ by so useful a discovery ; 
and it indeed touches the author in a tender point; 
who insists upon it, that through the whole book he has 
not borrowed one single hint from any writer in the 
world ; and he thought, of all critidsms, th^t would ne- 
ver have been one. He conceived, it was never dis- 
puted to be an original, whatever faults it might have. 
However, this answerer produces three instances to prove 
this author's wit is not his own in many places. The 
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first is« that the names of Peter, Martin, and Jack, ai% 
borrowed from a letter (^ the late Duke of Buckingham.^ 
Whatever wit is contained in thode thi^e names, the au- 
tbOT is content to^re it up, and desires his readers will 
subtract as much as they placed upcHi that account; 
at the same time protesting solemnly, that he never once 
heard of that letter, except in this passage of the answer- 
er, so that the names were not borrowed, as he affirms, 
though they should <happen to be the ^me; which how- 
ever is odd enough, and what he hardly believes.; that 
of Jack being not quite ge obvious as the other twa 
The second instance to show the author's wit is not his 
own, is Peter's banter (as he calls it in his AlsaHa\ 
phrase) upon transubstantiation, which is taken from the 
«affie duke's conference with an Irish priest, where a cork 
is turned into a horse. This the author confessi^s to have 
seen about ten years aftier his bc^k w«U; written, and a 
year or two after it was published. Jf ay, the answerer 
overthrows this himself; for he allows the Tale was 
written in 1697; and I think that pamphlet was not 
printed in many years after. It was necessary thatccnv 
ruption should have some allegoiy, as wdl as die rest ; 
and the author invented the properesthe could, without 
inquiring what other people had written; and the con^- 
monest reader will find, there is not the least resemblance 
between the two stories. The third instance is in these 
Bords; " I have been assured, that the Battle in S(. 
James's Library is mutatis mulandis, taken out of a 
French book, entitled, Cmtdfot des Livres, if I misre- 
member not." In vhich passage there are two clauses 
observable^ / have been assured; and, if I msremem* 
her not. I desire first to know whether, if that conjee- 



* Villiers, the second duke. H. 

\ The nick-name of White Pryars. See p. 34, K . 
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lure proTes an utter fakehood, those two clauses wiU be 
a suffident excuse for this worthy critic. The matter Is a 
trifle; but, would he venture to^pronounce tit this rate 
upon one of greater moment ? I know nothing more eou" 
temptible in a writer, than the chai^Bcter of a plaghtty; 
which he here fixes at a venture; and this not for a pas- 
sage but a whole discourse, ta}ren out from another book» 
onlj mutatis mutandis. The author is as much hi the^ 
dark about this, as the answerer; and will imitate him 
by an affirmation at random ; that if th^^& be a wo|d of 
truth in this reflection, be .is a paltry, imitating pedant; 
and the answerer is a person of wit, manners, and trutk 
He takes this boldness from never having seen any such 
treatise in bis life, nor heard of it before ; and he is sure 
it 18 impossible for two writers, of dMerent times and 
countries, to agree in their thoughts after such a mazier, 
that two continued discourses shall be the same, only 
mutatis mutahdis. Neither will' he insist upon the mis^ 
take in the title ; but let the answerer and his friend 
produce any book they please, he defies them to show 
one single particular, where the judicious reader will 
affirm he has been obliged for the smallest hint; giving 
only allowance for the accidental encountering of a sin* 
gle thought, which he knows may sometimes happen; 
though he has never yet found it in that discourse, nor has 
heard it objected by any body else. 

So that if ever any design was unfortunately executed, 
it must be that of this answerer; "who, when he would 
have it obseiTed, that the author's wit is none of his 
own, is able to produce but three instances, twg of them 
mere trifles, and all three manifestly false. If this be 
the way these gentlemen deal with the world in those 
criticisms, where %ve have not leisure to defeat them, 
their readere had need be cautious how they rely upon 
their credit ; ao^d whether this proceeding can. be recoq«^ 
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dledto hMmaDtfyortnUh, kt tfaoee, who thiak it worth 
their while» determioe. 

It i» agreed, this answei^ w^iold have succeed^ much 
better, if he bad-stuck wholly to his business as a com- 
mentator upon the ^ Tale of a Tub," wherein it cannot 
be denied that he hath been of some service to the pub- 
lic, and hath given veiy fair conjectures towards clears 
ing up some difficult passages; haiy it is the frequent 
^rror of those men (otherwise very commendable for 
their labours) to make excursipns beyond their talent and 
their office by pretending to pcont out the beauties and 
the faults; which is no part of their trade, which they 
always fail in, which the woi-ld never expected from 
them, nor gaye them any thanks for endeavouring at. 
The part of Minelliu8» or Farnaby,* would have fallen 
iu with his genius, and might hav^ been serviceable to 
many readers* who cannot enter into the abstruser parts 
of that discourse ; but optat ephifpia bos piger : the dull) 
unwieldy, ill-shaped ox, woiild needs put on the frimi- 
tnre of^ a horse, not considering he was bom to labour, to 
plow the ground for the sake of superior beings, and that 
be has neither the shape, mettle, nor speed of that noble 
animal he would effect to personate. 

It is another pattern of this answerer's fair dealing, tc| 
give us Unts that the author is dead, and yet to lay tho 
suspicion Upon 'somebody » I know not who, in the coun- 
tiy ; to which can only be returned, that he is absolutely 
mistaken in all his conjectures; and surely conjectures 
are, at best, too light a pretence to allow a man to assign 
a name in public. He condemns a book, and consequent- 
ly the author, of whom he is utterly ignorant j yet at 
the same time fixes, in pprint, what he thinks a disad^ 

* Low commeiitatorF, who wrote Botei opoB dtaoic »ot1ion for 
tU nse of 8ckoolbo!^9. }f , 
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rantageoiis character upon those who never deserved it, 
A man, who recelveg a bufl^t in the dark, may be allow* 
ed to be vexed; but it ia an oddkind of revenge, to fo 
to ei^ in broad day, with the first he meetja, and lajr 
the last night's injury at his door. And thii& nmdi for 
this dkcreet, can^d^ pious, and higenious answerer. 

How the author came to be without his papers, is a 
stoiy not proper to be told, and of very little use, beio^ 
a private fact ; of whkb the reader would believe as lit- 
tle, or as much, as he ^ught good. He had however 
M lotted copy by Win, which he intended to have writ- 
ten over with many alt^^tiops, and this the publ&hers 
were well aware of, having put it into the bookseller's pre- 
face, that they apprehended a suireptitious copy, which 
was to be altered, &c. This, though not regarded by 
readers, was a real truth, only the surreptitious copy was 
rather that which was printed; and they made aU the 
haste th^ could, which indeed was needless, the authcnr- 
not being at all prepared; but he has beoi told the book-* 
seller was in much pain, having gh^en a good sum of m<K 
ney for the copy. 

In the author's original copy, there were not so many- 
chasms as aj^ar in the book; and why soihc'of them 
were left, he knows not : had the publication been trust- 
ed to him, he would have made several corrections of 
passages, against which nothing has been evei* ofc^ted. 
He would likewise have altered a few of those, that seem 
with any reason to be excepted against ; but, to deal free- 
ly, the greatest number he ediould have left untouched, 
as never-suspecting it possyiile any wrong interpretations 
could be made of them. 

The autiior observes, at die end of the book there is 
a discourse, called "A Fragment;" which he more 
wondered to see in print, than all the rest ; having been 
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a most imperfect sketch, with the. addition of a few loose 
bints, which he. once lent agentlemau, who had designed 
a dificoarse on somewhat the same subject; lie nevev 
diought of it afterwards ; aad it was a sufiicieot surprise 
to see it pieced up together, wholly out of the method 
and scheme he had intended, for it was the groundwork 
of a mudi laiger discourse ; and he was sorry to idbserve 
the materials so foolishly employed. ' 

There is one farther objection made by those who 
have answered this book, as well as by some others, that 
Peter is frequently made to repeat oaths and curses. 
£yery reader observes, it ^as necessaiy tor know that 
Peter did swear and curse* The oaths are not printed 
out, but only supposed; and the idea of an oath is not 
immoral, like the idea of a profane or immodest i^ech. 
A man may lau^ at the popish folly of cursing people 
to Hell, and imagine them swearing, without any crime ; 
but lewd words, or dangerous o[»Dions, though printed by 
halves, fill the reader's mind wkb ill ideas ; and of these 
the author cannot be accused. For the judicious reader 
will find, that the severest strokes of sature in his bode 
are levelled against the modern custtMD of employing wit 
upoa those tq>ic% of which there is a remarkable in- 
stance in the 156tb and. 157th> pages, as well as in seve*- 
ral others, though perhaps once or twice caressed iii toa 
free a manner, excusable only for the reasons already al- 
leged. Some overtures have been made by a third hand 
to the bookseller, for the author's altering those passages^ 
which he thought might require it; but it seems ^e 
bookseUer will not hear of any such thing, being appce*^ 
beusive it might spoil the sale of the book.. 

The author cannot conclude this Apology without 
making this one reflection ; that, as wit is the noblest ancB 
most useful gift pf human nature, so humour is the most!: 
agreeable f and where these two enter far into the* com^- 

B.2- 
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{KMiition of any work, they will render it always accept* 
able to the world. Now, the great part of thoJe who 
have no share or taste of either, but by their pride, pe- 
dantiy, and ill, manners, lay themselves bare to the lashes 
of both, think the blow is weak, because they are insen- 
sible; and where wit has any mixture of raillery, it h 
but calling it banter, and the work is done. This polite 
word of thenrs, was first borrowed from the bullies in 
White Fryai«;* then fell among die footmen f and at 
last retured ta the pedant^; by whom it is applied as 
properly to the production of wit, as* if I should apf>ly it 
to Sir Isaac Newton's mathematics f but, if this banter- 
ing, as they call it, be so despisable a thing, whence 
e&mes it to pass they, have such a perpetusd itch toward 
it themselves? To instance <»ily in the answerer al- 
ready mentioned: it is grievous to see him in some of 
his writings,^ at every turn going out of his way to be 
waggish, to tell us of a cow that pricked up her tail; 
and in his answer to this discourse he says, it is all a 
farce and a ladle f with other passages equally shining- 
One may say of these mptdimtnta Uterarum, that wit 
owes them a shame ; and they cannot take . wiser couik 
gel, than to keep out of harm's way, or at least not to 
come tiU they are sure they are called. 

To conclude : with those allowances above required 

Ibis book should be readf after which, the author con- 

edves^ few things will remain which may not be excus^ 

/ , in a young writer. He wrote only to the men of wit 

f ■ and taste ; and he thinks he is not mistaken in his ae^ 

' counts, when he says they have been all of his side^ 

i enough to give him the vanity of telling his name; 

whei-ein the world, with all its wise conjectures, is yet 

very much in thed^rk; which cocumstance is no disar 

gr«e8i)le amusement either to the public or himsell 

*8eep.29. IS.. 
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i' The author is informed, that the bookseller has pre- 
▼alled on several gentlemen to write some exi^auatoiy 
note^; for the goodness oi which he is not to answeiv 
having never seen any of them, nor intending it till they 
appear in print ; when it is not unlikely he may have' the 
pleasure to find twenty meanings^ which never entered 
into his imagination. 

POSTSCBIPT. 

Since the writing of this, which was about a year ago; 
a prostitute bookseller has published a foolish paper, un- 
der the name of " Notes on the Tale of a Tub," with 
some account of the author; and with an insolance, 
which I suppose is punidiable by law, has presumed to 
assign certain names. It wiQ foe enough for the author 
to assure the world, that the writer of that paper is ut* 
terly wrong in all his conjectures upon that affair. The 
jauthor far&er asserts, that the whole work is entirely of 
lone hand, which every reader of judgment will easily 
discover; the gentleman, who gave the copy to the 
bookseller, being a friend of the author, and using no 
other liberties, beside that of expunging certain pas* 
sages, where now the chasms appear under the name of 
desiderata. Bui!, if any person will prove his daim 
to three lines in the whole book, let him step forth and 
tell his name and titles ; upon which ;the bookseller shall 
have orders to prefix them to the next edition, and the 
claimant shall from henceforward be acknowledged the 
undisputed author. 

TreaUses written by the same aulkor^ most cf them nun- 
timied m thefoUarehg ^samrses .- which tvUl he speedi^- 
hf published, 

A character of the present set of wits in this islands 
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A panegTiical essay upon the number Three. 
' A disBertation upon the principal productions of Gruh- 
street. 

Lectures upon a dissection of Human Nature. . 

A panegyric upon the World. 

An analytical discourse upon Zeal, histori-th0i>hysi' 
togictUh/ considered. 

A general history of Ears. 

A modest defence of the proceedings of the Rabble 
in all ages. 

A description of the Kingdom of Absurdities.* 

A Tpyage into England, 1^y a person of quality in ter- 
ta emstraUa ineognUa, translated from the original. 

A mtical essay upon the art of Canting, philosophi- 
cally, physically, and mu^eally considered. . 

* As a part of this description, the following sketches are copied 
from Swift^B own hand writing: ^Mnthe Kingdom of Absurdities. 
The bells of glass, with iron clappers. The houses of gunpowder ; 
and. as thej are apt to get4tfmk»they leave candles lighting, so that 
they have fires very frequently. Thexhildreii always die there be- 
fore their parents. There is a sort of flying insect m their Jakes, 
whicji baa cruel teeth, and is fond of human testicles; so that wheD 
a man goes there upon his occasions, it is forty to one but he comes 
away without them. Nothing is so eai^ as to destroy thosfe animals ;, 
and yet ask the reason, why they do it not .^. they say, It i^as their 
vs.cettora'-caBtdra of <>ld,*^ I?. 
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TO THE BIOHT HONOURABLE 

JOHN LORD SOMERS. 

My Lord, 

Although Oie author has vilUei^ a ha^ dedica- 
tion, yet that being addressed to a prinee^ whom I am 
never likely to have die honour of being known to : a 
person besides, as far as I can observe, not at all regard- 
ed, or thought on by any of our present writers; and 
being wholly free from that slaveiy, which faodtsell^cs 
usually lie under, to the caprices of . authors; I think it 
a wise piece of presumption to inscribe these papers 
to your lordship, and to implore jourJordsbq)'^ protee* 
tioa of them. God and your IcNrdship: know their fouk% 
and theur merits; for, as to ngr own particular, I am alto- 
gether a stranger to the matter f and though every body 
else should be equally ignoraat, I do not fear the sale of 
the book, at all the worse, upoa that score. Tour lord- 
ship's name on the frdnt ia eapital letters will at any 
time get off one edition; neither would I desre any 
other help ta grow an akLermaoj than a patent for the 
sole privilege of dedicating to your lordship^ 

I should new, in right d" a dedicator, give your lord* 
shiqp a list of your. (Pivn vu-tues, and at the same time be 
very unwilling to offend your modesty ;: but chiefly, I 
should celebrate your liberality towards men of great 
parts and smaU fortunes, and^v&^you broad hints, that 
I mean myself. And.I was just gmog on, intthe usua]^ 
method^ to peruse a hundred or two of dedic^i^is, and 
transcribe sin abstract to be applied to your lordship;: 
but I was diverted by a certain accident : &r, upon the 
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eoretB of these pape^ I cMu&Uy obserred writtoi in 
lafge letXem the two following words, DETUR DIG- 
NISSIMO : which, for aught I knew, might contain 
fiorae ifflpottant meaiiipg. But it unluckily fell out, that 
ncNie of the mttibois I employ understood Latin (though 
I have them, often in pay to translate out of that lan- 
guage). I waft therefore compelled to h^ve recourse ti> 
the curate of oiur parisfa, who Englished it thus : ." Let 
It be given to the worthiest :" and his comment was, that 
the author meant his work should be dedicated to the 
soblimest genim» of the age for wk, learning, judgment, 
eloquence, and wisdom, I called at a. poet's chamber 
(who works for my shop) in an alley hard-by, showed him 
die translation, and desired his opinion, who it was that 
tte author could mean : he told me, after some conside- 
ration, ^ that Tanity was a thing he abhorced; but, byr 
the description, he thought himself to be the person aim- 
ed at ; • ' and at the saioe time, he very kindly ojQTered his 
own assistance ^a&> towards penning a dedication U> 
himself. I desired jhim, however, to give a second 
guess: " Why, then," sand he, " it must be I, or. my 
Lord Somers.'' From thence I went to sevei^ other 
wits of my acquaintance, with no small hazard mid wea-*^ 
jriness to my person^ from a prodigious number of dark^. 
winding stairs; but found them all in the same storyv 
both of your lordship and themselves. Now your lord* 
ship is to understand, that this proceedii^ was not of my 
own invention; for I have somewhere heard^ it is a 
maxim, that those to whom every body allows the second 
place, have an undoubted title to the first 

This infallibly c(mvinced me^ that your )(N*dship>wa& 
the person intended by the auth<M:. But being very on* 
acquainted * in the style and form of dedications, I em- 

* P'ery unaequainted in, &c. is an impropriety Of 8|ieedi ; It ahoulS 
In^ * very little aggftainted witlH* 6e^ 1^ 
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plo^^ed those irits afortsidd, toiiirinfili me with Unti^ aad 
materials, towards a panegyric ttpcm ymur lordii^ip's 
virtues. 

In two days they brought me ten dieets of ps^ier, fill* 
ed up on eveiy side. They swore to me, that they had 
rsaisacked whatever could be found in the daratteis of 
Socrates, Aristides, Epaminondas, Cato,'TuIly^ Attieus, 
and other hard namtes, which I cannot nowrecottect. 
However, I have reason to believe, they imposed upon 
my Ignorance ; because, when I came to read over their , 
collections, there was not a syllable'tfa^!^ but what i and 
every body else knew as well as themselves^ therefore I 
grievously suspect a cheat ; and that these authors of 
mine stole and transcribed everj- word from the univer- 
sal report of mankind. So that F look up^n myself as 
fifty shillings out of pocket, to no manner of piu'pose. 

If, by altering the title, I could make the same mate-^ 
iplals serve for another dedication (as my betters have 
done) it would help to make up my loss; but I have 
made several persons dip here and there in those papers, 
and before they read three lines, they have all assured me 
plainly, that they cannot possibly be applied to any per* 
son beside your lordship. 

I expected, indeed, to have hem'd of your lordship's 
bravery at the head of an army; of your undaunted 
courage in mounting a breacli, or scaling a wall; or, to 
have had your pedigi^ee traced in a lineal descent from 
the bouse of Austria ; or, of your wonderful talent at 
dress and dancing ; or your profound knowledge in alge- 
broy metaphysics^ and the crienial tongues. But to ply 
flie world with an old beaten story of your wit, and 
eloquence, and learning, and wisdom, and justice, and 
politeness, and candour, and evenness of temper in att 
scenes of life ; of that great discernment In discover- 
i^f, ^Xkd readiness in favouring deservli;|g men; witb 
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forty oUier commoB topkd; I confess, I have neither 
consGieQoe, nor countenaDce to do it. Because there 
is DO virtttc, either of a puhlic or private life, wMcfa: 
some circumstaaces of your omn have aot ^ften pro- 
duced upon the stage of the world ;'^ and those few, 
irhidb, for vant oi occasions to exert them, might other- 
wise have passed unseeo^ or unobserved, by your fiiends, 
your enemies have at lex^gtltbi^ought to iightf 

It is true, t should be very loath the bright esan^)le of 
your Umkhip^'s .virtues should b^^ lost to after ages, botb 
for their sske and your own : but chiefly becsuse they 
will be so very necessary to adorn the history of a late 
reign;:]: and that is another reason why I would fwbear 
to make a recital of them h^re ; because I have been 
told by wise men, that, as dedications have run for some 

* This distinguished lawyer was born at Worcester in 1652. He 
was first taken notice of at the trial of the Seven Bishops, for whom 
be was one of the counsel ^ and it ma^ be here not improperly ob* 
served, that all the counsel for the bishops were men of uncommon 
eminence in their profession. Mr. Somers, in particular, displayed 
an eloquence On that occasion, worthy of Athens or Rome, when 
ihey produced their mosft fihidied orators ; and an honest eeal foP 
liberty no less.woj^thy of tiioee republics, when they produced their 
most distinguished'patriots. Soon after the accession of King William, 
he was appointed solicitor-general, and received the honour of 
knighthood. He was made attorney .general in April, 1692 ; and 
lord keeper in March following. In 1607, he was created Lord So* 
mers, baron of Evesham, and made lord chancellor of fingland ; from 
which post he was romored in V7Q0f and in 1701 was impeached by 
the commoDS,^ but acquitted on his trial by the lords: He then appli> 
cd himself to study : and was chosen president of the Ro>al Society^ 
In 1706, he projected the Union ; in 1708,. wa» made president of the- 
Council, whence he was removed at the change in 1710. Toward the 
latter end of Queen Anne's reign,, he grew very infirm y which pro- 
bably was the reason why he had no other post than, a aeat atthe- 
council-table on the accession of King George I. He died- of an apo- 
plectic fit, April 26, 1716, after having for some time unfortunately 
survived the powers of his understanding. N\. 
f See the Journal to Stella, Jan. 24, 17l0uU. N^ 
\ King WiUiam?s ; whose memory he defended in the House of 
iiords against some invidiouf reflections of the fiarl of Nottingbam* 
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years past, a good historian will not be apt to have re- 
courae duther io search of characters. 

There is one pointy wherein I think we dedicators 
would do well to change our measures; I mean, instead 
of running on so far upon the praise of our patron's libC' 
rality, to spend a word or two in admiring^theii* patience. 
I can put no greater compliment on your lordship's, than 
bj giving yoa so ample an occainon to ex^t^ise it at pre- 
sent^ Though perhaps I shall not be apt to reckon 
iDu<^ mmt to your Icnrdship ujfKm that score, who having 
been formerly used to tedious har^gues, and sometimes 
to as little purpose, will be the readier to pardon tUsf 
e^iecially, when it is ofieied by one, who is, with ail rch 
spect and veneration, my lord. 

Tour lordship's most obedient, 

and most faitMul ^rvant, 

THB BOOKSELLER. 



THE BOOKSELLER TO THE READER. 

It is now six years* since these papers came first to my 
hand, which, seems to. have been about a twelvemonth 
after th^ were written : for, the author tells us in his 
preface to the fmst treatise, that he has calculated it for 
the year 1697, and in several passages of that discourse, 
as well as the second, it appears they were written about 
that time. 

As to the author, I can give no manner of satisfaction : 
however, I am credibly infonped that this publication is 
without his knowledge ; for he concludes the copy is lost, 
having lent it to a person, since dead, and being never 
in possession of it after: so that, whether the work re- 

* The Tal« of a Tub was first published in 1704. 
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eeived hk lust band, or whether he' iotended to fill up 
the defective places, is likelj to remain a secret; 

If I Ihould go about to tell the reader by what acci- 
d^t I be<;aine ma^txjoi these papers, it would, in this 
unbelieving age, pass for little more than the cant or jar- 
gon of the trade. I therefore gladlyspare both him and 
myself so unnecessary a troubk. . There yet remains a 
difficult question, why I published them no sooner. I 
imrbore on two accounts ; first, because I thought I. had 
better work upon my hands; and, secondly, because I 
was not without some hope of hearing .from the author, 
and recdviug^ his direilions. But 1 have been lately 
alarmed wUh intelligence €i a suireptitious copy,^ which 
a certain great wit had new polidied and refined, or, as 
our present writers express themselves, fitted to the hu- 
mour of the age; as they have already done, with great 
felicity, to Don Q;uixote, Boccalini, la Bruyere, and other 
authors. However, I thought it fairer dealing to offer the 
whole work in its naturals. ^ If any gentleman will please 
to furmsh me with a key, in order to explain the more 
difficult parts, Ishall very gratefully acknowledge the fa- 
vour, and print it by itself. 

• Seethe apc^pg/vP^SSl ^- 
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THE 

EPISTLE BEDICATOBY, 

TO HIS ROYAt HIGRN£SS 

PRINCE POSTERITY.*^ 

1 Here pr^nt your, bighaess with tlie fruils of a very 
few leisure hours, stolen from the short intervals of a 
world of business, and of an employment quite alien from 
such amusements as this : the poor production of that re- 
fuse of time, which has lain heavy upon my hands, during 
a long prorogation of parliament,, a great dearth of foreign 
news, and a tedious (it of rainy weather : for which, and 
other reasons, it cannot choose extremely to deserve such 
a patronage as that of your highness, whose numberless 
virtues, in so few years, make the world look upon you 
as the future es;arople to all princes: for although your 
highness is hardly got clear of infancy, yet has the uni- 
versal learned world already resolved upon a{^ea]ing ta 
your future dictates, with the lowest and most resigned 
submission ; fate having decreed you sole arbiter of the 
productions of human wit, in this polite and most accom- 
plished age. Methinks, the number of appellants were 

* It is the uisual style of decried writers to appeal to Posterity, who 
is here represented as a prince in his nonage, and Time as his gover^ 
nor: and the author begins in a way very frequent with him, by per- 
sonating other writers, who 8ometimes^£fer alich reasons and excuses 
for publishing their works, as they ought chiefly to conceal and he: 
adiam^ of. H. 

/ 
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eoough to shock and startle any judge, of a genius less* 
unlimited than yours : but, in order to prevent such glo- 
rious trialis, the person, it seems, to \rhose care the edu- 
cation of your highness is committedj has resolved (as I 
am told) to keep you In alinost a universal ignorance of 
our studies, which it is your inherent birthright to in- 
spect 

It is amazing to me, that this person should have the 
assurance, in the face of the sun, to go about persuading 
your highness, that oOr age is almost wholly illiterate, 
and has hardly produced one widter upon any subject. I 
know very well, that when your highness shallf come to 
riper years, and have gone through the learning of an- 
tiquity, you will be too curious to neglect inquiring into 
the authors of the very age before you : and to think 
that this insolent, in the account he is preparing for your 
view, designs to reduce them to a number so insignificant 
as I am ashamed to mention ; it moves my zeal and my 
spleen for the honour and interest of our vast flourishing 
body, as well as of myself, for whom, I know by long 
experience, he has professed, and still continues, a pecu- 
liar malice. 

It IS not unlikely, that when your highness will one 
day peruse what I am now writing, you may be ready to 
expostulate with your governor, upon the credit of what 
I here affirm, and command him to show you some of 
our productions. To which he will answer, (for I am 
well informed of his designs) by asking your highness^ 
" where they are ? and what is become of them ?" and 
jwretend it a demonstration that there never were any, 

^ There is a solecism in this expresaioa of-~* lete unlimited' — what 
19 boundlesfrcaiL admit of no degrees. Itahoald he ' less extennve.' S. 

f This is ungrammatical : It ought to have been written, * Shalt 
have come to riper years, and gone through/. &c. * Or, shall eome 
to riper years, and shall have gone through,' &c. 8. 
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' becauge they are not , then to be found. " Not to be 
found ! who has mislaid them ? are thej sunk in • die 
abyss of things ? it is certain, that in their o#n nature, 
thej were light enough to swim upon the suiface for all 
eternity. Therefore the fault is in him, who tied weights 
so.heavy to their heels, as to depress them to the centre. 
Is their very essence destroyed ? who has annihilated 
them ? were they drowned by purges, or msglyred by 
pipes ? who administered them to the posteriors ^ of 
— — ?" But that it may no longer be a doubt with your 
liighness, who ii| to be the author of this universal ruin ; 
I beseech you to observe that large and terrible sithe, 
which your governor affects to bear continually about 
him. Be pleased to remark the length and strength, the 
sharpness and hardness of his naib and teeth : consider 
his baneful, abominable breath, enemy to life and matter, 
infectious and corrupting : and then reflect, whether it 
be possible, for any mortal ink and paper of this genera- 
tion, to make a suitable resistance. O ! that your high- 
ness w^ould one day resolve to disarm this usurping 
mmtre da palais,* of his furious engines, and bring your 
empire hors de page.j 

It were endless to recount the several methods of ty- 
ranny and destruction, which yoiu* governor is pleased 
to practise upon this occasion. His inveterate malice is 
such to the writings of our age, that of several thousands 
{NKKlueed yearly from this renowned dty, before the next 
revolution of the sun, thei^ is not one to be heard of: 
unhappy infants! many of them barbarously destroyed, 

* Comptroller. The kingdom of France had a race of kingB, 
which thejr call les roysfainsant (from their doing nothing) who lived 
lazily in their apartments, while the kingdom was tidministered by 
the fnapor depalmis^ till Charles MarteU the last mayor put his mas- 
ter to deaths an4 took the kinigdom into his oira hand. H. 

t Out of guardianship. H. 
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before tliey have so much as Iea»H dieir mother^oiigtie 
to bc^ lor pit^. Some he stifles in tfi^ir cradles, others 
he frights into coorulsions, whereof they suddenly die: 
some he flays alive; others he tears Hmb from limb* 
Great numbers are offered ta Moloch; and the rest, 
tainted by his breath, die of a languishing consumption^ 

But the concern I have most at heart, is for our cor- 
poration of poets; from whom I am preparing a peti- 
tion to your highness, to be subscribed with the names 
of one-hundred thkty-siit of the flrst rate ; but whose 
immortal productions are never likely to reach youiteyes, 
though each of ^them is now an humble and an earnest 
appellant for the laurel, and hw large comely volumes 
ready to show, for a support to his pretensions. The 
never-dying works of these illustrious persons, your go- 
vernor, sir, has devoted to unavoidable death ; and your 
highness is to be made believe, that our age has never ar- 
rived at the honour to produce one single poet. 

We confess Immoilality to be a great and powerful 
goddess; but in vain we offer up to her our devotions 
and our sacrifices^ if your highness's governor, who has 
usurped the priesthood, must by an unparaileled ambi- 
tion and avarice, wholly intercept and devour them. 

To affirm that our age is altogether unlearned, and; de- 
void of writers in any kind, seems to be an asse^ion so 
bold and so false, that I have been some time thfnking, 
the con^ary may almost be proved by uncontrollable de* 
monstration. It is true, indeed, that although their num- 
bers be vBaiy and their productions numerous in propor* 
tion, yet are they hurried so hastily olT the scene, that 
they escs^ our memory, and elude our sight. When I 
first thought of this address, I had prepared a copious 
list of titles to present your highness^ as an undisputed 
atgument (or what I aifirm. The^ori^als ware posted 
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frerimpon all gates and whurs €f streets /* but return* 
ing is a very few hours to take a review, they were all 
torn down, and fresh ones in their places^ I inquired af- 
ter them among reslders and booksellers, but I inquired in^ 
vaiii, the memorial of themv^ks lost among men, their 
place was no more to be found : and I was laughed to 
scom for a clown and a pedant, without all taste and re- 
llnemeqty Httle Tersed in the course of present afiahrs, 
and'that knew nothing of what had passed in the best 
companies of court and town. So that I can only arow 
in general to your highness, that we do abound in leanb* 
ing and wit ; but to fix upon particulars, is a task too 
sHppery for my slendeV abilities. If I should venture 
in a windy day 4o affirm to your highness, that thare is 
a large cloud near the horizon, in the fcnrm of a !>ear; 
another in the zenith, \^ith the head of an ass; a third to 
the westward, with claws like a dragon ; mid your high- 
ness should in a few minutes think fit to examine the 
truth ; it is certain, they would all be changed in figure 
and^ position ; taew ones would arise, and mil we could 
agiree upon trould be, that clouds there were, but that I 
was grosdy mistaken in the zoography and topography 
of them. 

IBiit your governor perhaps may still insist, and put 
the question : " What is then become of those immense 
bales of pap^, which must needs have been employed in 
such numbers of books? can these also be wholly anni- 
hilate, and so of a sudden, as I pretend ?•* What shall 
I say in return of so invidious an objection ? it ill befits 
the distance between your highness and me, to send you 
for ocular conviction to a jakes, or an oven; to the win* 

♦ " Mediocribus esse po^tis 
Noa homines, ndn df, non concessSreeolumnieJ' 

Hot. de Arte Poetka, ver. 372. M. & Ba»$. 
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dows of a bsfwdy-house, or to a sordid lantern. Books, 
like men their autliors, liave no more than one way of 
coming into the world; but there are ten thousand, to go 
out of it^ and return no more. 

I profess to your highness in the integrity of my heart, 
that what I am going to say is literally true this minute 
I am writing : what revolutions, may happen before it 
shall be ready for your perusal, I can by no means wai*- 
rant : however, I beg you. to accept it as a specimen .of 
our learning, our politeness, and our wit. I do there- 
fiCH-e affirm, upon the word of a sincere man, that^ere 
is now actually in being a certain poet, called John Dry- 
derij^ whose translation of Virgil was lately printed in a 
large folio, well bound, and if diligent search were 
made, for aught I know, is yet to be seen. There is 
another, called NaJmm Tate, irho is ready to make oath, 
that he has caused many reams of verse to be published, 
whereof both himself and his bookseller (if lawfully re- 
quired) can still produce authentic copies^ and therefore 
wonders why the world is pleased to make such a secret 
of it. There is a third, known by the name of Tom 
Durfey^ a poet of a vast comprehension, a universal ge- 
nius, and most profound learning. There ai'e also one 
Mr. Bg^mer, and one Mn Dennis, most profound critics. 
There is a person styled Dr. Bendeyi who has written 
near a thousand pages of imraen^ erudition, giving a 
fiijl and true account of a certain squabble, of wonder- 
ful importance, between himself and a bookseller :t he is 
a writer of infinite wit and humour ; no man rallies with 
a better grace, and in more sprightly turns. Farther I 

* See the note on Swift^sOde to tiie Athenian Society, in voL y.* 
of thiB edition. N. 

f Bentley, in the controversy with LoMOi^ery, upon the ^enurne- 
ness of Phalaris^g epifltles. has given in a preface, a long account of 
his dialogues with a bookseller about ^e loan and restitution of 
a MS. H. 
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j avow to your higliDess, that with these eyes I have be- 
I held the pei-son of William WoUon, B. D. who has writ- 
ten a good sizeable volume against a friend of your go- 
vernor* (from whom alas ! he must therefore look for little 
favour) in a most gentlemanly style, adorned with the 
utmost politeness and civility ; replete with discoveries 
I equally valuable for their novelty and use ; and embel- 
/ iished with traits ^f ^nt, so poignant and so apposite, 
/ that he is a Worthy yokemate to his forementioned 
friend. 

Why should I go upon farther particulars, which mi^ht 
fill a volume with the just elogies of my contemporary 
brethren ? I shall bequeath this piece of justice to a lalr- 
ger work ; wherein I intend to write a cfaaract£a^ of the 
present set of wits in our nation : their persons I shall de- 
scribe particularly and at length, their genius and under- 
standings in miniature. 

In the mean time, I do here make bold to present your 
highness with a faithful abstract drawn from the univer- 
sal b^fiy of all ai-ts and sciences, intended wholly for 
your service and instruction: nor do I doubt in the 
least, but your highness will peruse it as caiefiilly, and 
make as considepible improvements, as other young 
princes haVe already done, by the many volumes of late 
years written for a help to their studies.! 

That your highness may advance in wis<lbm and vir- 
tue, as well as years, and at last out-shine all your royal 
ancestors, shall be the daily prayer of, 
Sir, 

Your Highoess's most devoted, «&c. 

• Sir William Temple. H. 

f There were innumerable books printed for the use of the Dtu^ 
phin of France. H. 

VOL. III. C 
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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

* August, 1697. 

^FhE wits of the present age being so veiy numerous 
and penetrating, it seems the grandees of church and 
state begin to fall under horrible apjl^hensions, lest these 
gentlemen, during the intervals of a long peace, should 
find leisure to pick holes in the weak sides of religion 
and government To prevent which, there has been 
much thought employed of late, upon certain projects 
for taking off the force and edge of those formidable in- 
quirers, from canvassing and reasoning upon sudi deli- 
cate points. They have at length fixed upon one, which 
will require some time, as well as cost, to perfect. Mean 
while, the danger hourly increasing, by new levies of 
wits, all appointed (as there is reason to fear) with pen, 
ink, and paper, which may, at an hour's warning, be 
drawn out into pamphlets, and other offensive weapons, 
ready for immediate execution; it was judged of absolute 
necessity, that some present expedient be thought on, t31 
the main design can be brought to maturity. To this 
end, at a grand committee some days ago, this important 
discovery was made by a cei*tain curious and refined 
/ observer ; that seamen have a custom, when they meet 
/ a whale, fo fling him out an empty tub by way of amuse- 
/ ment, to divert him from laying violent hands upon tlie 
ship. This parable was immediately my thologised : 
J the whale was inteipreted to be Hobbes's Leviathan, 
y which tosses and plays with all schemes of religion and 
government; whereof a great many are hollow, and dry, 
and empty, and noisy, and wooden, and given to rota- 
tion : this is the leviathan, wlieuce the terrible wits of 
our age are said to fionow their weapons. The ship in 
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danger is easily understood to be its old antitype, the 
commonwealth.* But how to analyse the tub, was a 
matter of difficulty : when, after long inquiry and de- 
bate, the literal meaning was preserved ; and it was de- 
creed, that in order to prevent these leviathans from 
/tossing and sporting with the conunonwealth, which of 
/ itself is too apt to. fluctuate, they should be diverted 
from that game by a Tale of a Tub. And, my genius 
being conceived to lie not unhappily that way, I had 
the honour done me to be engaged in the performance. 

This is the sole design in publishing the following 
treatise, which I hope will serve for an interim of some 
months to employ those unquiet spirits, till the perfect* 
ing of that great work : into the secret of which, it is 
reasonable the courteous reader should have some little 
light- 

It is intended, that a large academy be erected, capa- 
ble of containing nine thousand seven hundred forty 
and three persons ;t which, by modest computation, is 
reckoned to be pretty near the current number of wits, 
in this island. These are to be disposed into the seve- 
ral schools of this academy, and there pursue those 
studies, to which their genius most inclines them. The 
undertaker himself wiQ publish liis proposals with all 
convenient speed : to which I shall refer the curious read- 
er for a more particular account, mentioning at present 
only a few of the prindpal schools. There is first, a 
large paederastic school, with French and Italian mas- 
ters. There is, also, the spelling school, a very spar 
ciou8l)uilding : the school of looking-glasses : the school 
of swearing :• the school of critics : the school of saliva- 

* So Horace, lib. I. Od. xiv. 

** O Navis ! referent in marc te novi 

**Fluctus." M^.Pale. 

f The nomber of livings in England. MS. Pate. 
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tion : the school of hobby-horses : the school of poetry : 
the school of tops : the school of spleen : the school of 
gaming : with many others, too tedioua to recount. No 
pei-son to be admitted member into any of these schools^ 
without an attestation under two sufficient person's hands, 
certifying him to be a wit. . 

But, to return: I am suiHcientJiy instructed in the 
principal duty of a preface, if my genius were capable 
of arriving at it. Thrice have I forced my imaginar 
tion to make the tour of my invention, and thrice it hag 
returned empty; the latter having been wholly drained 
by the following treatise. Not so, my more successful 
brethren the modems ; who will by no means let slip a 
preface or dedication, without some notable distinguish- 
ing stroke to surprise the reader at the entry, and kindle 
a wonderful expectation of what is to ensue. Such was 
that of a most ingenious poet, who, soliciting his brain 
for something new, compared himself to the hangman^ 
and his patron to the patient: this was insi^ne, recens^ 
indicium ore aUo*. When I went through that necessa- 
ry and nobl^ course of study,! I had the happiness to 
observe many such egregious touches, which I shall not 
injure the authors by transplanting : because I have re- 
marked, that nothing is so very tender as a modem 
piece of wit, and which is apt to suffer so much in the 
carriage. Some things are extremely witty to-day, or 
fasting, or in this place, or at eight o'dock, or over a 
bottle, or spoke by Mr. What'd'y'call'm, or in al^ sum* 
mer's morning ; any of the which, by the smallest traos- 
posal or misapplication, is^ utterly annihilate. Thus, 
wit has its walks and purlieus, out of which it may not 

* Horace— Something extraordmai7, new, and never hit upon be- 
fore. H. 
t Reading prefaces, &c. H. 
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^(ray the breadth of a hair, upon peril of being lost The 
modems have artfully fixed this mercury, and reduced 
it to the cii-aunstances of time, place, and person. Such 
a jest there is, that will not pass out of Covent-Garden ; 
and such a one, that is no where intelligible but at Hyd&- 
Park comer. Now, though it sometimes tenderly af- 
fects me to consider, that aU the towardly passages I 
shall deliver in the following treatise, will grow quite 
out of date and relish with the first shifting of the pre- 
sent scene, yet I must needs subscribe to the justice of 
this proceeding: because I cannot imagine why we 
should be at expense to furnish wit for succeeding age9> 
when the former have made no sort of provision for 
ours : wh^ein I speak the sentiment of the very new- 
est, and consequently the most orthodox refiners, as 
well as my own. However, being extremely solicitous, 
that every accomplished person, who has got into the 
taste of w it calculated for this present month of August, 
1697, should descend to the very bottom of all the sub- 
lime, throughout this treatise ; I hold fit to lay down 
this general maxim : whatever reader desires to have a 
thorough comprehension of an author's thoughts, cannot 
take a better method, than by -putting himself iuto the 
circumstances and postures of life, that the writer was 
in upon every important passage, as it flowed frotn his 
pen : for this will introduce a parity, and strikt corres- 
pondence of ideas, between the reader and tlie author. 
I^ow, to assist the diligent reader in so delicate an af- 
fair, as far as brevity will permit, I.have recollected, 
that the shrewdest pieces of this treatise were conceived 
in bed, in a garret; at other times, for a reason best 
Imown to myself, I thought fit to sharpen my invention 
with hunger; and in general, the whole work was be- 
^n, continued, and ended, under a long course of phy- 
B\e$ and a great want of money. Kow, I do affirm, it 
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will be absolutely impossible for the candid peruser t9 
go along with me in a great many bright passages, un- 
less, upon tlie several difficulties emergent, he wiU 
please to capacitate and prepare himself by these di- 
rections. And this I lay down as my principal posh^ 



Because I have professed to be a most devoted ser- 
vant to all modern forms, I apprehend some curious wit 
may object against me, for proceeding thus far in a 
preface, without declaiming, according to the custom, 
against the multitude of writers, whereof the whole mul- 
titude of writers most reasonably complain. I am just 
come fi'om perusing some hundreds of prefaces^ wherein 
the authors do, at the very beginning, address the gentle 
reader concerning this enormous grievance. *-0f these I 
have preserved a few examples, and shall set them down 
as neai' as my memory has been able to retain them. 

One begins thus : 

^' For a man to set up for a writer, when the {Hreas 
swarmswith,'* &c. ^ 

Another; 

" The tax upon paper does not lessen th^ number <rf 
scribbfers, who daily pisler,** Ac. 

Another; 

" When every little would-be-wit takes pen in band, 
• tis in vain to enter the lists," &c 

Another; 

" To observe what trash the press swanns with,'' &g. 

Another^ 

** Sir, It is merely in obedience to your commands^ 
that I venture into the public ; for who upon a less con- 
aderation would be of a party with such a rabble of 
scribblers," &c 

Now, I have two words in my own defence against 
this objection.' Fii^ I am far from granting the number 
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of ^vfiters a nuisance to our natioo, having strenuoualy • 
maintained the contrary, in several parts of the follow* 
ii^ discourse. Secondly, I do not well understand the 
justice of this proceeding; because I observe many of 
these polite prefaces to be not only from the same hand, 
but irom those who are most voluminous in their several 
productions. Upon which, I shall tell the reader a eboTi 
tale. 

A mountebank, in Ldcester-Eields, bad drawn a huge 
asaevMy about him. Among the rest, a fat unwieldy 
fellow, half stifled in the press, would be every fit crying 
out^ ^ Lord ! what a filthy crowd is here I pray, good peo* 
pie, give way a little. Bless me ! what a devil has raked 
tULs rabble together! z — ds, what squeezing is this ! Ho- 
nest friend, remove your elbow.^ At last a weaver, that 
stood next him, could hold no longer. '^ A plague con- 
found you," said he, " for an overgrown sloven; and 
who, in the devil's name, I wonder, helps to make up 
. the crowd half so much as yourself? Don't you conid- 
der, with a pox, that you take up more room with that 
carcass, than any five here ? ^ Is not the place as fr^ 
for us as for you ? Biing your own guts to a reasonable 
compass, and be d — ^n'd, and tlien I'll engage we shall 
have room enough for us all." 

There are certain common privileges of a writer, the 
benefit whereof I hope, there will be no reason to doubt ; 
particularly, that where I am not understood, it shall be 
concluded, that something very useful and profound is 
couched underneath : and again, that whatever word or 
sentence is printed in a different character, shall be 
judged to contain something extra<»dinary either of wit 
or sublime.r 

As for the liberty I have thought fit to take of prais- 
ing myself, upon some occasions or none ; I am sure it 
will aeed no excuse, if a multitude of great examples . 

?" 
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be allowed ^uffieieat authority : for it is here to be note^ 
that praise was origiaally s^ pensioa paid hj the world ; 
but the modems, finding the trouble and chaise tod 
great in coUecting it, have lately bought out the fee- 
simple; since which time, the right of presentation is 
wholly in ourselves. For this.i-eason it is, that whea 
an author makes his own elogy, he uses a certain 
form to declare and insist upon his title, which is 
commonly in these or the like words, " I speak without 
vanity ; which I think plainly show^ it to be a matter 
rf right and justice." Now, I do here once for all de- 
clare, that in every encounter of this nature ^brough the 
following treatise, the form aforesaid is implied ; whidi 
I mention, to save the trouble of repeating it on )so many 
occasions. ^ " 

It is a great ease to my conscience, that I have writr 
ten so elaborate and useful a discourse, without one 
grain of satire intermixed; which is the sole point, 
wherein I have taken leave to dissent from the famous 
originals of oiu* age and country. I have observed 
some satirists to use the public much ayt the rate, that pe- 
dants do a naughty boy, ready horsed for discipline: 
first, expostulate the case, then plead the necessity of the 
rod from great provocations, and conclude every period 
with a lash. Now, if I know any thing of mauMnd, 
these gentlemen might very weD spare their reproof and 
correction : for there is not, through all nature; another 
so callous and insensible a member, as the world's poste^ 
riora, whether you apply to it the toe or the birch. 
Besides, most of our late satirists seem fo lie under a 
sort of mistske ; that because nettles have the preroga- 
tive to sting, therefore all other weeds must do so too. I 
make not this comparison out of the least design to de- 
tract from these wwthy writers ; for it is well known 
among mythologists, that weeds have the pre-eminence 
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over all other vegetables; wid therefore the first mo- 
narch * <3i this island, whose taste and judgment were 
80 acate and refined, did very wisely root out the roses 
firom the collar of the order, and plant the thistles in 
their stead, as the nobler flower of the two. For which 
reason it is conjectured by profounder antiquaries, that 
the satirical itch, so {Nrevalent in this part of our island, 
was first brought among us from beyond the Tweed.f 
Here may^it long flourish and abound : may it survive 
and neglect the scorn of the world, with as much easie 
and contempt, as the world is insensible to the lashes of 
it May their own dulness, or that of their party, be no 
^scouragement for the authors to proceed ; but let them 
remember, it is with wits as with razors, which are never 
so apt to cut those they are employed on, as when they 
have lost their edge. Besides, those whose teeth ai-e too 
rotten to bite, f are best, of all others, qualified to re- 
venge that defect with their breath. 

I am not, like other men, to ?nvy or undervalue the 
talents I cannot reach ; hr which reason I must needs 
bear a true honour to this large eminent sect of our Bri-' 
tMi writers. And I hope, this little panegyric will not 
be oifenfflve to their eai-s, since it has the advantage of 
beii^ only designed fo»^themselves. Indeed, nature her- 1 
self' has ts^en order, that fame and honour should be i 
purchased at abetter penny-woilh by satire, than by any 
other productions of the brain ; the world being soonest 
provoked to praise by lashes, as men are to love. There 
is a problem in an ancient author, why dedications, and 



♦ James I. MS. PaU. 

f Scoaand. MS. PaU. 

X * Are best, of all others, qualified,' &c. Here tlie diqunction of 
the word * bert ' from the word * qualified ' makes the sentence un- 
couth ; which would run better thu»— * Are, of all others, best quali- 
fied,* &c. S. 
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other bundles of flattery, run aH upon stale musty tepieft, 
without the smallest tincture of any thing, new; not 
only to the torment and nauseatidg of the christian 
reader, but, if not suddenly prevented, to the universal 
spreading of that pestilential disease, the lethai^^ in 
this island : whereas there is very little satire, which has 
not something in it untouched before. The defects of 
the former are usually imputed to the wantof invention 
among those who are dealers in that kind ; but^ I think, 
with a great deal of injustice ; the solution being ea^ 
and natural ; for, the materials of panegyric, being very 
few in number, have been long since exhausted. Fco*, as 
health is but one thiti^, and has been always the same, 
whereas diseases are by thousands^ beside new and daily 
additions; so, all the virtues that have been ever in 
mankind, are to be counted upon a few lingers ; Imt 
their follies and vices are innumerable, and time adds^ 
hourly to the heap. Now the utmiost a poor poet can 
do, is to get by heart a list of the cardinal virtues, and 
deal them with his utmost liberality to his hero, or bis 
patron : he may ring the changes as far as it will go, and 
vai^ his phrase till he has talked round: but the reader 
quickly fijuds it ia all pork,* wid^i a little variety of 
sauce» For there is no inventing t^rms of art beyond 
our ideas ; and, when our ideas are ejp^hausted, terms of 
art must be so too. 

But, though the matter for panegyric were as fruitftil 
as tlie. topics of satire, yet would it not be hard to find 
out a sufficient reason, why the latter will be always bet- 
ter received than the first. For, this being bestowed <6n- 
ly upon one, or-a few persons at a time, is sure to jcake 
envy, and consequently ill words from the rest, who have 
no share in the blessing : but satire, being levelled at all 

* Plutarcb. 
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is Bever resentBd for an<^QfeDce by aoj, siiu^ eveiyindi- 
vidaal person makes bold to understand it of others, aiid 
very wisely removes his particular part of the burden 
up<m the shoulders of the world, which are bioad enough, 
and aUe to bear it. To this purpose, I have somethnes 
reflected upon the difference between Athens and £ng« 
land, with respect to the point before us. In the Attic x 
commonwealth,^ it was the pnrilege and birth-right of ) 
e:^er7 diizen and poet to rail aloud, and in puUic, or to / 
expose upon the stage, by name^ any person they (deased, ' 
thon^ of the greatest figure, whether a Ci-eon, an Hy- 
perbolus) an Alcibiados, or a Demosthenes : but, on the 
other side, the least reflecting, word let £^ against the V^ 
people in general, was imme<Uately caught up, and re- C^ 
venged upon the authors, however considerable for their ^ ' 
quality or their merits. Whereas in England it is .^ist ^^ 
the reverse of all this. . Here, you may securely display '\ 
your utmost rhetoric against mankind, in the £Btce of the J 
world ; teH them, " That all are gone astray ; that there ^ 
id none that doth good, no not one; that we live in thje' \ 
very dreg& of time ; that knavery and atheism are epi-^ I 
demic as the pox ; that honesty is fled with Astrsea ;'' / 
with any other common-places, equally neWv, and elo- 1 i 
quent, which are furnished by the spUndida hUisJf And | 
when you have done, the whole audience, far from being, i 
offended, shall return you thanks, as a deliverer of pre- \ 
cious: and useful trutiis. Nay, farther ; it is but to ven- 
ture your lungs, and you may preach in Covent-Garden 
against fc^peiy and fornication, and something else: 
against pride, and dissimulation^ and bribery, at White- 
hall : you may expose rafone and injustice in the inns of 
courtK^hapel : and in a city pulpit, be as fierce as you 

* See Xenophon. 
t- Horace.— Spleen, 

c a 
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^ please against avarice, bjpocrUy, and ext€nriioQ. 'Tit 

i but a ball bandied to and fro, and eyery man caities a 

/ racket about him, to strike it from himself among tbe 

^ rest of the company. But, on the other side, whoever 

should mistake the nature of things so far, as to drop but 

a angle hint in public, how such a one starved half the 

\ , *' fleet, ^and half poiwined the rest : hoTf such a one, fr-om a 

^'y / true principle of love and honour, pays no debts but for 

< Venches and play : how sudi a one has got a dap, and 

inns out d* his estate : how Paris, bribed by Juno a&d 

Yenus, loath to offend either party, slept out the whole i 

cause on the bench :^ or, how such an orator makes long 

speeches in the senate with much thought, little sense, 

and to no purpose ; whoever, I say, should venture to be 

thus partii^ar, must expect to be imprisoned for seem- 

deUum magnatum ; to have chaHenges sent him; to be 

sued for defunation ; and to be brought before the bar 

of the house. 

But I forget that I am ^cpatiating on a subject, where- 
m I have no concern, haviog neither a talent nor an in^ 
clination for satire. On the other side, I am so entirely 
satis^ed with the whole present procedure of human 
things, that I have been some years {nreparing materials 
towards A Panegyric upon the World ; to which I in- 
tended to add a second part, entitled, A modest Defence 
of the proceedings of the Rabble in alP Ages. Both 
these I had thoughts jto publish, by way of Appendix to 
the following treatise ; but finding my common-place book 
fill much slower than I had reason to expect, I have 
ehosen to defer them to smother occasion. Besides, I 
have been unha^^ily prevented in thalt design by a ccr- 

* Juno and Venus are money and a mistress ; very powerful bribes 
. to a judge, if scandal says tnie. I remember such reflections were 
cast about that time ; but I caaiiot ix the persos intended here. 
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tain domedtic misfortune, in tbe particulars thereof, 
though it would be xfry seasonable, and much in the 
modern way, to inform the gentle reader, and would also 
be of great assistance towards cl^tending this Preface 
into the size now in yogue, which by rule ought to be 
liiige in proporti(m as the subsequent volume is small; 
yet I shall now dismiss our impatient reader from any 
farther attendance at the porch ; and, having duly pre- 
pared his mind by a preliminary discourse, shairgladly 
introduce him to the sublime mysteries that ensue.* 

* Of tills work charity may be persuaded to think that it might 
be written by a man of a peculiar character without ill intention; but 
it is certainly of dangerous example. When it first raised the atten- 
tion of the public, Sachererell meeting Smalridge, tried to flatter him, 
Remingtothmk him the author; but Smalridge answered with indig- 
nation, ** Not all that you and I have in the world, nor all that we 
e^^cr shall have, should hire me to write the Tale of a TVfr." 

JOHNSOT^. 
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" Democritufi, dum ridet, philosophatur.^' 

SECT. I. 

THE INTRODUCTION. 

^iVHOEVER has an ambition to be heard in a Grow4» 
must press, and squeeze, ^nd thrust, and climb, with in- 
defatigable pains, till he has exalted himself to a certain 
degreee of altitude above them. Now in all assemblies, 
though you wedge them ever so close, we may observe 
this peculiar property, that over their heads there is 
room enough, but how to reach it is the difficult point > 
it being as hard to get quit of a number, as of hell'; 

evatUre ad auraSy 

Hoe opusy hie labor tst.* ViROit. 

To this end, the^ philosopher's way in all ages, has 
been by erecting certain edifices in the air: but whatever 
p-actice and reputation these kind of structures have 
formerly possessed, or may still continue in, not except- 
ing even that of Socrates, when he was supended in a 
basket to help contemplation ; I think, with due submis- 
sion, they seem to labour under two inconveniences. 
First, That the foundations being laid too high, they have 
been often out of sight, iBind ever out di hearing. Second- 
ly, That Ae materials, being very transitory, have suffer- 

* But to retarn and view the cheerful skies j 
In this the task atid mighty labour liesr D&tden.- 
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ed much from indemencies of air, espeeially in these 
nwth-west r^ons. 

Therefore, towards the just performance of this great 
work, there remain but three methods, that I can think 
of; whereof the wisdom of our ancestors being highly 
sensible, has, to encourage all aspiring adventurers, 
thought fit to erect three wooden machines for the use 
of those orators, who desire to talk much without inter-- 
ruption. These are, the pulpit, the ladder, and the 
stage-itinerant. For, as to the bar, though it be com- 
pounded of die sietme matter, and designed for the same 
use, it cannot howeyei* be well allowed the honour of a 
fourth, by reason of its level or /nferior situation expo- 
sing it to perpetual inteniiption from collaterals. — 
jSTeither can the bench itself, though raised to a promi- 
nency, put in a better claim, whatever its advocates in- 
sist on. For if th^ please to look into the original 
design of its erection, and ^e circumstances or adjuncts 
subservient to that design, they will soon acknowledge 
the present practice, exactly correspondent to the primi- 
tive institution, and both to ..answer the etymology of 
the name, t^hich in the Phoenician tongue is a word of 
great signification, importing, if literally interpreted^ 
the place o! sleep ; but in common acceptation, a seat 
well bolstered and cushioned, for the repose of old and 
gouty limbs : senes ut in dtia tuta recedant. Fortune 
being indebted to them this part of retaliation, that, as 
formerly they have long talked, whilst others slept f so 
now they may sleep as long, while others talk. 

But if no other argument could occur, to exclude the 
bench and the bsa* from the list of oratorical machines, 
it were sufiSicient, that the admission of them would 
overthrown number, which I was resolved to establish,, 
whatever argument it might cost me { in imitation of 
that prudent method observed by many other philoso* 
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phais, ftod great clerki, whose chief art in divinoD ha& 
been to grow foad of some proper mystical number, 
which their imaginations haye rendered sacred, to a de- 
gree, that thej force cfHnmocTreason to fmd room for it, 
in every part of nature ; reducing, including, and adjust- 
ing every genus and speciea^ within that compass, by 
<;6upling some against their wills, and banishing others 
at any rate. Now, uraong all the rest, the profound 
number THREE is that, whkh has most employed my 
sublimest speculations^ nor ever without wonderful de- 
light. There is now in the press, and will be published 
next term, a panegyrical essay of nunc upon this num- 
ber; wherein I have,, ky most convincing proofs, not 
only reduced the senses and the elements under its ban- 
ner, but brought over several deserters from its two 
gi«at rivals, SEVEN and NINE *. 

Now, the first of these oratorical machines in place, 
as well as dignity, is the pulpit Of pulpits there are 
in this island several sorts ; but I esteem only that made 
of timbar from the s^ha Caledama]^ which agrees very 
well with our climate. If it be upon its decay, it is tbe 
better both for conveyance of sound, and for other rea- 
sons to be mentioned hj and by. The degree of per- 
fection in shape and size, I take to consist in being ex- 
tremely narrow, with little ornament; and best of all 
without cover (for, by ancient rule it ought to be the 
only uncovered vessel in every assembly, inhere it is 
rightfully used) by which mean^ from its near resem- 
blance to a pillory, it will ever have a mi^ty influence 
on human ears. 

Of ladders I need say nothing : it is observed by fo- 
reigners themselves, to the honour of our country, that 

* Seven times sereo, and seven times nine, the two elimact^cf. 
MS. Paie. 
f Scotland. MS. PaU. 
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we excel all nations in our practice and understanding^ 
of this machine. The ascending orators do not only 
oblige their audience in the agreeable deKv»y, but the 
whole world in the early publication of their ^^eeches;* 
which I look upon as the choicest treasury of our Bri- 
tish eloquence, and whereof I am informed, that worthy 
citizen and bookseller, Mr. John Dunton,t has made a 
faithfid and painful collection, which he shortly designs 
to publish in twelve volumes in folio, illustrated with 
copier-plates. A work highlj usefiii and curious, and 
altogether worthy of such a hand. >^ 

The last engine of t^rators is the stage itinerantj erect- 
ed with much sagacity, suh Jove jjhmo^ in trims €t qwh 
drims.^ It is the great seminary of the two former, and 
its orators are sometimes preferred to the one, and some- 
times to the other, in proportion to their deservings; 
there being a strict and perpetual intercourse between 
all three. 

From this accurate deduction it is manifest, that for 
obtaining attention in public, there is of necessity requi- 
red a superior position of place. But, although this 
point be generally granted, yet the cause is little agreed 
in ; and it seetos to me^ that very few philosophers have 
fellen into a true, natural solution of this phenomenon. 
The deepest account, and the most fairly digested of 
any I have yet met with, is this; that air being a hea- 
vy body, and therefore, according to the system of Epi- 
curus,|| continually descending, must needs be more so, 
when loaden and pressed down bywords; which are 

* Paul Lorraine's paper?, then ordinary of Newgate. MS. Pate. 

t In whose " Life and Errors" are many curious and valuable 
anecdotes. N. 

t The mountebank's stage, whose orators the tiuthor determinei 
either to the gallows, or a conventicle. H. 

i In the open air, and in itreeti where the greatest retort ii. K. 

iiLacretius, lib. ii. 
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slsQ bodiefl of much weight and gravity, as it is manifest 
from those deep impresidons the}" make and leave upon 
us ; kad therefore must be delivered from a due altitude, 
or else they will neither carry a good aim, nor fiall^owii 
with a sufBicient force. 

Corpoream guoque entm vocem eotutare faiendum estf 
Ei tonihm, qtumiam poitunt impeUere senttu.f 

liucr. Ub. ir. 

And I am the readier to favour thi» conjecture, from 
a common observatimi, that in the several assemblies of 
these orators, nature itself has instructed the hearers to 
stand with their mouths qpen, and erected parallel to 
the horizon^ so as they may be intersected^ a perpen- 
dicular line from the zenith to the centre of the earth. 
In which position, if the audience be well compact, 
every one carries home a Aare, and little or nothing is 
lost 

I confess thore is something yet more refined, in the 
contrivance and structure of oui* modera theatres. For, 
first, the pit is sunk below the stage, with due regard to 
the institution above deduced ; that whatever weighty 
matter shall be delivered thence, whedier it be lead or 
gold, may fell plump into the jaws of certain critics, as 
I think they are called, which stand ready opened to 
devour them. Then, the boxes are built round and 
raised to a level with the scene, in deference to the la- 
dies; because, that large portion of wit, laid out in rais- 
ing pruriences and protuberances,* is observed to run 
much upon a line, and ever in a circle. The whining 
passions, and little starred conceits, are gendy wafted 
up by their own extreme levity, to the middle region, 
and there fix and are frozen by the fri^d understandings 

f ** *Tifl certain then, that voice that thus can wound, 
Jb all material; body every louod.^' H. 
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•f the inhabitants. Bomhastiy and buffoonery, by na^ 
ture lofly and Ught, soar highest of all, and would be 
lost in the roo(- if the prudent architect had not, mth 
much foresight, contrived for them a fourth place, called 
the twelve-penny gallery, and there planted a suitable 
colony, who greedily intercept them in their passage. 

Now this physico-logical scheme of oratorial recepta- 
cles or machines, contains a great mystery ; being a type, 
a sign, an emblenv a shadow, a symbol, bearing analogy 
to the spacious commonwealth 6[ writers, and to those 
methods by which they must exalt themselves to a cer- 
tam eminency above the inferior world. By.tlie pulpit, 
^e adumbrated the wiitings of our modem saints in 
Great Britain, as they have ^iritualia&ed and refined 
them, from the dross and grossness of sense and human 
reason. The matter, as we have said, is of rotten wood ; 
and that upon two considerations; because it is the 
quality of rotten wood to give light in the dark; and, 
secondly, because its cavities are full of worms ; which 
is a type with a pair of handles,"^ having a respect to the 
two principal quaMcatiens of the orator, and the two 
different fates attending upon his works. 

The ittddep ie an adequate symbpl of factim and of 
poetry^ to both of which so noble a number of. authors 
are indebted for their fame. Of faction, becausef 
******* Hiatus in MS. 



* The tiro principal qualifications of a fanatic preacher are, his in- 
ward light, and his head full of maggoti; and the two different fates 
of his writings are, to be burnt or worm-eaten. H. 

t Here is pretended a defect in the manuscript; and this is very 
frequent with our author, either when he thinks he cannot say any- 
thing worth reading, or when he has no mind to enter on the subject, 
or when it is a matter of little moment; or perhaps to amuse his 
reader^ whereof he is frequently very fond ; or, lastly, with some ta 
tirical intention. H« 



,y Google 



M A TALE OF A TUB. 

O{poein^ beeaupe its oraton do perorare with a song; 
and because climhiDg up hj slow degrees^ fate is sure to 
turn them ol!^ before they can reach withio many steps 
of the top; and because it is a [H^ferment attained bj 
transfeiring of propriety, and a c<»ifoundiii^of meum and 
tuu$n. 

Under the stage itinerant, are couched those produc- 
tions designed for the pleasure and delight of morti^ man; 
such as, six>penny-worth of wit, Westminster drolleries, 
delightfiil tales, complete jesters, and the like ; by which 
the writers of and for orvb-street have in these latter 
ages so nobly triumphed over time; have clipped his 
wings, pared Ym nails, filed his teeth, turned back his hoar 
glass, blunted his sithe, and drawn the hobnails out of 
his shoes. It is under tlus class I have presumed to list 
my present treatise, being just come from having the 
honour conferred upon me, to be adopted a member of 
that illustrious fraternity. 

^ow, I am not unaware how the productions of the 
Grub-street brotherhood have of late years fallen under 
many prejudices, nor how it has been the perpetual em- 
ployment of two junior start-up societtes, to ridicule tliem 
and their authors, as unworthy then* established post id 
the commonwealth of wit and learning. Their own con- 
sciences will easily inform tliem whom I mean ; nor has 
the world been so negligent a looker-on, as not to observe 
the continual efforts made by the societies of Gresharo,* 
and of Will's,! to edify a name and reputation, upon the 

* Gresham college was the place where the Royal SoeietT- then 
met; whence they first removed to CraneH^ourt in Fleetn^treet; aod 
iince to Somerset-place. N. 

t Will's cofifee-house in Corent-gardai, was formerly the place 
where the poets usually met, which, though it beyetfreshin memdry» 
in some years may be forgotten, asd want tbb <tplanation. ~ H. 
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ruin of OURS. And this is yet a more feeling grief to 
lis, upon the regards of teiMerness as well as of justice, 
when we reflect on their proceedings not only as unjust, 
but as ungrateful, undutifol, and unnatural. For how 
caai it be forgot by the world or themselres, to say nothing 
e( our oTTn records, which are full and clear in the point, 
that they both are seminaries not only of our planting, 
but our watering too ? I am informed our two rivals have 
lately made an oflFer to enter into the lists with united 
forces, and' challenge us to a comparison of books, both as 
to^wei^t and number. In return to which, with licence 
from our president, I humbly offer two answers: first, 
we say, the prc^osal is like that wMch Archimedes made 
upon a smaller afliskir,* including an impossibility in the 
practice ; for, where can they find scales of capacity 
enough for the first, or aa arithmetician of capacity 
enough for the second. Secondly, we are ready to ac- 
cept the challeiife; but with this ccmdition, that a third 
indifferent person be Assigned, to whose impartial judg- 
ment it should be left to decide, which society, each 
book, treatise, or pamphlet do roost properly belong to. 
This poin^ God knows, is very far from being fixed at 
present: for, we are ceady to produce a catalogue of 
some thousands, which, in all common justice, ought to 
be entitled to oui* fraternity, but by the revolted and 
new-fangled ivriters, most perfidiously ascribed to the 
others. Upon all which, we think it very unbecoming 
our prudence, that the determination should be remitted 
to the authors themselves; when our adv^isaries, by 
briguing and caballing, have caused so universal a defec- 
tion from us, that the greatest part of our society has 
already deserted to them, and our nearest friends begin 
to stand aloof, as if they were half ashamed to own us. 

* Vis. About mo^lag the eartb. Original. 
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This is the utmost I am authorized to gay upon so ua- 
• grateful and melancholy a subject ; because tve are* ex- 
treme unwilling to inflame a controvert, -whose con- 
tinuance may be so fatal to the interests of us all, desiring 
much rather that things be amicably composed ; and iie 
shall so far advance on our side, as to be i^ady to re> 
ceive the two prodigals with open arms, whenever they 
shall think fit to return frcmi their "husks and their hai> 
lots; which, I think, from the present course of4heir stu- 
diesf they most propa*ly may be said to be engaged in; 
and, like an indulgent jparent^ continue to them our af- 
fection and our blessings 

But the greatest maim given to that general reception, 
which the writings of our society ha-ve formeriy received 
(next to the transitory state of all sublunary thisgis) has 
been a superficial vein among many readers of the pfre- 
sent age, who will by no means be persuaded to inspect 
beyond the surface and the rind of things ; t^hereas, wris- 
dom is a fox, who, alter long hunting, will at last cost you 
the pains to dig out : it is a cheese, which, by how much 
the richer, has the thicker, the homelier, and the coarser 
coat; and whereof, to a judicious palate, the maggots are 
the best : it is a sack-posset, wherein the deeper yott go, 
you will find it the sweeter. Wisdom is a hen, whose 
cackling we must value and consider, because it is at- 
tended with an egg : but then, lastly, it is a nut which, 
unless yon choose with judgment, may cost you a toothy 
and pay you with nothii^ but a worm. In consequence 
of these momentous truths, the grubsean ss^es have 
always chosen to convey their precepts and their arts^ 
shut up within the vehicles of types and fables; which, 
having been perhaps more carefiil and curious in adom- 

* It should be, * extremely unwilling,' &c. S. 

f Virtuoso experjmedta, and modern cooiedies. OriginaL 
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iog^liaa was altogether necessary, it has fared with these 
vehicles, after the usual fate of coaches over finely paint- 
ed and gilt, that the transitory gazers have so dazzled 
their-eyes, and filled their imaginations with the outward 
lustre, as neither to regard or consider the pei-son or the 
parts of the owner within. A misfortune we undei^ 
with somewhat less reluctancy, because it has been com- 
mon to us, with Pythagoras, iEsop, Socrates, and other of 
our predecessors. 

However, that neither the world, nor ourselves, may 
any longer suffer by such misunderstandings, I have been 
prevailed on, af^ermuch importunity from our friends, to 
travel in a complete and laborious dissertation, upon the 
prime productions of our society : which, beside their 
beautiful e3cteruals, for the gratification of superficial 
readers, have darkly and deeply couched under them 
the most finished and refined systems of all sciences and 
arts ; as I do not doubt to lay open, by untwisting or un- 
winding, and either to draw up by exantlation, or dis- 
play by inciaon. 

This great work was entered upon some years ago, by 
one of our most eminent members : he began with the 
history of Reynard the fax^ but neither lived to pub- 
lish his essay, nor to proceed farther in so useful an at- 
tempt ; which is very much to be lamented, because the 
discovery he made, and communicated with his friends^ 
is now universally received; nor do I think, any of the 
learned will dispute that famous treatise to be a complete 
body of civil knowledge, and the revelation, or rather 
the apocalypse of all state arcana. B^t the progress I 
have made is mHch greater, having already finished my 

* The author seemi here to be mistaken j for I have seen a Latin 
edition of Re3mard the fox, above a hundred years old, which i take 
to be the original ; for the rest, it has been thought by many people 
td contain some satirical design in it Hr 
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annotations upon several dozens; from some of vfakh^ I 
shall impart a few hints to the candid reader, as far as 
irill be necessary to the conclusion, at wliidi I aim. 

The first piece I have handled, is that of Tom Thumbs 
lii^hose author was a Pythagorean philosopher. This 
dark treatise contains the whole scheme of the Metemp- 
sychosis^ deducing the progress of the soul through all 
her stages. 

The next is Dr, Faustus, penned by Artephius, an 
autlior banoB notue, and an adeptus ; he publii^ed it in 
the nine hundred eighty-fourth year of his age ;* this 
writer proceeds wholly by reincrudation, or in the via 
hunuda: and the marriage between Faustus and Helen 
does most conspicuously dilucidate the fermenting of the 
male and female dragon. 

WhiUrngton and his Cat is the work of that mysterious 
rabbi, Jehuda Hannasi, containing a defence pf the ge- 
mara of the Jerusalem misna,t and its just preference to 
that of Babylon, contrary to the vulgar opinion. 

The Hind and Panther. This is the master-piece of 
a famous writer now living4 intended for a complete 
abstract of sixteen thousand schoolmen, from Scotus to 
Bellarmin. 

Tommy Pots. Another piece supposed by the same 
hand, by way of supplement to the former. 

The Wise Men of Gotham^ cum appendice. This is a 
triBatise of immense erudition, being the great original 
and fountain of those arguments, bandied about both iu 
France and England, for a just defence of the moderns^ 

* The chemists say of him in their booVs, that he prolonged liifi 
life to a thousand years, and then died voluntarily. H. 

f The gemara is the decision, explanation, or interpretation of the 
Jewish rabbis: and the misna is properly the- code or body of the 
Jewish civil or common law.. H. 

X Viz. In the year 1697. Original, 
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leardiDg and wit, against the presumption, the. pride, and 
ignorance of the ancients. This unknown authcNr has so 
exhausted the subject, that a penetrating reader will 
easily discover whatever has been written smce upon that 
dispute, to be little more than repetition. An absti*act 
of this treatise'has heen lately published by a worthy 
member of our society.* 

These notices may serve to give the learned reader aa 
idea, as well as a taste, of what the whole work is likely 
to produce ; irherein I have now altogether circumscribed 
my thoughts and my studies; and, if I can bring it to a 
perfection before I die, shall reckon I have well employ- 
ed the poor remains of an unfcMrtunate life.f This indeed 
is m6re than I can jusly expect, from a quill worn to 
the pith in the service of the state, in pros and cons upon 
popish plots, and meal tubs,| and exclusion bills, and 
passive obedience, and addresses of lives and fortunes^ 
and prerogative, and property, and liberty of conscience, 
and letters to a friend : from an understanding and a 
conscience thread-bare and ragged with perpetual turn- 
ing ; from a head broken in a hundred places by the ma- 
lignants of the opponte factions ; and frx)m a body spent 
with poxes ill cured, by trusting to bawds and surgeons, 
who, as.it afterwards appeared, were professed enemies 
to me and the government, and revenged their party's 
quarrel upon my nose and shins: Four score and eleven 
pamphlets have F written under three reigns, and far 

* This if 8upi>08e to be onderetood of Mr. Wotton*8 diKoane of an- 
cient and modern learning. H. 

f Here the author seems, to personate L'Estranfe, Diyden, and 
some others, who, after having passed their lives in vices, faction, and 
fSalsehood, have the impudence to talk of merit, and innocence, and 
sufferings. H. 

X In King Charles the Second's time, there was an account of a 
presbyterian plot, found in a tuh, which then made much noise. H. 

D 
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the service of sLs-and-thirty factions. But, finding the 
state has no farther occasion for me and my ink, I re- 
tire willingly to draw it out into speculations more 
becoming a philosopher; having, to my unspeakable 
comfort, passed a long life with a conscience void of of- 
fence. 

But to return. I am assured from the reader's can- 
dour, that the brief specimen I have given, will easily 
clear all the rest of our society's productions, from an as- 
persion grown, as it is manifest, out of envy and igno- 
rance ; that they are of little fartlier use or value to 
mankind, beyond the common entertainments of their 
wit and then* style; for these I am sure have never yet 
been disputed by our keenest adversaries : in both which, 
as well as the more profound and mystical part, I have 
throughout this treatise, closely followed the most ap- 
plauded originals. And to render all complete, I have, 
with much thought and application of mind, so ordered, 
that the chief title prefixed to it, I mean, that under which 
I design it shall pass in the common conversations of 
coiirt and town, is modelled exactly after the manner pe- 
culiar to our society. 

I confess to have been somewhat liberal in tlie busi« 
ness of titles,* having observed the humour of multiply- 
ing them, to bear great vogue among certain writers, 
whom I exceedingly reverence. And indeed it seems 
not unreasonable, that books, the children of the brain, 
should have the honour to be christened with variety of 
names, as well as other infants of quality. Our famous 
Dryden has ventured to proceed a point fai-ther, endea- 

* The title-page in the original was so torn, that it was not possible 
to recover several titles, which the author here speaki of. Noit'by 
the Author. 
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roaring to introduce also a multiplicity of god-fatbers;'^ 
which is an improvement of much mcnre advantage upon ' 
a very obvious account It is a pity the admirable in- 
vention has not been better cultivated, so as to grow by 
this time into general imitation, when such an authority 
serves it for a precedent. Kor have my endeavours 
been wanting to second so useful an example : but it 
seems, there is an unhappy expense usually annexed to 
the calling of a god-father, which was clearly out <^ my 
iiead, as it is very reasonable to believe. Where the 
pinch lay, I cannot certainly affirm ; but having employ- 
ed a world of thoughts ^d pains to split my treatise into 
fcMTty sections, and living entreated forty lords of my 
acquaintance, that they would do me the honour to stand, 
they all made it a matter of conscience, and sent me 
thek excuses. 



SECT. ii.y ' 

Once upon a time, there was a man who had three sons 
by one wife,t and all at a birth, neither could the mid- 
wife tell certainly which was the eldest. Their father 
died while they were young ; and upon his death-bed, 
calling the lads to him, spoke thus : 

" Sons : because I have purchased no estate, nor was 
bom to any, I have long considered of some good lega- 
cies to bequeath you ; and at last, with much care as 
well as expense, have provided each of you (here they 

* See Virgil translated, &c. Ori^nai.— He dedicated the different 
parts of Virgil to different patrons. H. v 

f B7 these three sons, Peter, Martin, and Jack— Popery, the 
Church of England, and our Protestant Dissenters, are designed. W^ ^ 

WOTTON. 
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are) a new eoat.* Now, you are to understand, that these 
coats have two virtues contained in them : one is, that 
with good wearing^^they wiD last you fresh and sound 
as long as you live : the other is, that they will grow in 
the same proportion with your hodies, lengthening and 
widening of themselves, so as to be always fit Here ; 
let me see them on you before I die. So; very well; 
pray children wear them clean, and brush them ofteu 
You will find in my willf (here it is) full instructions in 
every particular concerning the wearing and manage- 
ment of your coats ; wherein you must be very exact, to 
avoid the penalties I have sippointed for every trans- 
gression or neglect, upon which your future fortunes 
will entirely depend. I have also commanded in my 
will, that you should live together in one house like 
brethren and friends, for then you will be sure to thrive, 
and not otherwise." 

Here the story says, this good father died, and th« 
three sons went all together to seek their fortunes. 

I shall not trouble you with recounting what adven- 
tures they met for the first seven years, any farther than 
by taking notice, that they carefully observed their fa- 
ther's will, and kept their coats in veiy good order: 
that they travelled through several countries, encounter- 
ed a reasonable quantity of giants, and slew certain 
di-agons. 

Being now arrived at the proper age for producing 
themselves, thej came up to town, and fell in love with 
the laidies, but especially three, who about that time 

* ThQ.Scripture. MS. PaU.^hy his coats, which' he gave his sodb, 
arc meant the. garment of the Israelites. W. Wotton.— An error 
(with srbmiBsion) of the learned commentator; for by the coats are 
meant the doctrine and faith of Christianity, by the wisdom of the di- 
vine fender fitted to all times, places, «nd circuraitanccB. Lamms. 

f The New Testament. H. 
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were in chief reputaUon ; the Dutchess d* Argent. Madame 
de Grands TitreSy and the Countess dOrgudL* On 
their first appearance, our three adventurers met with a 
very bad reception; and so(m, with great sagacity, 
guessing out the reason, they quickly began to improve 
in the good qualities of the town: they writ, and rallied, 
and rhymed, and sung, and said, and said nothing; 
they drank, and fought, and whored, and slept, and swore^ 
and took snulOT; they went to new plays on the first 
night, hannt^d the chocolate-houses, beat the watch, lay 
on bulks, and got claps; they bilked hackney-coachmei^ 
ran in debt witb shopkeepers, and lay with thdr wives ; 
they killed bailiffs, kicked fiddlers down stairs, eat at 
Locket's,! loitered at Will's 4 they talked of the draw- 
ii^-room, and never came there; dined with lords they 
never saw : whispered a dutchess, and spoke never a 
word : exposed the scrawls of their laundress for billet- 
doux of quality ; came ever just fironr court, and were 
never seen in it; attended the levee sub dio: got a Hst 
of peers^ by heart in one company, and with great fami- 
liarity retailed them in another. Above all, they con- 
stantly attended those committees of senators, who are 
^ent in the house, and loud in the coffee-house ; where 
they nightly adjourn to chew the cud of politics, and 
are encompassed with a ring of disciples, who lie in wait 
to catch up their droppings. The three brothers had 
acquired forty other qualifications of the like stamp, too 
tedious to recount, and by consequence were justly ^ 
reckoned the most accomplished persons in the town ; % 

* Their mistresBes are the Datchess d'ArgenjJRMadcin<^llc d^ y 
Grands Titres, and the Countess d'Orgueil, i. er cdvfetousiifess, ambi- ]X 
tjon, and pride ; which were the three great vides that tte ancifjit ^ 
lathers inveighed against, as the first corruptions of Christianity. 

W. WOTTON. 

t A noted Tavern. N. X See t- W-* 
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but all would not suffice, and the ladies aforesaid continur 
ed still inflexible. To clear up which difficulty, I must» 
with the reader's good leave and patience, have recourse 
to some points of weight, which the authors of that age 
have not sufficiently illustrated. 

For, about this time it happened a sect ai-oee,^ whose 
tenets obtained and spread veiy far, especially in the 
^ande monde^ and amoqg eveiy body of good fashion. 
They wcnrshipped a sort of idol ;t who, as their doctrine 
delivered, did daily create men by a kind of manufacto- 
ry operation. This idol they placed in the highest p^t 
of the house, on an altar erected about three feet; he 
was shown ki the postui-e of a Persian emperor, sitting 
on a superfices, with his legs interwoven under him. 
This god had a goose for his ensign ; whence it is that 
some learned men pretend ta deduce his <»rig]nal from 
Jupittr CapitotmtB. At his left hand, beneath the altar, 
hell seamed to open, and catch at the animals the idol 
was creating ; to pitivent wMch, certain of his priests 
hourly flung in fneces of the unformed mass, or sub* 
stance, and sometimes whole limbs already enlivened, 
which that horrid gulf insatiably swallowed, terrible to 
behold. The goose was also held a subaltern divinity, 
or deus naniirum gentium, before whose shrine was sar 
crificed that creature, whose hourly food is human gore, 
and who is in so great renwn abroad for being the 
delight and favourite of th^ iEgyptian Cercopithecus*X 
Millions of these animals were cruelly slaughtered every 
^ day, to appease the hunger of that consuming deity. 

'* This 18 an o^^ional satire upoa dretas and fadion in order to 
introduce what.i^loi^. H. 
f Tailors. MS. Paha 

X The ^yptians worshipped Amcmkey, which animal is very 
\ Ibnd of eating lice, styled here creatiures thai feed on hinoan gor^. 
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The chief idol was also wordiiped as the JBventorof the 
^yard and needle; whether as the god of seamen, or on 
account of certain other mystical attributes^ has not been 
sufficiently cleared. 

The "worshippers of this deity had also a system of 
their belief, which seemed to turn upon the following 
fundamentals. They held the universe to be a large 
sui^ of clothes, which invests every thing : that the earth 
is invested by the air; the air is invested by the stare; 
and the stars are invested by the prhmim mobile. Look 
on this globe of earthy you will find it to be a very com- 
plice and fashionable dress. What is that which some 
call land, but a fine coat faced with green ? or the sea, but 
a wa&tcoat of water-tabby ? Proceed to the particular 
works of the creation, you will find how curious jour- 
neyman nature has been, to trim up the vegetable beam^; 
observe how sparkish a periwig adorns the head of a beech, 
and what a fine doublet of white satin is worn by th^ 
birch. To conclude from all, what is man himself but 
a micrihcoati* or rather a complete suit of clothes with 
aH its triminings ? as to his body, there can be no dls- 
piUe ; but examine even the acquirements of his mind, 
you will find them all contribute in their order towards 
furnishing out an exact dress : to instance no more ; 
is not reli^on a cloak ; honesty a pair of shoes worn 
out in the dirt; self-love a sui-tout; vanity a shirt; and 
conscience a pair of breeches; which, though a cover 
for lewdness as well as nastiness, is easily slipt down for 

the service of both. ^t - 

These p&stulata being admitted, it will follow in due 
course of reasoning, that those beings, which the world 

* Alluding to the word microcosm, or a little world, as man lias 
been called by philosophers. H. 

t This humorous and witty train of ideas was probably suggested 
from the conscience of Oliver Cromwell, and the breeches on his 
coin. See Dodsky's Fugitive PUces, vol II. p. 17, W. 
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calls improperly suits of doaths, are in reaHtj the most 
' refined species of animals; or to proceed higher, that 
they are rational creatines, or men. For, is it not 
manifest, that they live, and move, and talk, and perform 
all other offices of human life ? are not heauty, and wit» 
and mien, and breeding, their inseparable properties? iii 
short, we see notliing but them, hear nothing but diem. 
Is it not they, who walk the stree^ fill up parliament — ^ 
coifee — ^ play — ^ bawdy-houses? It is true, indeed, that 
these apimals, which are vulgarly called suits <^ cloihes^ 
or dressesy do according to certain compositions receive 
different appellations. If one'of them be trimmed up 
with a gold chain, and a red gown, and a white rod, and 
a great horse, it is called a lord^mayor : if certain er- 
mipes and furs be placed in a certain positicm, we style 
them a judge; and so an apt conjunction of lawn amd 
black satin we eptitle a bishop. 

Others of tliese professors, though agreeing in the 
main system, were yet more refined upon certain branch- 
es of it; and held, that man was an animal compounded 
of two dresses, the natural and celestial suit, which were 
the body and the soui : that the soul was the outward, 
and the body the inwai-d clothing ; that the latter was 
ex traduce ; but the former of daily creation and cir- 
cumiusion. This last they proved by Scripture, be- 
cause, in them we live, and move, and have our being \ 
as likewise by philosophy, because they are aD in all, 
and all in every part. Besides, said they, separate these 
two, and you will find the body to be only a senseless 
unsavoury carcass. By all which it is manifest, that the 
outward dress must needs be the soul. 

To this system of religion, were tagged several subal- 
tern doctrines, which were entertained with great vogue ; 
as particularly, the faculties of the mmd were deduced 
>y the learned among them in this manner: embroidery. 
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was dieer wit ; gold fringe, was agreeable conrersation; 
gold lace, was repartee; a huge long periwig, was hu- 
mour ; and a coat fiiU of powder, was very good raille- 
ly; all which required abundance of ^ie$^e and deliaXr 
tesse to manage with adyantage, as well as a strict ob-^ 
servance after times and fashions. 

I have, with much pains and reading, collected out of 
ancient authors this short summary of a body of philoso> 
phy and divinity, which seems to have been composed 
by a vein and race of thinking, very different from any 
other systems either ancient m* modern* And it was 
not merely to entertain or satisfy tibe reader's curiosity, 
but rather to give him light into several circunu^ances of 
the following story ; that knowing the state of disposi- 
tions and opinions in an age so remote, be may better 
comprehend those great events, which were the issue o( 
them. I advise therefore the courteous reader to peruse 
with^a world of application, again and again, whatever 
I have written upon this matter. And so leaving these 
broken ends, I carefully gather up the chief thread of 
my story, and pi-ocecd. 

These opinions therefore were so universal, as well 
as the practices of them, among the refined part of court 
and toim, that our three brother-adventurers, as their 
circumstances then stood, were strangely at a loss. For, 
on the one side, the three ladies they addressed them- 
selves to, whom we have named already, were ever at 
the very top of the faslnoo, and abhorred aQ that were 
below it but the breadth of a hair. On the other side,, 
their father's will was very precise, and it was the maia 
precept in it, with the greatest penalties annexed, not to* 
add to, or diminish from their coats one thread; without 
a positive command itt the will. Now the coats their 
lather had left |hem, were, it is true, of very good elotb^ 
mad besides, so neatly sown, jm would swear they were 
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att of a piece ; l»it at the sanie time veiy plain, aad vii& 
little or no ornament : and it happened, that before they 
weie a month in toWn, great shoulder-knots came up i* 
stEa]gl4 all the world was Moulder-knots ; no approaching 
the ladies rudles without the quota of shoulder-knots.t 
" That fellow," cries one, " has no soul ; where is his 
shoulderrknot?" Ourthree brethren soon discovered their 
want by sad e:xperience, meeting in their walks with fwty 
mortifications and indignities. If they went to the play^ 
house the door-keeper showed 4em into the twelve-penny 
gallery. If they called a boat, says a waterman, "lam 
fii-st sculler*" If they stepped to the Rose to take a 
bottle, the drawer would cry, " Friend, we sell no ale.'* 
If. they went to visit a lady, a footman met them at 
the door with, " Pray send up your message." la this 
unhappy case they went immediately to consult their 
father's will, read it over and over, but not a word 
of the shoulder-knot: what should they do? what tem- 
per should they find ? obedience was absolutely neces> 
saiy, and yet sboulder-knots appeared extiemely requi- 
site. After much thought, one of the brothers, who hap* 

^ * The first part of the Tale is the history of Petej; thereby pope- 
} ry IS Exposed : every body knows the papists have made great addi* 
} tions to Christianity, that indeed is tJie great exception which the 
j church of Elngland makes agsi^int them ; accordingly Peter begins h\fi 

pranks with adding a shoulder-knot to his coat W. Wotton. 
, His description of the cloth, of which the coat was made, has a 
farther meaning than the words may seem to import; " The- coats 
their father had left them, were of very good cloth, and besides, so 
neatly sown, you would swear they were all of a p^ece j but at the 
Same time very plain, with little or h6 ornament." This is the dis- 
tinguishing character of the christian religion t Christiana religio aHh 
soluta et simplex^ was Ammianus Marcellinus's description of it, who 
was himself a heathen. W, Wotton. 

f By thi| is understood the first introducing of pageantry and unne^ i 
cessary ornaments in the church ; such as were neither for conve^ 
nience nor edification ; as a sh$tUdeir^noty ia which there is neither 
symmetry nor use. H. 
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pened to be more book-leamed than the other two, said^ 
he had found an expedient It is trae, said he, there i& 
nothing here in this will, tolidem verbis, making mention 
of shoulder-knots; but I dare conjecture, we may find 
them inclusive, or totidem syllaJbis. This distinction was 
immediately qiproved by all; and so they fell again to 
examine; but their evil star had so dhrected the matter, 
that the first syllable was not to be found in the whole 
writings. Upon which disappointment, he who found the 
f(Hrmer evasion, took heart, and said, Brothers, there are 
yet hopes; for though we cannot find them totidem ver* 
Msy nor totidem syllabic, I dare engage we shall make 
them out tertio fkodo, or totidem Uteris. This discovery 
was also highly commended, upon t?hich they fell once 
more to the scrutiny, and soon picked out S,H,0,U,L,- 
D,£,R; when the same planet, enemy to their repose^ 
had wonderfully contrived, that a K was not to be founds 
Here was a. weighty difficulty ! but the distinguishing 
brother, for whom we shall hereafter find a name, now his 
hand was in, proved by a very good argument, that K 
was a modern illegitimate letter, unknown to the learned 
ages, nor any where to be found in ancient manuscripts. 
It is true, said he, the word Calender hath in Q. V. C* 
been sometimes written with a K, but erroneously ; for ia 
the best copies it has been ever spelt with a C. And by 
consequence it was a gi'oss mistake in our language to- 
^ell knot with a K; but that from henceforward he 
would take care it should be written with a C. Upon 
this aU tiffther difficulty vanished ; shoulder-knots were 
made clearfy out to he jure p€Uemo ; and our three gen- 
tlemen swaggered with as large and as flaunting ones as 
the best. But as human happiness is of a very short du- 
ration, so in those days were human fashions, upon which 

* Quibusdmn vUcribw codUibw^ some ancient maooscripts. H. 
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it eatirely depends. Shoulder-knots had thdr time, and 
we must Qow imagine them in their decline ; for a certain 
lord came just .from Paris with fifty yards of gold-^ace 
upon his coat, exactly trimmed after the court-fashion of 
that month. In two days all mankind appeared closed 
v^ iu bars of gold-l^ce :* whoever durst peep abroad 
without hb compliment of gold-laoe, was as scandalous as 
a — and as ill received amongthe women : what should 
our three knights do in this momentous aJBEBor? they had 
sufficiently strained a point already in the affair of shoul- 
der-knots: upon -recourse to the will, nothing appeared 
there but altmn silentmm* That of the shoulder-knots 
was a loose, flying, ciix^umstantial p<»nt ; but this of gold- 
lace seemed too coceiderable an alteration without better 
warrant $ it did aliquo tnodo esseiitia atOwsrere, and there^ 
fore required a po&itive precept. But about this time it 
fell out, that the learned brother aforesaid had read Jris- 
toUHs iUul^ctiea, and especially that wonderful piece de 
intetfreMiane, which has the faculty of teaching ita 
readers to find out a meaning in every thing but itself; 
like commentatorB on the revelations, who piroceed pro- 
phets ^rithOut understauoding a syllable of the text. 
^ Brothers," said he,, ^^you are ta be inform^ that of 
wills duQ sunt genera, mmaipatan^ and scriptar^; that 
in the scriptory wiU here before us, there is no precept or 
mention about gold^lace, canceditwr ; but, si idem affirmed 
tur de nsmeupatmioy negaUtr. For, brothers, if you re- 
member, we heard a fellow say, when we were boys, that 
I he heard my father's man say, that he would advise his 
sons to get gold-lace on their coats,^ as soon as evei* they 

* I cannot tell whether the author means an^r new innovation by 
this word, or whether It be only to introduce the new methods of 
forcing and perverting Scripture. H. 

t By 'this ts meant tradition, allowed by the papfets to have equa^ 
authority with the scripture, or rather greater. H. 

X Traditions about rich vestments for Uue clergy. MS, Ptdt^ 
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mM pi'dcnrc money to buy it." — " By 6 — ^ ihat is very 
' true,*' cries the other** " I remember it perfectly well,'' 
said t^e third. And so without nM^e adoithey got the 
largest gold^lace in the pariah, and walked about as fine 
as lords. 

A while after there came up all in fashion a pretty «Hrt 
of flanw-colaured s(Uin\ for linings; and the mercer 
brought a pattern of itimmediatdy to our three gentle- 
men : "An please your worships," said he, * my Lord 
Conway and Sir John Walters had linings out of this 
very piece last night; it takes wonderiuUy, and I shall 
not have a remnant left, enough to make my wife a pin- 
cushion, by to-morrow morning at ten a clock." Upon 
this they fell again to rummage the will, because the pre- 
sent case also required a positive precept, the lining be- 
ing held by orthodox writto to be of the essence <rf the 
coat. After long search, they could fix upon nothing to 
the ntatter in hand, except a short advice of their father 
in th^ will, i0 take care rffire^ and put eut&eir candles 



I 



* *^When the papists caaoot find any thiD^ which tbey waiitia 
Scjipture, they go to oral tradition : thus Peter is introduced dissatis- 
fied with the tedious way of looking for aU the letters of any word, 
which he ha» occasion for in the will ; when neither the ecnistitnent 
syllables, vior much less the whole word, were there in krmims, W^ 

WoTTON. V 

t This is purgatory, whereof he apeaks more particularly here- 
after; but here, only to -show how Scripture wat perverted to prove 
it, which was done, by giving £qual authority with the canon to 
Apocrypha, called here a codicil annexed. It is likely the author, 
1b every one of these changes in the brothers'^ dresses, refers ib some 
particular error in the church tif Rome, though it is not easy, I think, 
to apply them all t but by this of flame-coloured satin, is manifestly 
intended purgatory : by gold-lace may perhaps be understood, the 
lofty ornaments and plate m the churches; the dioulder-knots antf 
silver fringe ar^ not so obvious, at least to me ; but the Indian figures 
of men, women, and children, plainly relate to the pictures in the 
Romish churches, of God like an old man, of the Virgin Mary, and 
our Savioar as a child. H. >^ * 
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Itfcre they mM to sleep.* Tids, dimigh a good deal ixx 
the purposei, and helpii^veij far towards self-eonvictioQ^ 
jet not seeming wholly of foree to establi&h a command ; 
(beiR^ resolved to avoid failher scruple, as well as future 
occasion for scandal ;) says he that was the scbolai*, ^^ I re- 
member to have read in wills of a eodi^l annexed, which 
is indeed a part of the will^ and what it contains has 
equal authority with the rest. T^ow, I have been consi* 
daring of this same will here before us, and I cannot 
reckon it to be complete for want of such a codicil :t I 
will theref<nre fasten one in its proper place very dexte- 
rously : I have had it by me some time; it was ivritten 
by a dog-keeper of my grandfather's^ and talks a great 
deal, as good luck would have it, of this very flame- 
coloured satinJ*^ The project was immediately approved 
by the other two; an old parchment scroll was tagged on 
according tq art, in the form of a codicil annexed, and the 
satin bought and worn. 

Next winter, a player, hired for the purpose by die 
corporation of fringe^makersy acted his part in a new 
comedy, all covered with silver fringe^^ and according to 
the laudable custom, gave rise to that fashion. Upon 
whidi the brothers c<Hisulting their father^s will, to their 
gr^at astonishment found these words: Item, I charge 
and command my said three scms to wear no sort of sUver 
fringe upon or about their said coats, &c. with a penalty, 
in case of disobedience, too longheie to insert. How<» 
ever, after some pause, the brother so often mentioned for 
his erudition, wiio was well ^iUed in criticisms, had found 
in a certain^uthor, which he said should be nameless, j 
that Uie same word, which in the will is called /n%€, / 

* That is, to take care of Hell ; and, m order to do that, to subdue 
and extinguish their lusts. H. v 

t Apocrypha. MS. Patt. 

X That part of the Apocrypha where mention is made of Tohit and 
his dog. H. 

^ Habits of the clergy. MS, Pate, 
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^/ ' '■ 

/do6B dfio ngDlQr a hraom^ck;* and doulftlesB oogfat td 

/ have the game interpretatioD in this paragraph. This 
another of the hrotfaen disUked, beeause of that epithet 
sibfCTy which could not, he humbly conceived, in propriety 
t)f speech, be reasonably applied to a broanhsHck; but it 
was replied upon him^ that this epithet was undentoediA 
a n^thokigieai and allegorical sense. However, be ob- 
jected again, why their father should forbid them to wear 
a bream-slick on their coats, a caution that seemed unna- 
tural and impertinent ; upon which be was taken up short, 
as one that spoke irreverenCl^ of a mystery, which doubt- 
less was vary useftil and significant, but ought not to be 
• over-curiously pried into^ or nicely reasoned upon. And 
in short, their father's authority being now considerably 
suiJl, this expedient was allowed ta serve as a lawful dis- 
pensation for wearing; their full proportion of sUver 
fringe. 

A while after was revived an old fasMon^ long anti- 
quated, of eminrmdery^i with Indian figures i^men^ tvo" 
men, and duUdren^ Here they remembered but too 
well, how their father had always abhwred this fashion; 
that he made several paragraphs cm purpose, inp<»1ii% 
his utter detestation of it, and bestowing his everlasting 
curse to his sons^ whenever they should wear it. For all 
this, in a few days they appeared higher in the fashion , 
than any body else in the town. But they solved the 
matter by saying, " that these figures were not at all the 
same wHh those that were formeriy worn, and were 

• The next sobject of oar author's wit, is the glosses and lYiterpre- / 
tations of Scripture ; very many absurd ones of which are allowed I 
in the most authentic books of the church of Rome. W. "Wotton. * 

t Image worship. MS, Paie, 

\ The images of saints, the blessed virgin, and our Saviour an in^ 
fant. H. ^ 

§ Images in the church of Rome give him but too fair a handle, the 
brothers remembered, &c. The allegory here is direct. W. Wottox ; 
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meant in the will Besides, they (fid not wear them ift 
die sense, as forbidden by thek father; but ad they were 
a commendable custom, and of great use to the pubtic* 
That these rigorous clauses in the vill did therefore re- 
quire some allowance, and a favourable interpretation^ 
and ought to be understood wm grcmo saUs,^^ 

But fashions perpet^ially altering in that age, the 
scholastic brother giew weary of searching fairther eva- 
sions, and solving eyerlasiing contradictions. R^olved 
therefore at all hajiiaj^ds to comply with the modes of the 
i|;orld,'4hey concerted matters together, and agreed una* 
nimously to lock up their father's will in a strong box,* 
brought out of Greece or Ital^^ I have forgotten which, 
and trouble themselves no farther to examine it, but on- 
ly refer to its authority whenever they thought fit. In 
consequence whereof, a wlule after it grew a general 
mode to wear an infinite number of points^ mont of them 
tagged TifUh silver : upon which, the scholar pronounced 
ex cathedrdyj " that peints were absolutely ^/urfjpotmui^ 
as they might veiy well remember. It is true, indeed, 
the fashion prescribed somewhat more than weate directly 
named in the wID ; however, that they, as heirs-general 
of their father, had power' to make and add certain 
jclauses for pulrfic emolument, though not deducible, t<^ 
tidem verbisy firom the letter of the will, or else muUa 

* The papists formerly forbad the people the use ef Scripture in 
the vulgar tongue: Peter therefore locks up his father^is vill in a. 
strong box, brought out of Greece or Italy r these countries are 
named, because the New Testament is written in Greek; and the 
vulgar Latinf, which is the authentic edition of Hke Bible in the 
church of Rome, is in the language of old Italy. W, Wotik)n. 

f The pop6s, in their decretals and bulls, have given their sanctioa 
to very many gainful doctrines, which are now received in the churcb 
of Rome, that are not mentioned in Scripture, and are. unknown to 
the primitive chureh: Peter, accordingly, pronounces ex cdthedra^ 
that points tagged with silver were absolutely jure patema^ and so . 
they wore them In g^eat nuabers. W. Wotton* 
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gAsmdasequtrentuT.''* This was understood for canom* 
cal, and tterefore, on the following Sunday, they came 
to church all covered with points. 

The learned brother, so often mentioned, was reckon- 
ed the best scholai* in aH that, or the next street to it ; 
insomuch as, having run something behind-hand in the 
world, he obtained the favour from a certain lord,* to 
receive him into his house, and to teach his children. A 
while after the lord died; and he, by long practice upon 
his father's will, foaud the way of contriving a deed- of 
canveyanre of that house to himself, and his heirs rf up* 
on which he took possession, turned the young squir<)B 
•ut, ^d I'eceived his brothers in their steady 



SECT. III. 

A DIGRESSION CONG£RNING CRmC8.§ 

Although I have been hitherto as cautious as I 
could, upon all occasions most nicely to follow the rules 
«id methods of writing laid down by the example of our 

* This was Constantine the Great, from whom the popes pretend 
a doDatioQ of St. Peter»8 patrimony-, which they have never heea 
able to produce. H. 

f Thus the Pope, upon the decease of the Duke of Perrara? with- 
out lawful issue, seized the dutchy, as falling to the holy see, juvt di- 
vino, MS. Pete. 

X The bishops of Rome en oycd their privileges in Rome, at first, 
by the favour of emperors, whom at last Jthey shut out of their own 
capital city, and then forged a donation from Constantine the Great, 
the better to justify what they did. In imitation of this, Peter hav- 
ing run something behind-hand in the world, obtained leave of a 
certain lord, &c. W. Wottos. 

§ The several digressions are written in ridicule of bad critics, 
Ml commentators, and the whole fraternity of Grab-streQt pfailoBo* 
fhers, Orrirt. 
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illustrious moderns ; yet has the unhappj shortnefis of my 
memory led me into an eiTor, from which I must imme- 
diately extricate myself, before I can decently pursue 
my principal subject. I confess with shame, it was an 
unpardonable omission to proceed so far as I have alrea- 
dy done, before I had performed the due discourses, ex- 
postulatory, supplicatory, or deprecatory, with my gocki 
lords the critics. Towards some atonement for this 
grievous neglect, I do here make bold, humbly to pre- 
sent them with a short account of themselves, and then* 
art, by looldng into the original and pedigree of the 
word, as it is generaHy understood among us ; and very 
briefly considering the ancient and present state th^eof. 
By the word critic, at this day so frequent in all con- 
versations, there have sometimes been distinguished 
tliree very different species of mortal men, according as 
I have read in ancient books and pamphlets. For first, 
by this term were understood, such persons as invented 
or drew up rules for themselves and the world, by ob- 
■ervii^ which, a careful reader mi^t be able to pro- 
noimce upon the productions of the learned, form his 
taste to a true relish of the sublime and the admirable, 
and divide every beauty of matter, or of style, from the 
corruption that apes it: in their common perusal of 
books, singling out the errors and defects, the nauseous, 
the fulsome, the dull, and the impertinent, with the caur 
tibn of a man that walks through Edinburgh streets in a 
morning, who is indeed as careful as he can to wsftch cfi- 
ligently, and spy out the filth in his way; not that he 
is curious to observe the colour and complexion of the . 
ordure, or take its dimensions, much less to be pad<9dig 
in, or tasting it; but only with a design to come out as 
cleanly as he may. These men seem, though very eao- 
neously, to have understood the appellation of critic in a 
literal sense ^ that one principal part of his office was to 



,y Google 



A TALE OF A TUB. 01 

praise and acquit ; aad that a critk, who sets up to read 
only fw an occasion of censure and reproof, is a crea^ 
ture as barbarous as a judge, who should take up a re- 
solution to hang all men that came before him upon a 
trial. 

Again, b^ the word critic have been meant, the re- 
storers of ancient learning irom the worms, and graves, 
and dust of manuscripts. 

Now the races of those two, have been for some ages 
utterly extinct; and besides, to discourse any farther of 
them would not be at all to my purpose. 

The thu*d and noblest sort is that of the TRU£ CRF- 
TIC, whose oi-iginal is the most ancient of all. Every 
true critic is a hero boru^ descending in a direct line 
fro^i a celestial stem by Momus and Hybris, who begat 
Zoilus, who begat Tigellius^ who begat Etcsetera the 
elder; who begat Bentley, and Rymer, and Wotton, and 
Perrault, and Dennis; who begat Etcaetera the younger. 

And these are the critics, from whom the common- 
wealth of leamiog has in all ages received such im- 
mense benefits, that the gratitude of their admirers 
placed their origin in Heaven, among those of Hercules, 
Theseus, Perseus, and other great deservers of mankind. 
But heroic virtue itself has not been exempt from the 
obloquy of evil tongues. For it has been ol)}ected, that 
those ancient heroes, famous for combating so many gi- 
ants, and dragons, and robbers, were in their own persona 
a greater nuisance to mankind than any of those moq* 
sters they subdued; and therefore, to vender their Mi- 
gaticms more complete, when all other vermin were de- 
stroyed, should, in conscience, have concluded with the 
same justice upon themselves. Hercules most gene- 
rously did^ and has upon that score procured to himself 
more temj^es and votaries than the best of his fellows. 
For these reasons^ I suppose, it is, why some have con** 
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ceived, it would be very expedient for the public good' 
of leflumiiig;^ that every true critic, as soon as he had fi- 
nished his task assigned) should immediately deliver 
himself up to ratsbane, or hemp, or leap from some 
convenient altitude ; and that no man's preten^ons to so 
illustrious a character, should by any means beteceived, 
before that operation were performed. 

Now, from this heavenly descent of criticism, and the 
close analogy it bears to heroic virtue, it is easy to as- 
sign the proper employment of a true ancient genuine 
critic; which is, to travel through this vast world of 
writings; to pursue and hunt those monstrous faults 
bred within them ; to drag out the lurking errors, like 
Cacus from his den; to multiply them like Hydra's 
heads; and rake them together like Augeas's dung; or 
•else drive away a sort of dangerous fowl, who have a 
pervei-se inclination to plimder the best branches of the 
tree of knowledge, like those stymphalian birds that eat 
up the fruit. 

These reasonings will furnish us with an adequate 
definition of a true critic: that he is discoverer and col- 
lector of writers' faults ; which may be farther put be- 
yond dispute by the foUowiug demonstration : that who- 
ever will examine the writings in all kinds, wherewith 
this ancient sect has honoured the World, shall immedi- 
ately find, from Uie whole thread and tenour of them, that 
the ideas of the authors have been altogether conversant 
and taken up with the faults, and blemishes, and over- 
sights, and nustakes of other writers; and, let the sub- 
ject treated on be whatever it will, their imaginations 
are so entirely possessed and replete with the defects of 
other pens, that the very quintessence of what is bad, 
does of necessity distil into their own; by which means 
the whole appears to be nothing else but aa abstract of 
the criticisms themselves have made. 
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Having thus briefly considered the original and office 
of a eriti4!^ as the word is understood in its most noble 
. and universal acceptation, I proceed to refute the objec- 
tions of those, who argue from the silence and preter- 
mission of authors; by which they .pretend to prove, 
that the f ery art of criticiatn^ as now exercised, and by 
me eiqplained, is wholly modem ; and consequently, that 
the critics of Great-Britain and France have no title 
to an original so andent and illustrious as I have de- 
duced. Now, if I can clearly make out, on the conti'ar 
ry, that the ancient writers ha\e pai-ticularly described " 
both the person and the office of a true critic^ agree- 
able* to the detiuitiou laid down by me.; their p*and 
objection, from the silence of authors, will fall to the 
ground. 

I confess to h§K^e, for a long time, borne a part in this 
general error ;t from which I should never have acquit- 
ted myself, but through the assistance of our noble mo- 
dems ; whose most edifying volumes I turn indefatiga- 
bly over night and day, for the improvement of my mind, 
and the good of my country : these have, with unweari- 
ed pains, made many useful searches into the weak sides 
of the ancients, and given us a comprehensive list of 
them.J Besides, they have proved beyond contradic- 
tion, that the very finest things delivered t>f old, have 
been long since invented, and brought to light by much 
later pens ; and that the noblest discoveries those an- 
cients ever made, of art or of nature, have all been pro- 
duced by the transcending genius of the present age. 

* Swift often uses the adjective inatead of <|ie adrerb \ it should 
have been * agreeably to,* &c. S. 

f This IB unfrainmatica! , the proper mode of exprefsiog here, 
irould be, * I confewr that I have, for a long time, borne a part,' &c. S. 

t See Wotton of ancient and modem learning. IhU by ihe <m- 
thrr. 
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Which dearfy shows how little merit those andents can 
justly pretend to ; and takes off that blind admiratioD paid 
them, by men in a comer, who have the unhapp^ness of 
conversing too little with present things. ReflectiDg 
maturely upon all this, and taking in the whole compass 
of human nature, I easily concluded, that these ^ciests, 
highly sensible of their many imperfections, must needs 
have endeavoured, from some passages in their works, to 
obviate, soften, or divert the censorious reader, by satire, 
or panegyric upcm the true critics^ in imitation of their 
masters, the moderns. Now, in the common-places of 
both these, I was plentiially instructed, by a loi^ course 
of useful study in prefaces and prologues; and therefore 
immediately resolved to try what I could discover of ei- 
ther, by a diligent perusal of the most ancient writers, 
and especially those wbo treated of the earliest times. 
Here I found, to my great surprise, that, although they 
all entered, upon occasion, into particular descriptions of 
the true Critic^ according as they were governed by their 
fears or thefr hopes; yet whatever they touched of that 
kind, was with abundance of caution, adventuring no 
farther than mythology and hierc^lyphic. This, I sup- 
pose, gave ground to superficial readers for urging the si- 
lence of authors against the antiquity of the true Critic^ 
though the types are so apposite,, and the applkations so 
necessary and natural, that it is not easy to conceive, how 
any reader, of a modern eye and taste, could overlook 
theih. I shaU venture from' a great number fb produce 
a few, which, I am very confident, will put this question 
beyond dispute. 

It well deserves considering,* that these ancient 
writers, in treating enigmatically upon this subject, have 



* This expresBion is faulty; it should be, ' It well desenrcs to be 
eofisidcred .*' or, * it well deserves consideration,* &c. S. 
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generally fixed upon the very saine hieroglyph, varyiDg 
only th^ story, according to their atTections^ or their wit- 
For first ; Pausamas is of opinion, that the perfection of 
writing conectf was entirely owing to the institution of 
critics ; and that he oan possibly mean no other than the 
true critic^ is, I think, manifest eqough from the follow- 
ing descjfiption. He says, they were a race of men, who 
delighted to nibble at the superfluities, and excrescences 
♦of books; which the learned at length observing, took 
warning, of their owii accord, to lop the luxuriaDt, the 
rotten, the dead, the sapless, and the overgrown branches 
from then- works. But now^ all this he cunningly shades 
under the following allegory ; that the Nauplians in Ar- • 
gos learned the art of pruning their vines, by observing, 
that when an ASS had browsed upon one of them, it 
thrived the better, and bore fairer fruit. But Herodotusi 
holding the very same hieroglyph, «peaks squch plainer, 
and almost in temdms. He has been so bold as to iKii 
the true. critics of ignorance and malice ; telling us open- 
. ly,for I think nothing can be plainer, that in the we@tem 
part pf Lihya^ there were ASSES with horns : upon 
which relation Ctesiasf yet refines, mentioning the very 
same animal about India, adding, that whereas all other 
ASSES wanted a gall, these homed ones were so re- 
dundant in that part, that th^u: flesh was not to be eaten^ 
foecaujse of its extreme bitterness. 

Now, the reason why those ancient writei-s treated this 
subject o^jy by types and figures, was, becaiise they durst 
not make open attacks against a party so. potent and so 
terrible as the critics of those ages were ; whose very 
voice was so dreadfuj, that a lerion of authors would 
tremble, and drop their pens at the sound ; for so Hero- 



* * Correct,' for * correctly.* S. . 

T Vide excerpta ex eo apudl Photium. Original. 
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dotue tells us expressly in another place, botf a vast army 
of Scytlnaos was put to flight in a panic terror bj the 
braying of an ASS. From hence* «it is conjectured iiy 
certain profound philobgers, 4hat the great awe and re- 
verence paid to a true critic, by the writers of Britain^ 
have been deiived to us from those our Scythian ^ceft- 
tors. In short, this dread was so uniyersal, that in pm- 
cess of time, those authors, who had a mind to publish 
their i^ntiments more freely, in describing tbe true Critics 
of their several ages, m ere forced to leave off the use of 
the former hieroglyph, s^ too nearly approaching the pro- 
totype, and invented other terms instead thereof, that 
were more cautious and mystical : so^ Diodorus, s|)eak- 
ing to the same piurpose, ventures no farther thanto sajv 
that in the mountains of Helicon, there grows a ceitaiu 
weed, which bears a flower x)f so damned a scent, as to 
poison those who offer to smell it Lucretius gives ex- 
actly the same relation ; 

Ett tHam in magTvis ffelicoms morUibus arhos, 
Ftoris odore hominem tetro consueta necare,* 

liib. vi. 

But Ctesias, whom we lately quoted^ has been a great 
deal bolder ; he had been used with much -severity by 
the true Critics of his own age, and therefore could not 
forbear to leave behind him, at least one deep mark iji 
his vengeance against the. whole tribe. His meaning m 
so near the surface, that I wonder how it possility came 
to be overlooked by those who deny the antiquity of 

* * Prom hence,' frequently gsed by our author, as Well at, * from 
thence,' and * from whence,' are improper phrases, as the prepositioii 
*from' is included in each of those words. * Hence,' signifying /rom. 
this; * thence'/»iom that; and * whence,' /rem nkich. 8. 

* Near Helicon, and round the learned hill, , 

Grow trees, whose blossoms with' their odour kill. H. 
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Xhe tiyie critics. For, pretending to make a description 
of many strange animals about India, he has set down 
these remarkable wwds : among the rest, say* he, there 
is a fl^eiit that wimts teeth, and consequently cannot 
bite; but if its vomit, to which it is mtich addicted, 
happens to fall upon any thing, a certain rottenness or 
corruption enSues : these serpents are generally found 
among the mountains, where jewels grow, and they fre- 
quently emit a poisonous juice; whereof whoever drinks, 
that person's brains fly out of his nostrils. 

There was also among the ancients a sort of critics, 
not distinguished in species from the former, but in 
growth or degree, who seem to have been only the ty- 
roes or junior scholars ; yet, because of their differing 
employments, they are frequently mentioned as a sect 
by themselves. The usual exercise of these youi^er 
students was, to attend constantly at theatres, and learn 
to spy out the worst parts of the play, whereof they were 
obliged carefully to take note, and render a rational ac- 
count to their tutors. Fleshed at these smaller sports, 
like young wolves, they grew up in time to be nimble 
and strong enough for hunting down laige game. For 
it has been observed, both among ancients and moderiim, 
that a true critic has one quality in common with a 
whore and- an alderman, never to change his title or his 
nature ; that a gray critic has been certainly a green 
one, the perfections and acquirements of his age, being^^ 
only the^ improved talents of his youth; like hemp, 
which some naturalists inform us is bad kdt sufi^ations, 
though taken but in the seed. I esteem die invention, 
or at least the refinements of prologues, to have been 
owin^ to these younger proficients, of whom Terence 
makes frequent and honourable mention, under the name 
of maleifidi. 
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Now, it is eertftiD, the iostitution of the true criUcs 
was of absolute necesssitj to the commonwealth of leara- 
ing. For all humaa actions seem to be divided, Hke 
Themistocles and his company; one man can iiddk, 
and another can make a small; town a great city; and 
he that cannot do either <»ne or the other, deserves to be 
picked out of the creation. The avoidfng of which 
penalty, has doubtless given the first birth to the nation 
of critics ; and, withal, an occasion for their seoret de- 
tractors to report, that a.true critic is a sort of mechanic^ 
set up with a stock and tools fOr his trade, at as little ex- 
pense as a tailor; and that there is much analogy be- 
tween the utensils and abilities of both : that the tair 
lor's hell is the type of a critic's common-place book, and 
his wit and learning held forth by the goose; that it re- 
quires at least as many of these to the making up of one 
scholar, as of the others to the composition of a man ; 
that the valour of both is equals and their weapons 
near^ of a size. Much may be said in answer to those 
invidious reflections; and I can positively affirm the 
first to be a falsehood: for on the contrary, nothing is 
more certain, than that it requires greater layings out, to 
be free of the critic's company, than of any other you 
can name. Fcht, as to be a true beggar, it will cost the 
richest candidate every groat he is worth ; so, before one 
can commence a true critic, it inH cost a man all the 
good qualities of his mind ; which, perhaps for a less 
purchase, would be thought but an indifferent bargain. 
Haying thus imply proved the anUquity of criticism, 
and described the primitive state of it; I shall now ex- 
' amine the present condition of this empire, and show how- 
well it agrees with its ancient self. A certain author,t 

• N"eaF, for nearly. 8. 
f A qaotation ^after the manner of a great author. Vide Bent- 
ley*8 DissdrtattoD, &c. Originai, 
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whose Urork^ hare many ages since been entirely lost, 
does, in his fifth book, and eighth chapter, say of critics, 
that their ^vritings are the mirrors of learning. This I 
understand ?n a literal sense, and suppose our author 
must mean, that whoever designs to be a perfect writer 
must iiispect -into the books of critics, and corriect his in- 
vention thei-e, a^tn a mirror. Now, whoever considers, 
that the mirrors of the ancients werie made of brass, and 
sine merairio, may presently apply the two principal 
qualifications of a true modem critic, and consequently, 
must needs conclude, that these have always been, and 
must be for ever the same. For, brass is an emblem of 
duration, and, when it is skilfully burnislied, will cast re- 
ttet^on from its own superfices, without any assistance 
of mercury from behind. All the other talents of a 
critic will not require a paiticular mention, being in- 
cluded, or easily deducible to these. However, I shall 
conclude with three maxims, which may serve both as 
characteristics to distinguish a true modem critic from a 
pretender, and will be also of admirable use to those 
woilhy spirits who engage in so useful and honourable 
an art. 

The first is, that criticistn, contrary to all other facul- 
ties of the intellect, is ever held the truest and best, 
when it is the very first result of the critic's mind : as 
fowlers reckon the first aim for the surest, and seldom 
fail of missing the mark, if they stay not for a second. 

Secondly. The trut critics ai*e known, by their talent 
of swarming about the noblest writers, to which they are 
caxi'ied merely by instinct, as a rat to the best cheese, oar 
as a wasp to the fairest fruit. So, when the king is on 
horseback, he is Kure to be the dullest person of the com- 
pany ; and they that make their court best, ai*e such as 
bespatter him most. 

168563 
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Lastly- A true criiic^iik the perusal of a book, is like 
a dog at a feast, whose thoughts and stomach are 
wholly set upon what the guests fling away^ and conser 
quently is apt to snarl most, when there are tbe fewest 
boucs.* ■ . 

Thus much, I thinks is sui&dent to serve by way of 
address to my patrons, the true modem critics j and may 
' rery well att)ne for my past silence, as well as that which 
I am likef to observe for the future. I hope I have de- 
served so well 'of their whole body, as to meet with ^e^ 
nerous and tender ussige at their hands. Supported hy 
which expectation, I go on boldly to pursue those ad- 
ventures, already «o happily begun« ^ - 



SECT. IV. 

A TALK OF A TUB, 

I HAVE now, with much pains and study, conducted 
the reader to a period, where he must expect to^ieaf of' 
great revolutions. For no sooner had our learned brtHj 
ther, 60 often Mentioned, got a warm house of his own 
/ pver his head, than he began to look big, and to take 
'mightily upon him; insomuch, that ^unless the gentfe 
^ reader, out of his great candour, will please a little to ex- 
alt his idea, I am afraid he will hen^forth hardly know 
the hero of the play, when he happens to meet him ; 
his part, his diess, aqd his jnien, being so much altered. 

He told his brothers, " he would have them to know- 
that he was their elder, ai\d consequently his father's 

* Aud howtliey*re disappointed when they're pleas'd. Congrkvk. 
MS.Patt. ...-'' 

f » LiVe' for * likely.' S, . ' *,- ' 
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I sole heir; na^r, a \irhile after, be wpoM not allow themr 
/ tocdlhim Brifther, but Mr. PETER; and then he 
I must l)e styled Father PETER; and sometimes, sn^,; 
Lord PpSTER. To support this grandeur, which he 
soon begiin to considei* could not be maint^jned without 
a he^rfonde, than what, he was bo^ to: after much 
thought, he cast about at last to turn projector and vir^ 
tuoso, wherein he so well succeeded, that many famous 
discoveries, projects and machines, which bear great 
T0git& and practke at present in the world, are owmg 
entire^ to Lord PETER's invention. I will deduce 
the best account Thave been able to edllect of the chief 
among them, witliout considering much the order they 
came out in ; because, I think, authors are not well a- 
gi-eed as to that point. 

I hope, when this treatise of mine shall be translated 
into fore%n languages (as I may without vanity affirm, 
that the labour of collecting, the fiiithlulness in recount- 
ing, and the great usefulness of the matter to the pubUc, 
will amply deserve that justice) that the wortlfy mem- 
bers of the several academies abroad, especially those of 
- SMM^tuMl .Ild]y^ls^I} f;^yourably accept these humble 
offers, for the advancement of imiversal knowledge. I 
do also advertise the most reverend fathers, the eastern 
missionaries, that I have, purely for their sakes, made 
use of such words and*^hffasep, as will best admit an 
easy turn into any of the oriental languages, especially 
the Chinese. And so I proceed with great coptent of 
mind, up^n reflecting how much emolument this whole 
globe of the earth, is likely to, reap by my labours. 

The first undertaking of Lord Peter was, to purchase 
a large continent, lately said to have been discovered in 
terra austraUs incognita.* This tract of land he bought 

* The West ladies, sold bj^ the Pope to the King of Spfun. MS. 
Pott. 
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at a very great penny-wortL, from the discoyexa^st^air 
^Ives, (though some pretended to doubt whether they 
had ever been there) and then retailed it into fieyeral 
€anton9 to certain dealers, who cai-ried over coloniei^ 
but were all shipwrecked in the voyage. Upon whicli 
Lord Peter sold the said continent to other customers a-. 
gain, and again, and . again, and again, with the s^me 
success. . 

The second project I shall mention, was his. sover 
reign remedy for the wcrms^* especially those m the. 
spleen.f The patient was to eat oothing after supper 
for three nights:} as soon as he went to bed^ be was 
care(ully talay on one ade, and when he grew weary, 
tq tiirn upon the other; he must also duly confine Im 
two eyes to tlie same object: and by no means break 
wind at both ends together, witliout manifest occasion. 
These prescriptions dUigently observed, .the worms would 
void insensibly by persqpiration) ascending through the . 
brain. 

A thW invention was the erection of a mhispmng^- 
qffice,^ for the public good and ease of all such as are 
hypocondriacal, or trouWed j»rUh^_co^^ ^- 

^FaU eves-droppers, physicians, midwives, smoS politir 
cians, friends fallen out, repeatuig poets, lovers happy or 
in despair, bawds, privy-counsellore, pages, paraates, and 
buffoons: in short, of aft such as are in danger of bur^ 

* Faeting days in lent. MS. Pole, 

f Penance and absolution are played upon under the notion of a 
sovereign remedy for the worms, especially in the spleea, which by 
observing Peter's prescription would void insensibly by perspiratioa, 
&scending.^hrough the brain, &c. W. Woitoj*. 

X Here the author ridicules the penances of the church of Rome, 
which may be made as easy to the sinrter as he pleases, provided he 
will pay for them accordingly. H. 

f Confewion. MS. Pate. 
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ing Tdth too nnidi idnd* An ass's head was phced s6 
coavemently^ that the pa^ty affected, m^^t easily with 
his mouth accost eiAei- of the ai^al's ears , to which he 
w«B to apply close for a certam space, and by a fngitive 
faculty, peculiar to the ears of that animal, receive ini- 
mediate benefit, either by eructation, or expiration, <*. 
eTomitatlon. 

Another very beneficial project of Lord Peter's was, 
an ^ice '^f .insurance for tobacco-pipes,t martyrs of the 

mpdera zeal, volumes of poetiy, sliadows, — ^ 

and rivers: that these, nw any of these, shall receive 
damage by fire. Whence, our fiiendly societies may 
plainly find themselves tabe only Uranscribem from this 
originad; though the one, and the other, have been of 
great benefit to the undertakers, as well as <^ equal to 
the puMic. 

Lord PETER was also, held the otiginal author of 
ptqfpets 2ai6rar€€'^wws;X the great u^fuhiess whereof 
being $p generally known, I sball not enlarge farther 

Bui another discovery, for which he was much re- 
nowned, was lus famous wdversal piekU.^ For having 
-remarked how your common pickle,{| in use among 
housewives^ was of no fi^^er benefitthan to preserve 

♦ By his whi^ering-ofiice, for the teUef of eves-^lroppers, pbysi. 
ciaos, bawds, and privy-counsellors, he ridicules auricular confes- 
jioDi and the jn lest who takes it, is described by tbe assVliead. 

W. WpTTON. 

t Indulgences. MS. Pole. — ^Tbe gross abuses whereof first gave 
occasion for the reformation. H. 

X Ceremonies. MS. p4ae. 
I \ Holy water- MS. Poie.— This he calls a universal pickle, to 
I preserve houses, gardens, towns, men, women, children, and cattle, 
j wherein he could preserve then;i as sound as insects in amber. W . 

WoTTON, 

1} This is easily understood to be holy water, eom^oied of the 
■»me ingredients with many other pickles. H 
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dead flesb, and certaia kinds of yegetd)Ies; Peter, -witlj 
great cost as well as ait, had contriired a pkkle proper- 
: for houses, gardens, tovms, men, Tromen^ children, ^sad 
cattle ; wherein he could preserve them as. sound as in- 
sects in amber* Now this pickle to the taste, the siaell, 
and the sight, appeai*ed exactly the same wUh what is in 
common ser^e for beef, and biitt^, and henings, and 
has been often thatwiiy applied with great success, but^ 
for its maoy sovereign virtues, was quite a different 
- thing. F(Nr Peter would put iii a certain quastity of ^s 
: powder frnperUn^phnpy^ ^hejc which it never foiled of 
success. The. iteration wasp^ormed by sj^arg^ac- 
iMn,t in a proper time of the moon. The patient; who 
was to be pickled, if it were a house^ would infaHibly-be, 
j^reserved from all spiders, rats, and weazels; if the pm*- 
ty aflfected were a dog, he ^ould be exempt from man^e^ 
and ma<kiess) and hunger. It also inftiUjbly took awi^y 
idl soabe^ and lice, and scsdled heads from ^hildi^en) Jie- 
ver hindeiipg the patient from any .duty, eitfaeir at bed or 

boards ~ ^ — ^ • - — ,..• ... 

But of all Peter's rarities, he most valued a ccstaia 
set of buUs^X Whose race was hf gre;at fortune pre- 
served in a lineal descent from those, that guarded the 
golden fleece. Though some who pretended to observe 
them curiously, doubted the breed had not been kept en- 

^ And because holy water differs only in consecration from cob- 
mon water, therefore he tells us l^at his pickle by tbe ponder of 
pimperlimpimp receives new virtues, though it differs not in sight 
Bor smell from the common pickles, whleh preserve be^^ and butter, 
and herrings. W. Wotton. 

f Sprinkling. H. 

% The papal bulls are ridiculed by name, so that here we are at 
no lo8» for the author^s meaning., W. Wotton. 

Here the author has kept the name, and means the poye^s bulie, or 
rather his fulminations, and excommunications of heretical princesi, 
all signed with lead and the seal of the fishernsD, and therefore 
9atd to have ieadea feet and fishes tall^ H. 
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&ety diaflte; because the^ had degeoented fimn Aeir 
wcertoTB in tome qualities, and had acquired others reij 
extraotdiimry , by a foreign mixture. Th^ bulls of Col- 
chis are recorded to- have brazen feet; but whedwr it 
happened by ill pasture and nmiung, by aa afiaj fiom 
hiterrention of other parents, from stden intrigues; 
whether a weakness in their progenitors had irapahed 
the seminal virtue, or by a decline neeeasary throii^ a 
long course t>f time, the originals of nature bdng de- 
praved in these fattier fiin(nl<ages of the world ; whatever 
was the cause, it is certain; that Lord Peter's bulls were 
extremely vitiated by 4he rust of Ume jo the metal of 
their feet, which was now sunk into common lead. How- 
ever, the terrible roaring, peculiar to thdr lineage, was 
preserved ; as likewise that facul^ of breathing oi|t fire 
from theu' nostrils;''^ which notwithstanding many of 
their detractors took to be a feat of art; to be nothing 
so terriUe as it appeased ; proceeding only from their 
usual oourse of diet, which was of sqi#s and- crackers-f 
However, they had two peculiar marks, which oielreme^ 
ly distinguished them from the bulls of Jason, and 
idneh I have not met together in the description of any 
other monster^ beside that in Horace : 

Varias inducere plumas i 

and. 
Airum desinat in piscenu 

For these had fishes tails^ yet upon occasion could out- 
fly any bird in the air; Peter put these bulls upon se- 

* These passages, and many others,* lio doubt, must be construed 
48 antichilstian, by the church of Home. When the chief minister 
and his minions are exposed^ the keener the satire the more liable ib 
it to be inlbrpreted into high treason against the king. Orrsrt^ 

f These are the fulminations Of the pope, threatening hell and- 
damnation to those princes who oSend him* H^ 

t' Sub annulo piscatoris. MS, PaU. 
B 2 
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vera! empl<yfs. . Sometihies he ir ould set than a iHtanng 
to fright naughty bcj/s^* aad make them qaaieL Sen^ 
times he T^ould send them out upofi erraads of ^reat im- 
poFtance; where, it iairooderfol tdreccmot (andpeihaq^ 
the cautious reetder may think miu^ to believe It) m 
appedtus smsMUs derivii^ itBelf through the whole fat- 
iullj from tfe^ir^noBle ancefitors, gaardians of the golden 
fleece, ^ey^Jontiniied so extremely foiid of gold, that if 
Peter sent them abroad, though it ware only upon a eooft* 
pliraent, they would roar, and sfnt; aild heleh, aifd plsi^ • 
and fart, and snird out fire, and keep i^ perpetual coil» 
tiU you flung them a bit of gold; but Aen, pidveris ^ay 
igui jactuj they would grow calm and qtj^et as lambs* 
In short, whether by secret connivance, or encourage- 
ment from their master, or out of their own liquorish 
affection to gold, or both ; it is certain they were no foet'- 
ter than a scnrt of sturdy, swaggering begg^s ; and where 
they could fiot prevail to get an alms, would make iifo* 
men miscarry, and children fall into fits, who, to thir-ve* 
ry day, usually call sprights and hobgoblins, by the 
name of huUieggars. They grew at last so veiy troubfe*- 
some to the nei^bourhood, that some gentlemen ei the 
north-west got a pmcel of right Englidr^/^^^^, and 
baited them so terribly, tliat they, felt it ever after. 

I mitst needs mention one more of Loiti Peter's pro* 
jects, which was very jeistraordinary, and discovered hinii 
to be master of a tigh reach, and profound invention. 
Whenever it hi^ipened, that any rogue of Newgate was 
ccmdemned to be hanged, Peter would offer him 8 par^ 
don for a certain sum of money ; which, when the poor 
caitiff had made all^ shifts to scrape iip,^nd send, his 
Lordship would return a piece «f papier in tins form :t 

* That 18, kings who Mtarred Us tUspl^awre. B. 

t Thi9 w%^ •mpy of a gieBeTal pardon^ ngned. lenms fervonom ^ 
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<»; Tn.sXL fliajroiiB, sh^s, jailoars^ eoiurtaUefl, baiHfiis 
hsffigB^a, &Ci. Wha:e&£h«e are informed, that A. B. r^ 
malas in the hands of yoUj or any of you, under the 
seol^ace of death : We vnXi and command you^ upon the ' 
si^t hereof^ to let the said j^ridoner depart to his owo 
hahltatioD, npjiether.he stands ccNidamied for murdec, ^k)- 
d^B^ Tape, saerSi^e, inoest» treason, bhsphevay, &e. for 
wh]idi.thlsi9hall beyour sufficknt i^acraht: and if you 
fail hereof, G—d-^mn you and y^ms to all eternity. 
And -so mt bid you heartily fere wdl. 
Ywif most humble 
/ V man's man, 

r Emperer PETER."* 

.The wretehes, tru^ing to this, lost their lives and mo- 
n€y;too. 

I ;desire of tiose, whom ,the > leanied amoi^ posterity 
wiHv ^olnt for 'cmnmeBtators upon tids elaborate trea- 
tise, that they witt proceed with greaicaution upon eer* 
taio daric pc^s, wherein all, who are not veri adepH; 
nray be in danger to form rash and hasty conclusions, 
especially^ dome mysterious paragraphs, where certain 
a7*£ima are joined for brevity ssJEe, which in the opera^ 
tion must be divided. And I am. certain, that future 
sons of art wiH return large thanks to my memory, for 
so grateful, so useful an innmendo* 

It will be no difficult part to persuade the reader, 
that so many worthy discoveries met with great success 
in the^orld; though I may justly assure him; that I 
have related much the smallest number; my design 
having been only to single out such as will be of most 
benefit for public imitation, or which best served to give 

.^ Absolution in arlxtfido fMnriiU^ and the taac, cauMTst ap$stoUca, are 
iested upon in emperor Peter's letter. W. WoTT©Wi 
£ 3 
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some ideaof^tbereacb and wit of die iaveolor.. And 
therefons'it need not be wondered at, if, by lina time. 
Lord Peter was become esxee<fing rieh : but, alas! he 
had kept hb brata so long and fio Tiolen^y upon the tack, 
that at last it shook itself, and began to turn round for a 
little ease. In short, what with pride, projects, and 
knavery, poor Peter was grown distracted, and concelYed 
the strangest imaglnalions' in the world. In the: height 
of his fits, as it is usual with those who run. mad out of 
pride, he would call himself' God Ahmgkfy^^ and some^ 
times Monardi of the Unkferse, ^^ I haye seei^ him,'' 
says my author, *' take three old Hghrcnmmed hats^f 
. and clq> them all on his head; three story higb» with a 
huge bwfuih cf keys at Ins girdlej/and an angling^rod in 
his hand.§ In which guise, whoeiFer went to lake him . 
by the hand in the way of salutation, Peter with nuu^ 
grace, Mke a well-educated spamel, woqld present them 
with Ymfoot ^\ and if they refused hi& civUity, then he 
trould rsose it as Irigh as their chs^s, and give tb^m a 
damned kick on the mouth, whidh has ever auace been 
called a salute. Whoever walked by without paying 
him their compliments, Imvi&g a wonderful^strong breathy 
he would blow their hats off into the dirt Mean time 
his affairs at home went upside down, and his two Imxk 

* The pope is not only allQwed to be de vicar of Christ, but by 
several divines is called God opon.earth, and other blasphemous ff^ 
ties are given him. H. 

f The triple^rown. H» 

} The keys of the church. The church is here taken for^the gate 
of Heaven ; for the keys of Heaven arc assumed by the pope, in con- 
sequence of what our Lord said to Peter: *^ 1 will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of Heaven." H. 

$ Thepope^s universal monarchy,, and his triple crown, and fisher *s 
ring. W. WoTTow. 

{} Neither does his arrogant waj of requiring men to kiss his slip? 
.per cBcape reiecUoo. W. Wotson. 
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Ibeniiliiad & "wretched t^&e ; where hia firpi boutade * wad, 
via Mck bc#i th&r whes one morning out of diKiirs^f and 

> hkawn too, and in thek gte^ gave orders to pick up 
4he»firBt three strollers tl^at could be met with in the 

: streets.^ A while alter he uai}^ up the cellar-door ; and 

^'iiroald not aHow hia hrotber^a dicop of drink to their vio- 
tua}s.§ IKning one,da7 sut ^n alda^man's in the djty, 
Fet^ observed hkn^xpaitiating, after the manner of his 

« brethren, in the praises of, hia sirloin pf beef. ^ Bee^" 

.said the sage ma^strate, ^' is the kiaatg of meat; beef 
c.ompr^a^ in it the ^^tessence of partridge, and 
•quail, and venison^ and phea^sant, and plumb-{mdding, 
^and cii^tard." When Peter came home, he would neieds 
tak^e the fancy of cooking vtp Ais jioctrane into use» and^ 

' applf the .precept, in default of a sirloin, to his browa 
i^: " Bread,'' sa^rs he, ^dear brothers, is the staff of 
life ; in whii^ bread is contained^ inclusive, the quinteg^ 

. senc^ of beeg mtitt^^ veal, venison, partridge, phimb- 
pudding, mA, oist^rd: and to render all complete, there 
is intermingled a dnequantity of watery whose ci:iiditieB 
are also corrected by yeast or barm; through which 

■f means itbecomea a wholesome fermented liquit^, diBused 
through the inafe of the Iwead." Upon the strei^th of 
these conclusions, nexttlay at dinner, was the lnx>wn loaf 
served up in all the formality of a city feast. '' Come, 
brothers,'' said Peter, '^ fiall to, and spare not; here is 

* This word properly aigaifies a sudden jerk| or lash of a horse, 
when you do not expect it,. H. 

•J^he celibacy of the Romish clergy U struck at in Peter's beat- 
mg. his own and brothers wives oUt of doors. IV. Wotton. 

\ Graviils peccat sacerdos si uxorem-ducat^ quilnk^^ si domi coocttbiv 
nam fovcat." MS. Patt, - 

\ The pope's refusing the cup .to tlie laity, persuading them that 
the blood is contained in the bread, and that the bread ie the real 
ftfidentirebody of Chiist. H. ^ 
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excellent good nmttm /^ or hdd, aov' myhttoi is m, jk 
wiU help ycni*" At which word,- in much c&c^mxxa^^ 
with fork and knife he carves out two good dices of a 
loafy and presents each on a plate to his brothers. The. 
■elder otthe two^ not suddenly eiKermg itito Loord Petards 
-ci^ceit, began with verj civil language to exradne :tii6 
mystery. " My IcMrd," said he, «I doubt^ with great msf^k^ 
fluififllon, there may be some mkt^fce." — ^. What^" 
says Peter, " you ^re pleasant; come thcn^ letus h^ar 
this jest yoi» head is so big with." — '* iCone in the: * 
world, my lord; but, unless I em very much de- 
ceived, your lordship was pleased a while a^ to let 
fall a w<N:d about nmUrni^ and I would be gl$id to 
see it witfi 931 my heart." — ^ How," said Pc*cr, ap-' 
pearing in great surprise, ^ I do not comprehend this 
at all."; — ^Tlpon which, the younger inl^rposii^ to set 
<be business aright : •* My Lord," said he, " my brother 
X suppose is hungry, and longs for the mutton youi* Lord^ 
ship has promised us to dmner." — ^ Pray^" said Peter, 
« take me ialoog with you; either you are both mad, or 
dil^pQsed to bemeirrier than I Itpprove of; if ^oa there do 
not like your piece, I will carve you another; tlnnigh I 
should take that to be the choice bit of the whole shoul* 
der."— " What then, ray Lord,^' replied the ihst, "it 
seems this is a shoulder of mutton all this while." — '* Rray, 
sir," says Peter,^" eat your victuals, and leave oflf your 
impertinence, if you please, for I am not disposed to re- 
lirfi it at present" But the other could not forbear, be- 
ting over-frovoked at the affected seiiousness of Peter's 
countenance. "By G—, ray Lord," said he, "I can 
only say, that to my eyes, and fingers, and teeth, and 

• Transubstantiatioii. Peter tiirashis bread into mutton; and, 
according to the popish doctrine of concomitants, his yine too, 
which in his way he calls palming his damned crusts upon the bro- 
thers, for mutton^ W. WOTTON. 
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mat, W'setm to be notlikig but a erust^iriadJ'' UfK>6 
irhicli Ibe aeeood put in hufword : ^' I seyer sav a piece 
of ^saUan in mj^ life so ni^dxly reaembUog a slke firom a 
fwd^fpenn^ I(m^."— -" Look ye, ^otlenaen," cries Pet^r 
in a i9ge, ^' to:^oa¥ipce you, wbat a codpleof blmd, pen 
sitive, ignorant, if^ilful puppies you are, I wUl use bat 
tblspisdii arguu^ent; by G— , it i»tnie,^ood, natiffal 
}nfi£t<»najraDy]{liLea(knhalLmftfk^; and G-r- confound 
you: b<»th* ^t^ruaHy, if you oflfi* to believe otherwite." 
Sucb-a tbuadering pro(^ as this Mt no farthei^Toom for 
obiectiodf the two unbelievers b^anto gath^rand pock- 
et up ^eir* mistake, as hastily as tiiey ^ml^. *^ Why, 
truly,"„said the first, '^ iip6n more aoature consideration*" 
*' Ay^" says the other, interruptiug him, "now I have 
thought better on the thing, your l(Hr<}ship seems to have 
« great ,deal of reason." — ^ Very well," said Peter.5 
"^h^jhoy, fillrae a beer-glass. of claret? h^^'sto you 
both with all Day heart." The two brethren^ miidi de- 
lighted to see him so readily appeased, returned their most 
humble thau^ And said, " they would be glad to pledge 
his LKwrdsMp." " That you Aall," said P^^ ; " I am 
Bot a person to tf^fu^e you any tfahig that 19 fe^^sonable; 
win^ nooderately tsJ^en, isa^cordial; here is a glass a 
piece for you; it is tiiie natural juice from the- grape, 
none of your damued vintners l»rewtngs." Having ^oke 
thua^ he presented to each of them another large dry 
crust, bidding them " drink it off, and not be bashful, for 
it would do them no hurt." The two brothers, after 
having performed the usual office in such delicate con- 
junctures, of staring a sufficient period at Lord Peter 
and each other, and finding how mattera were likely to 
go, resolved not to enter on a new dispute, but let him 
carry the point as he pleased : for he was now got into 
9ne of his mad fits, and to aigue or expostulate farther^ 
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would oolj aeiTe to render him a handred dmes minre 
utitraotable. 

I have chosen to relate thk worthy maUer in afi Us 
drcumstaoccs, because it gave a principal occasion to 
that great and famous rupture,* which happened about 
4he same time among these brethren, and was never afte^ 
wards made up. But of tliat I ^all treat at large ia 
another section. 

Howevei^ it is certain that Lord Peter, even si^his 
lucid intervals, was very lewdly given infaiscoi«non 
conversation, estremef wilful and positive, and would 
at any time rath» argue to the death, than allow him- 
self once to be in an error. Besides, he had an abomina- 
^ ble faculty of telling huge palpable lies upon ^ occa- 
sdons,| and not only sweiDring to the truth, but cittiing 
the whole company to Hell, if thiy pretended to mafce 
the least scruple of believing him. One time he mmxtt 
he had a cmv^ at home, which gave as much mUk at a 
meal, as would iiH three ihnusand. chiu'chesf and what 
was yet more extraordioary, would neyer turn ^ur. 
Another time he was telling of an old &gn post,]] that be- 
loD^ged to hisXather, with nails and timber enou^ in it to 
build sixteen large men of war. Talking one day of 
Chinese waggons, which were made so light as to sail 

over mountains : "Z ds," said Peter, " where V the 

wonder of that ? by G — \ I saw a large house rf lime and 

. « By this i^ipture is meant the Refbrmatioa. If >^ 

f * Extreme' for * extremely.* S. 

X Infallibility. MS, Pate. 

§ The ridiculous multiplying of ttic Virgin Mary*i milk among 
the papists, under the allegory of a cow, which gave as much milk 
at a meal as would fill three thousand churches. W. Wotton. 

If By the sign»post is meant the cross of our Blessed l^aviour ; and 
if all the wood, that is shown for parts of it, was collected^ the quan> 
t^y would sufficiently justify this sarcasm, H. 
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sf&ne^ travrf over sea and land,t (granHng it stopped 
sometimes to bait) above t^o thousand Gennan leagues*" 
And that idiich was the good of tt,*he M'ottld svrear des- 
perately iall the while, that he never told a^lie inhis life; 
dnd at every wordj "By 6—-, gentlemen, I tell you 
Hdaiing bttf the troth : and the I>— 1 baroii them etemallf 
tliat?irill not believe me." * 

In short, Peter grew fK> scandalous, that all the neigh- 
bburhood began in plain Irords to say, " he was no better 
thjifit* kaave." A^d bis two brotheirs, long weary of his 
HI usage^ resolved at last to leave him; but first, ihey 
humbly desired a copy of their fa^er*s wttf, which had 
now lain by n^ected, time out <)f mind. Instead of 
granting this request, he called them *^ danrned sons of 
whores, rogues, traitors," ^nd the rest of the vile names 
he could inoster up. However, while he was abroad 
«Kie day upon his projects, the two youngsters watched 
their opportunity, made a shift to come at the n«22,|; and 
look air(^a vmi;, by which they presently saw how 
^sossly they had been abused; their father having left 
them equal heirs, aad^stri€llyiC(ffl!Bfttfde^ 
they got should lie in common among them all. Pur- 
suant to which, thmr n^xt enterprise was, to break open 
the' cellar^oor, and get a little good «&tn/b,§ to gpuit^and 
comfort their hearts. In copying the will, they had met 

* The chapel of Loretto, MS. Pate,— He fells hereoAly upoa 
the ridiculous inventions of popery: the church of Rome intended 
by these things to gull silly, . superstitious people, and rook them of 
their money ; the world had been too long in slavery, our ancestors 
^onously Tedeemed us from that yok^. The churph of Rome there- 
fore ought to be exposed, and he deserves well of mankind that do«t 
expose it. W. Wotton. 

f The chapel of Loretto, travelled from the Holy Land to Italy. 
H. 

X Translated the Scriptures into the vulvar tongue. H. 

H Adimntftered the cup to tji& laity at tibe conuBunioa. H, 
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another precept against whomg, divcoce, a]id«^>afate 

mainteaaDce ; upon wbicb their next work was to diacaid 
their amcubinesj and send for their wives,* WMte all 
this was in agitation, there enters a solicitor fironi I^w- 
gate> desiring Lord Peter would please to procure a paiw 
^on for a thief, that was to be hanged to-mcHrrow* But 
the two brothers told him, '^he was a coxconib to seek 
pardons from a fellow, who deserved to be lianged much 
better than his client ;'' and discovered all the method of 
that imposture, in the same form I delivered it a wUle 
ago, advising the solidior to put his friend upon obtain- 
ing a partem from the King.i In the midst of all this 
clutter and revolution, in comes Peter with a file of dhih 
goons at his heels;| and gathering from all bands what 
was in the wind, be and his^gang, after sc^veral.miUioas 
of scurrilities and cui-ses^ not very important here.tare- 
peat,§ by main force very fairly lucked theoifooth ma rf 
docrs,ll and would never let them come under his roof 
from that day to this. 



' SECT.V, 

A l>IGRBSSIO^ IN THE HOSBBN KI|iD« 

Wb, whom the world is pleased to honour with the 
title of modern authors^ ^ould never have been able to 

* Allowed the marriageB of priests. H. 

f Directed penitents not to trust to pardons 'and absolutions pro- 
cured for morfey»but«ent them to implore the mercy ofOod, from 
irhence alone remission ii to he obtained. H. 

t' ByVeter*s dragoons is meant the civil power, which those prin- 
ces, whp were bigoted to the Romish superstition, employed against 
the reformers. H. 

$ It should be, * here to be Irepeated.^ S. 

II The Pope s^uts all who diiseift from hin out of the church. H^ 
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coiBf 31^ our great deaiga of m ev^rlutiog reflaembrance, 
and neyer-djiDg fame, if our eudeavburg had not been 
so highly serticftable to the geneial- good of mankind. 
This, O ttniveroe, is the adventurous attempt of me thy 
seoretaryi. 

'. Qatemwt perferre laborem 

Suadety et inducit nodes vigUare serena^f. 

To'tfaifi^nd/I have sometiaie «itice, with a world of 
pains and art, dissected the carcass of human nature, 
and read many useful lectures tipon the several partem 
both emiteanmg and canUmedj till at last it smelt so 
strong, I eoiild preserve it no longer. Upon which, I 
have been at a great expense to lit up all die bones ivith 
exact contexture, and in due symmetry; so that I am 
rea^ to show a very complete anatomy thereolj to all 
Gumus gentl&nen and others* But not to digress far- 
ther in the midst of a digression, as I have known some 
autbora emplose digressions in one another, like a nest of 
boxes I I do affirm, that having carefully cut up human 
tmtur^ I hsvrfotind a very stra&ge, nctr,aflti important 
discovery ; that the public good ot mankind is perfinrm« 
ed by two ways, instriiction and diversion. And I have 
farther proved in my said several readings (which per- 
haps thfe world may one day see, if I can prevail on any 
friend to steal a copy, or on certain gentlemen of my ad» 
mirers. to be vetar Importunate) that as mankind is now 
dl^osed, he* receives much greater advaniagc by being 
diverted j^an instructed; his epidemical diseases being 

* Neither grammar nor custom will allow this mode of expression ; 
the relative, * he,' can never agree with * mankind :' itrriiould either 
He, * as man is now disposed, he/ &c. or * a« mankind are now disposed, 

the7,'&c, e. ■ - ^ 
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fastidionty, ampi^y, aod oecitadon; whereas in the 
present universal empire of wit and learning, thare seems 
but little matter lefit for instruction. Howerer, in com- 
pliance with a lesson of great age and authority, I hate 
attempted canyiog the point in all its heights; and ac- 
coi'dinglj throughout this divine treatise, have dbiJfuIIy 
iLneaded up both together, with a layer of utile, and t 
layer of duke. 

When I consider how exceedingly ^our illnBtrious mo- 
derns have eclipsed the if eak gliimnering lights of the 
ancients, iind turned them out of the road of all fashion- 
able commerce, to a degree, that our choice Town-wits,* 
•f most refined accomplishments, are in grave dispute, 
whether there have Been ever any ancients cm* uot : ib 
which point, we. are lil^ely to receive wonderful satisfac- 
tion, from the most useful labours and lucubrations oi 
that worthy modern^ Dr. gentley : I say, when I consi- 
der all this, 1 x:annot but bewail, that no famous fi^eiu 
has ever yet attempted a universal system^ in a small 
portable volume, of all things that are to be known, or 
believed, or imagined, or practised in life. I am how- 
ever, forced to ackncrwletJge, that such ao enterprise ww 
thought on some time ago by a-great philosopher of 0. 
Brazalct The method he proposed, was, by a certain 
curious receipt, a nostrum, which after his untimely 
death I found among his papers; and do here, oUt of mj 
great affection to the ino^ern learned, present them with 

» Tbe leanxe4 person, here meant by our author, has been endea- 
vouring to annihilate eo many ancient writers, that, until he is pleased 
to stop his hand, if will be dangerous to affirm, whether there hare 
been any ancients in the world. OngimU. 

t This is an imaginary ^land, of kin to that,- which is called the 
Painters^ wives island, placed in some unknown part of the ocean, 
merely atthefiiQ<9 of th^map m^ker. H. 
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it, not' doubting' it mtij one day encourage* some worthy . 
underiafcei'. 

You take fair correct copies, wel] bound in ealfekin 
and lettered at the back, of all modern bodies of arts 
and MBciencee whatsoever; and in what language you 
please. These you distil in balneo marue, infusing quint- 
essence of poppy Q. S. together leitb three pints of 
Lethe, to be had from the apothecaries. You cleanse 
away care&lly the sordes and caput moriuwny letting all 
that is voiafile evaporate. You preserve only the first 
running, which is again to be distiUed seventeen times, 
till what remains will amount to about two drams. This" 
you keep in a glass vial hermetically sealed, f6r one- 
and-twenty days. Then you begin your catholic treatise; 
takii^ every morning fastii^, first shaking the viai, three 
drops of this elixir, snuffing it strongly up your nose. 
It wiB dilate itself about the iM-ain (where there is any) 
in fourteen minutes, and you immediately perceive in^ 
yoilu* head an infinite number of abstracts, summaries, 
compendiums, extractss collections, medullas, ezcerpta 
qtuedams, jlorilegias^ and the like, all disposed into great 
order, "and reducible upo» paper. 

I must needs own, it was by the assistance of thia 
arcamtm, that I, though otherwise hr^r, have adven- 
tured tipon so daring an attempt, never achieved or un- 
deiiaken before, but by a certain author called Homer; 
in M'boni, though otherwise a person not without some 
abilities, aqd for an ancient, of a tolerable genius, I have 
discovered many gross errors, which are not to be forgiven 
his very ashes, if by chance any of them are left. For 
vhereas we are assured, he designed his work for a com 
plete body of all knowledge,* human, divine, political, 

* Homerus omnesres humanas poematis complcxua est. \^Xempk. 
in conviv. Origifial. 
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and mechanic; it is manifest he has whotiy n^ected 
some, and been veiy imperfect in the rest. For, first of 
all, as eminent a cabalist as his disciples would represent 
him, his account of the opus magnum is extremely poor 
and deficient j he seems to have read but very superficial- 
ly either Sendivogus, Behmen, or Anthroposaphia Theo- 
magiGa,* He is also quite mistaken about the spJuera 
jn/raplastica^ a neglect not to be atoned for; and, if the 
reader iiill admit so severe ia censure, vix crederem euita- 
rem hune unquam audimse ignis vocem. His failings 
ajre not less prominent in several parts of the mechanics. 
For, having read his writings with the utmost application, 
usual among modi^n wits, I could never yet discover 
the Jeast direction about the structure of that Useful in- 
strument, a saveall. For want of which, if the modems 
had not lent their assistance, we might yet have wander- 
ed in the dai-k. But 1 have still behind a fault far more 
notorious to tax this author with; I mean, his gross igno- 
rance in the common laws of this realm, and in the doc- 
tiine as well as discipline of the church of England.! 
A defect, indeed, for which both he, and all tlie ancients, 
' stand most justly censured, by ifty worthy and ingenious 
friend, Mr. Wotton, bachelor of divinity, in his incompa- 
rable treatise of ancient and modern learning: a book, 
never to be sufficiently valued, whether w* consider the 
happy turns and flowings of the author's wit, the great 

* A treatise written about fifty years ago, by a Welsh gentleman 
of Cambridge. His name as I remember, Vaughan, as appears by 
the answer to it written by the learned Dr. Henry More. It is a 
piece of the most unintelligible fustian, that perhaps was ever pub- 
lished in any language. Original, 

\ Mr. Wotton, (to • whom our author never gives any quarter) 
in his comparison of ancient and modern learning, numbers divinity, 
law, &c. among those parts of knowledge, wherein we excel the 
ancients. H. 
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iisefidness of his subMiue^ discoveries upon tbe subject of 
flies and spittle, or the laborious eloquence of his style: 
Audi caDHot forbear doing that author the justice of my 
public acknowliedgments, for the great helps and liftings I 
had out of his^ incomparable piece, while I was pennii]^ 
this .treatise. 

BuV beside these omissions in Homer already men- 
tioned, the diriotts reader will also observe several de- 
fects in that author's writings, ibr which he is not aho- 
gether so accountable. For wheieas every branch of 
knowledge has received such wonderfiil acquirements 
since his age, especially within these last three years, or 
thereabouts; it is almost impossible he could be so very 
pCTfect in modern discoveries, as his advocates pretend. 
We freely acknowledge him to be the inventor of the 
campass, oi gun-powder^ and the circtdatian rf the blood: 
but, I challenge aay of his admirers to show me, in all his 
writings, a complete account of the spleen; does he not 
also leave us wholly to seek in the art of political wager- 
ing f What can be more defective and unsatisfactory, 
than his long dissertation upon tea? And as to his me- 
thod of salivation without mercury, so much celebrated 
of late, it is, to. my own knowledge and experience, a 
thing very little to be relied on. ' 

It was to supply such momentous defects, that I have 
been prevailed on, after long solititation, to take pen in 
hand; and I dare venture to promise, the judicious read- 
er shaH find nothing neglected here, that can be of use upon 
any emergency of life. I am confident to have included 
and exhausted alt, that human imagination can rise or fall 
to. Particularly, I recommend to the perusal of the learned, 
certain discoveries, that are wholly untouched by others ; 
whereof I shall only mention, among a great many more, 
my new help for smatterers^ or tlie art of being deep- 
teamed^ and shaUow-read. A curious invention about 
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mouse-traps. A umvena] rule of reasoii» or ereiy into 
his own eaarver; together with a most usefiil engkie &r 
eaiching ef orvls. Ail which, the judicioas reader will 
^nd lai^y treated on, In the sevml parts of this dis- 
course. ' 

I hold myself -obl^ed to give as much light as is pos- 
sible, kito the beauUes and excellencies of what I am 
writing: because it is become the fashion and humour 
nost applauded,^ among the first authors- of this pofite 
and learned age, when thej would correct the ilWnatufe 
of critical, or inform the ignorance of courteous readers. 
Besides, there have been several famous* pieces lat^ 
published, both in verse and prose, wherein, if the .wri- 
ters had not' been pleased, out of their great humanity 
and affection to the public, to give us a nice detail of 
the sublime and thie admirable they contain, it is a thou*' 
sand to one, whether we should ever have discovered 
one grain of either* For my own particular, I cannot 
deny, that whatever I have said upon this occasion, had 
been more proper in a preface^ and more agreeable to 
the mode, which usually directs it thither. But I here 
think fit to lay hold of that great and honourable privi- 
lege, of being the last writer; I claim ao absdute au- 
thority in right, as the freshest modern, which gives me 
a despotic power over all authors before me. In the 
strength of which title, I do utterly disapprove . and 
declare against that pernicious custom, making the pre- 
face sl bill of fare to the book. For I have always 
looked upon it as a high point of indiscretion in mon- 
ster-mongers, and other retaUers of strange sights, tii 
hang out a fair large picture over the door, drawn after 
the life, with a most eloquent description underneath : 
this has saved me many a three-pende ; for my curiosity 
was fully satisfied, and I never offered to go in, though 
often invited by the ui^iig and attending orator, with 
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Ws ImI rooyjiig «iid standing piece of rhetoric; <^ Sir 
upon iy word, we are just going to b^/^ Such iJ 
C?ac% the fote at thfc time of ptefdcea, ^siies, adver^ 
t^emmts^ tntroduOimi^ proUgmmas, apparatuses, to 
the readers. This expedient was admirable at fiwt ; our 
great Dry&b has long carried it as for as it would go, 
Md wilfr iacredible success. He has often said to me ip! 
ccMifidence, « tfiat the world would tave nev^r kiq>ect- 
cd hknto beso great a poet, if he had not assured them 
sa frequently in Me |»ef8<»s, that it was impossible they 
cswild either doubt, or foi^t it," l^rbaps it may be^ 
so; boweyer, I much fear, Ua mstmctioBs have edified 
out of their place, and taught men to grow wiser in cer- 
t«iH points, where he never intended they should; for it 
ifl kmentable to behdd, with what a lazy scorn many of 
the yawning^ readers of our age, do now-a-days twii! 
aver f<»ty ^ fifty pages of preface and dedication 
(wMch is the usual modem ^tmt) as if it were so much 
liafin. Though it must be also allowed on the other 
hand, that^ a very conaderable number is * known to 
proceed critics and wits; by readnig nothing else. Into 
which two- factions, I think, all present readers may 
jurtly be divided. JNFow for mysel^I p^fess to be of 
the formei- sort ; and therefore having the modern incU- 
nation, toexpatiate upon the beauty of my own produc- 
tions,and display the bright p^ts of my discohrse, I 
thought best to do it in the body of the woik; where^ 
as it now lies, it makes a very considerable addition to 
the bulk of the volume; a drciimstance by no means to 
be neglected by a skilful writer. 

Having thus paid my due deference and acknowledg- 
ment to an established custom of our newest authors, by 

* It ghoiad be, ' are » knoira, t^ agree with the following pIuralA 
cnticB and wits. ,8. feFUi^w, 

F 
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a bog digresdon nittought for, and a umrcrsai censure 
unproYoked ; b^ forcing iota tfae Hgbt, ivitb modi pains 
and dexterity, mj own exceltencies, and other meu^s de- 
-fiiults, with great justice to myself, and candiour to them, 
I BOW happUy resume my subject, to the iiifinite satis- 
fdction bc^ of the reader and the author. 



SECT. VL 

A TALB OF A T€B. 

We left Lord Peter in open rupture with his two 
brethren ;^ both for erer discarded from his house^ and 
resigned to the wide world, with little or nothing to trust 
to. Which are circumstances that render them proper 
subjects for the charity of a writer's pen ts work on; 
acenesof misery ever affording the fairest harvest for 
great adventures. And in this, the world may perceive 
the diSerence between the integrity of a generous au- 
thor, and that of a common friend. The latter ifr ob- 
served to adhere close \ in prosperity, but on the decline 
of fQrtune, to drop suddenly off. Whereas, the generous 
author, just on the contrary, finds his hero on the dung- 
bill, from thence by gradual steps raises him to a. throne, 
andihen immediately withdraws, expecting not so much 
as thanks for hia pains: in imitation of VfiAch e:pm»ple, 
I have placed Lord Peter in a noble house^ given him a 
tiUe to weaTi and manmf to ^peni There I shall leave biiQ 
for some lime; jreturni&g where commcm charity directs 
me, to th^ assiistapce of hia two brotha:s, at their lowest 

* It should be either,/ witii i^g two brothers,' or, *with bis 
bretiiren,' omitting the two. S. 

* • CSoee,' for * closely.' S. 
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1^. KoweT^r* J sbtffi by no tueaaa foyget mtj diaurae^ 
fif an hlsloriaii, to follow the truth «tep bj step^ vbater^ 
hsf^^eo^ Qr wlierever it may lead me. ^ 

The two exiles, sojotem'ly united in fortune and inters 
est^ took a lodging together ^ where, at their first leisure, 
they began to reflect on the nunsberless misfortunes and 
vexations of their life past, and could not tell on the 
sudden, to what failure in their conduct they ought to 
impute them; when, aifter some recollection, they called 
to mind the copy of theii^ father's nrUly which they had 
so happily recovered. This was immediately produced^ 
and a firm resolution taken between them, to alter what- 
ever wad already amiss, and reduce all their future mea- 
mu*es to the sMctest obedience prescribed therein. The 
main body <jf the will (as the reader cannot easily Jbave 
forgot) consisted in certain admirable rules about the 
wearing of then* coats; in the perusal whereof, the two 
brothers, at every period, duly comparing tlie doctrine 
with the practice, there was never seen a wider differ^ 
ence between two tMngs; iK^ble, downright transgres- 
sions of every point. Upon which they both resolved, 
wifliout farther delay, to fall immediately upon reducing 
the whole, exactly after their father's model. 

But, here it is good to stop the hasty reader, ever im- 
patient to see the end of an adventure, before we wri- 
ters can duly prepai*e him for it I am to record, that 
these two brothers began to be diMingnished at this dme 
by certain tiames. One of them desired to be called 
MAHTIN,* and the other took the appellation of 
JAGK.f These two had lived in much firiendship and 
agreeiaent, under the tyranny of thefar brothar Petar, as 
It 18 the talent of fellow-suf&ras to do; men in i^ipfor- 

* Martia UiGxer. MS* PaU. 
tJ^Gilvin. MS, Pate.^ 
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tone, beiQg like men in the dark, to whom all coloora 
are the same : but when they- came forward^ into the 
world, and began to di^lay them^elveB to each other, 
and to the light, their compleTdons appeared extremely 
different; which the present posture of their affairs gare 
them sudden opportunity to discover* 

But, here the severe reader may jui^Iy tax me as a 
writer of short memory, a deficiency to which a true 
modern cannot but, of necessity, be a little subject. Be- 
cause, memory being an employment of the mind upon 
things past, is a faculty, for which the learned in our il- 
lustrious age, have no manner of oq^adon, who deal en- ' 
tirely with invention, and strike all things out of them- 
selves, or at least by collision from each other : upon 
which account, we think it highly reasonable to produce 
our great forgetfulness^ as an argument unanswerable for 
our great wit I ought in method to have informed the 
reader, about fifty pages ago, of a fancy Lord Peter took, 
and infused into his brothers, to wear on their coats what- 
ever trinunings came up in fashion ; never pulling off" 
any as they went out of the mode, but keeping on all 
together ; which amounted in time to a medley the most 
antic, you can possibly conceive ; and this to a degree, 
that upon the time of their falling out, there was hardly a 
thread of the original coat to be seen : but an ipfinite 
quantity of lace and ribands^ ^nd fringe, and embroidefj^ 
and paints ; I mean only those tagged with silver^* for 
the rest fell off^ Now this material circumstance having 
been forgot indue place, as good fortune has ordered, 
comes in very properly here, when the two brothel's are ' 
just going to refmaoQ their vestures into the pnmitive 
state, prescribed by their father's will. 

* Points tagged with silver, are^tiiose doctrines that promote the 
greatness and wealth of the chqrch, which have b«eD therdbre woven 
deepest into the body ©f popery. H. 
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They both mianimousty entered upon this great;vrork, 
looking sometimes on their coats, and sbmetimes^on the 
irill. Martin laid the first band : at one twitch brought 
off a large handful of points;* and, with a secchd puU, 
stripped away ten dozen yards of fringe. But when he 
had gone thus far, he demurred awhile : he knew veiy 
well, there yet remained a great deal more to be done ; 
however, the first heat being oyer, his violence began to 
cool, and he resolved to proceed more moderately in the 
rest of the work; having already narrowly escaped a 
^swinging rent, inl pulling off the pdntSy which, being 
tagged with silver ;\ (as*we l?ave observed before) the 
judicious workman had^ with much sagacity, double 
sown, to pr^erve them from falling. Resolving there- 
fore to rid his coat of a huge (quantity of gold lace^ he 
picked up the stitches with much caution, and diligently 
gleaned out all the loose threads as he went, which proved 
to be a work of time. . Then he fell, about the embrmder- 
ed Indian figures of meny womeh^ and children ; against 
which, as you have heard in its due place, their father's 
testament was exti-emely exact and severe -.these, with 
much dexterity and application, were, aft^r a while^ 
quite eradicated, or utterly defaced. For the rest, where 
he observed the embroidery to be worked so close, as 
Aot to be got away without dama^g the cloth, ^or where 
it served to hide or strengthen any flaw in the body of 
the coat, contracted by the perpetual tampering of work- 
men upon it ; he concluded, the wisest course was to let 
it remain, resolving in no case whatsoever, that the sul^ 
stance of the stuff should suffer injury ; which he thought 
the best method for serving the true intent and meaning 
of his father's will. And this is the nearest account I 



* Bo^ftta. MS. PaU> 

i Points that b^og in gain to the Clergy. MS. J^oU. 
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have ie^n able to collect, of Martin's proceedings upon 
this greai revolution. 

But bis brother Jack, whose adventures ivill be so ex> 
txaorduiafy, as to furnish a gi-eat part id the i-emaioder 
of this discourse, entered upon the matter with other 
thoughts, and a quite ditTerent spirit. For the memory 
of Lord Peter's injuries produced a degree of hatred and 
spite, which had a much greater shm*e of inciting him, 
than any regards after his fathj^r's commands; since these 
appeared, at best, only secondary and subservient to tbfe 
otiber. However, for this medley of humour he made a 
shift to find a very plausible name, honouring it with the 
title of seal; which is perhaps the most sigaificaut 
word that has been eyer yet produced in any language ; 
as, I think, I have fiilly proved in my excellent analyti- 
cal discourBe-upon that subject; wherein I have dedueed 
a histori-theo-physi-logical account of zeal, showing how 
it first proceeded from a notion into a word, and thence, 
ia a hot summer, ripened into a tangible substance. This 
- work, eentainiG^ three large volumes in folio, I design 
very shortly to pubfish by the modern way of subscrip- 
tion, not doubting but the nobility and gentry of the land- 
will give me all possible encouragement; having had al- 
ready such a taste of what I am able to perform. 

I record therefore, that brother Jack, brimfiil of this 
miraculous compound, reflecting with indignation upon 
Peter's tyranny,^ and fartlier provoked bytlie desponden* 
cy of Martin, prefaced his resolutions to tins purpose. 

i" What," said he, " a rogue that locked up his drink* 
turned away our tvives^ cheated us of om fortunes ; palm- 
{ ed his damned crusts upon us for mutton ; and, at last, 
I kkkedus oui tf doers; must we be in his fad^ions^ with 



* Denieth the cup to the laity ; eojoiaed ceUbacy to the clergy ; 
transubstantiatiott. MS* FaU. 
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d pox! a rascal, besides, that aU ibe street cries out 
s^alnst." Having thus kindled and inflamed himself, as 
high as possible,, and by consequence in a delicate temper 
for banning a reformation, he set about the Mrork imme- 
diately ; and in thi-ee minutes made more despatch, than 
Martin had done io as many horn's. For, courteous 
reader, you are given to understand, that zeal is never so 
highly obliged, as when you set it a teiaring? and Jac]c« 
irho dpated oil that quality in himself, allo^^ed it at tlus 
time its full swing. Thus it happened, that stripping 
down a parcel of gold lace^ little too hastily, he rent the 
nmn hQdy^ cf Ms coat from top to bottom ;'^ and whereas 
hijB talent was not of the happiest in taking up a stitcb, 
ke knew no better way, than to dam it again with paek- 
yJir^d and a skenfer. Biit the matter was yet infinitely 



worse (I record it with tears) when he proceeded to the 
enArddeiy: for, beii^ clumsy by nature, and of temper 
impatient; withal, beholding millions of stitches that re- 
quired the nicest hand, and sedatest constitution, to ex*' 
tricate; in a great rage he tore ofif the whole piece, cloth 
and all, and flung it into the kennel, and furiously thus 
continued Ms career ; '' Ah, good brother Martin," said 
he, ^ do as I do, for the love of God; strip, tear,, pull, 
rend, day olf all, that we may appear as unlike that rogue 
Peter as it, is possible; I would not, for a hundred 
ponndi% carry the least mark about me, that might give 
^occaioon to the neighbours of suspecting that I was re- 
nted to such ajrascal." But Martin, who at tins time 
happened to be extremely phlegmatic and sedat^ begged 
Us Inrother, of all love, ^ not to damage hi^ coat by any s 
means; for he never would get such another :" desired 
idm ^ to cousider, that it was not their business to fi^m 

* Removing Episcopacy, and settifigup Presbyteiy mi^tsrOom. 
US. PaH, 
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their actions by any reflection ijqpoii Peter, but bj ob- 
serving the rules prescribed in their father's wilL That 
he should remember, Peter vas still their brotli^, ivhat- 
ever fiaults or injuries he had committed; and dierefore 
they should, by all means, avoid such a thought, a^ that 
of taking measures for good and evil from no other rule, 
than of opposition to him. That it was true, the teslh- 
ment of their good father, was very exact in what related 
to the wearing of their coats ; yet it was no les& penal add 
strict, in prescribing agreement, and friendship, and affecr - 
tion between them. And therefore, if straining a point 
were at all dispensable, it would certamiy be so, rather to 
the advance of unityt than increase of contradiction.^' 

MARTIN had still proceeded as gravely as he be- 
gan, and doubtless would baVe delivered an admirable 
lecture of morality, which might have exceedingly con- 
tributed to my reader's repose both of body and mind, 
the true ultimate end of ethics; but Jack was already 
gone a flight-sfi^^t beyond his patience. And as in scho- 
lastic disputes, nothing serves to rouse the spleen of him 
that opposes so much, as jbl kind of pedantic a^cted 
calmness in the respondent; dl^utants being fer the 
most part like unequal scales, where the gravity of one 
side advances the lightness of the other, and caiusesitto 
fly up, and kick the beam: so it happened here, that 
the wei^t of Martin's argument exalted Jack's levity, 
and made him fly out and spurn against his brother^s 
moderation. . In short, Martin's patience put Jack in a 
rage; bufr that which most afflicted him, was, torobserve 
his brother's coat so well reduced into the state of inno* 
cence ; while his own wa& either wholly rent to his shirt ; 
or those places, which had escaped his cruel, clutches^ 
were still in Peter's livery. So that he looked like a 
drunken 'beau, half rifled by bullies; or like a fresh te- 
nant of Newgate, wheB he has refused the paymeat of 
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gurmsfa ; Or Hke a dkeovered shoplifter, left to the liiercy 
of Exchange women ;^ or like a baurd in her old velvet 
petticoat, resigned into the secular hands bf the mobile, 
like any, or like all of these^ a medley of rags and 
lace, and rents, and fringes^ unfortunate Jack did now 
appear : he would have been extremely glad to see his 
ooat in the condition of Martin's, but infinitely gladder 
to find that of Martin in the same predicament with his. 
Bqwever, since neither of these was likely to come to 
pass, he thought fit to lend tbe^whole business another 
turn, and, to dress up necessity into a virtue. There« 
fore, after as many of the fox's arguments f as he could 
muster up^ for bringing Mardn to reason, as he called it ; 
or, as he meant it, into his own ragged, bobtailed ( concli^ 
tion; and observii^ he isaid all to little purpose; what, 
alas ! was left for the forlorn Jack to do, but after a mil- 
lion of scurrilities against his brother, to run mad with 
spleen, and spite, and contradiction. To be short, here 
began a mortal breach between these two. Jack went 
immediately to new lodgings, and in a few days it was 
for certain reported, diat he jiad run out of his wits. In 
a short time after he appeared abroad, and confirmed 
the report by falling into the oddest whimsies that ever a 
sick brain conceived. ^ 

* The galleries over the piazzas id the Royal Exdpnge were for- 
nerly filled with shops, kept chiefly by women; the same use wat 
made of a building called the New Exchange in the Strand ; this 
ediSee has been pulled down , the shopkeepers have removed from 
the Royal Exchange hito Comhill, and the adjacent streets ; and 
there are now no remains of Exchange women, but in Exeter change,' 
and they are no longer deemed the first ministers of fashion. H« 

f The fox in the fable, who, having been caught in a trap and lost 
his tiil, used many arguments to persuade the rest to cut off theirs • 
that the singularity of his deformity might Bot expose hun to deii- 
«ion. H. 

% ^ori cloaks. MS, PaU, 
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And Qow the little boys in ^e streets began to salute 
lum with several names.. Sometimes they wouM call 
him Jaek ike bald/* sometimes Jack with a lantern ;\ 
••raetimes, Dutch Jack;^ sometimes, French Hngh;^ 
sometknes, Tom the Beggar M ^^^ sometimes, Knocking 
Jack rfifu NorUu^ And it was under one, or some, or 
aU of these appellations, which I leave the learned 
reader to determine, that he has given rise to the most 
iUustrions and epidemic sect of iEoKsts; who, with lio- 
nourable commemoration, do still acknowledge the r& 
Downed JACK, for their author and founder. Of whose 
eriginal, as well as principles, I am now advancing to 
gratify the world with a very particular account. 

■ ^MelUeQ c&ntmgens cmtcta tepinuf^ 



SECT. VIL 

A BIGBESSION IN FRAISS OF DIGRESSIONS! 

1 HAVE sometimes heard of an Iliad in a nutsheU ; but 
it has been my fortune to have much oftener seen a nut- 
shell in an Iliad. There is no'doubt that human life 
has received most wonderful advantages from both; but 
to which of Sie two the world is chiefly indebted, I shall 
leave among th^ curious, as a problem worthy of their ut- 
most inquiry. For the invention of the latter, I think the 
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BBtkiem itnproTemezit of ctigiresdoos: the late refiae- 
ments in knowledge, nmning paraHel to those of diet ia 
our natioQ, which, among men of a judicious taste, a#ie 
dressed up in various compounds, consii^ting in ^ soups ' 
and olios, fricassees, and ragouts. 

It is true, there i& a sort of morose, detractii^, iQ-bred 
people, who pretend titterly to disrelish these polke inno- 
vations; and as to the similitude fr(Mn diet, thej allow 
the parallel, but are so bold t to pronounce the example 
itself a eon*upti(m and degeneracy of taste. They tell 
us, that the fashion of jumbling fifty thin^ together in a 
dish, was at first introduced, in compliance | to a de^ 
praved and debauched appetite, as well as to a crazy con- 
stitution: and to see a man hunting through an ^lio, af- 
ter the head ^d brains of a ^oose, a widgeon, or a wood-^ 
cock, is a sign he wants a«tomach and di|estion for more 
substantial victuals. Farther, they afiSrm, that digres- 
sions in a book, are like foreign troops in a state, which 
argue the nation to want a heart and hands of its own^ 
and often either subdue the natives, or drive t^em into 
the most unfruitful comers. 

But, after all tliat can be objected by these supeixilious 
censors, it is manifest, the society of writers would quick- 
ly be reduced to a very inconsiderable number^ if men 
were put upon making books, with the fatal confinement 
of delivering nothing beyond what is to the purpose. It 
is acknowledged, that were the case the same simong us, 
•as with the Greeks and Romans, when learning was iq 
its cradle, to be reared, and fed, and clothed by inven- 

* • Consisting in,» it not an JESa^lHsh phrase j it should be^ • con- 
sisting of,' &c. S. 

i This is an inaccurate mode of speech frequently usei by our au- 
thor, in omitting the * as;' it should be, • so bold as to pronounce,* 
&c. S. 

t *• In.compUftnce to'— better— * In eompliance with,' &c* S. 
« 3 
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fioD ; it would be an easy task t6 fill up yolumes upM 
particular occasions, without farther expatiating frcmi the 
subjects, than by moderate excursions, helping to ai^ance 
or clear the main design. But with knowlec^ it has 
fared, as with a numerous arnQ", encamped in a fruit&il 
Gountij, which, for a few days, maintains itself ^by the 
product of the soil it is on; till provisions being spent, 
they are sent to forage many a mile, among friends or 
enemies, it matters not Meanwhile the neighbounog 
fields, trampled and beated down, become barren and 
dry, affording no sustenance but clouds of dust 

The whole course of things being thus entirely change* 
ed between us and the ancients, and the moderns wisel j 
sendble of it ; we of tliis age have discovered a shorty 
and more prudent method, to become scholars and wit% 
without the fatigue of reading or of thinking. The most 
accomplished way of using books at present, is twdbld i 
either first, to serve them as some men dp lords, leam 
their titles ^actly, and then brag of their acquaintfmce. 
Or secondly, which is indeed the choicer, the profoimder, 
and politer method, to get a thorough insight into the in* 
dex, by which the whole book is governed and turned, 
like fishes by the tail. For, to enter the palace of learn- 
ing at the great gate, requires an expense of time an<i 
forms; therefore men of much haste, and little ceremo* 
sy, are content to get in by the back-door. For, the arts 

'^^are all in a flying march, and therefore more easily suIk 
dued by attacking them in the rear. Thus physidans 
discover the state^of the whole body, by consi^lting onlj 
what comes from behind. Thus men catch knowledge 
by throwiDg their wit into the posteriors of a book, as boys 
do sparrows with flinging salt upon tliek tails. Thus hu» 
man life is best understood, by the wise man's rule, of re* 
gtlrding the end. Thus are the sciences found, like Her- 

' qiWs bxeo, by tracmg them backwards. Thus are dd 
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fideiices unravelled, like old stockingB, by begmning at 
we foot. 

Beside all this, the army of the sciences has been of 
late, with a world of martial disfcipliDe, drawn into its 
close order, so that a view or a muster may be taken of 
it, with'^bundance of expedition. For this great bless- 
ing we are wholly indebted to systems and abstracts, in 
which the modem fathers of learning, like prudent 
usurers, spent their sweat for the ease of us their chil- 
dren. For, labfur is the seed of idleness, and it is the 
peculiar happiness of our noble i9ige, to gather the fiiHt. 

Now the method of growing wise, learned, and sub- 
Hme, having become so regular an affair, and so estab^ 
lished in all its forms ; the number of writings must needd 
have increased accorcfingly, and to a pitch tbat has made 
it bf absolute necessity for them to interfere continually 
with each other. Besides, it is reckoned, that there is 
not at this present a sufficient quantity of new matter 
left in nature, to furnish and adorn any one {^articular 
subject, to the extent of a volume. This I am told by 
a very skilful computer, who has given a full demonstrate 
tion of it from rules of arithmetic 

This perhaps may be objected against by those who 
msdntain the infinity of matter, and therefore will not al- 
low that any species of it can be exhausted. For an- 
swer to which, let us examine the noblest branch of mo* 
dem wit or invention, planted and cultivated by the pre- 
sent age, and which, of all others, has borne the most and 
the fairest fruit. For, though some remains of it were 
left .US by the ancients, yet have not any of those, as I 
remember, been translated or compiled into systems for 
modem use. Therefore we may affirm to our own ho- 
nour, that it has, in some sort, been both invented .and, 
brought to perfection by (he same hands. What I qiean . 
isy that highly celebrated talent among the modern wite» 
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of dedttdfig'sindliUideS) aU wons, and appliciittonSy vefy 
' surprising, a^eeable, and apposite from the pudenda of 
either sex, together with thehr proper uses. And trul)^, 
having observed how little invention beaurs anv vogue, 
beside what is derived into these cbannek> I haVe some- 
times had a thought, that the happy genius of our ^e 
and coundrj was prophetically held forth by that aBcieot 
tyjHcal description of the Indian pigmies;'^ whose sta-> 
lure did not exceed above two foot ; sedquonan pudenda 
tras^ et ad tolas usque pertmgentia,^ NoWy I have 
been very curious to inspect the late productions, wiiere- 
in the beauty of this kind have most prominently appear- 
ed; and ahhough this vein has bled so freely, and all 
endeavours have been used in the power of human breath 
to dilate, extend, and keep it open; like the S^tibiana,t 
who had a custom, and an instrument, to blow up the pri* 
vities of their niares, that, they might yield the more 
milk : yet I am under an apprehension, it is near ^wiog 
dry, and ^ast all recovery ; and that either some new 
fonde of wit should, if possible, be provided, or else, 
that we must even be content with repetition here, >s 
well as upon all other occasions. 

Thk will stand as an in<:ontestab}e argument, that our 
modern wits are not to rec};:on upon the infinity c^ mat-- 
tar, for a constant supi^y. What remains there&re, but 
that our last "recourse inust be had to laige indexes, smd 
little compendiume ? Qnotations must be plentifully ga- 
thered, and booked in alphabet; to this end, though au- 
thors need be little consulted, yet critics, and commenta- 
tors, tfnd lexicons carefully must But above all, those 
judicious collectors of bright parts, and flowers, ai^ ob- 
servandas, are to be nicely dwelt on, 6y some called the 

♦ Ctesia? fragm. apad Photwnr. 
f Herodot L. iv, ■ ' 
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fi&ves and boulters of teflming ; though it h kft itndetei^ 
minetd, whether thej deaUt ia peark or meal ; and coosep^ 
qiiently, vhetber we are oiore to value that whkh paased 
through, or what staid behiad. 

By these methods, in a few we^ts, there starts up ma* 
ny a writer, taf^Me of mauagiDg the profoundest and 
most universal subjects. For, what thoi^h his head be 
empty, provided his common-place book be ftiH ; and if 
you win bate him but the circumstances of method, and 
style, and grammar, and invention; allow him but the 
common privileges of transcribing from others, and di- 
gressing from himself, as often as he shall see occasion; 
he will desire no more ingredients towards fitting up a 
treatise, that shall malre a very comely figure on a book- 
seller*s shelf; ihete to be preserved neat and clean for a. 
long eternity, adorned with the heraldry of it»title feiriy 
inscribed on a label ; never to be thumbed or greased by 
students, nor bound to everlasting chaiite of darkness in 
a library : but, when the fulness of time is come, shall 
happily undergo the trial of purgatory, in order to ascend 
the sky. " 

Without these allowances^ how is it possible we mo- 
dern wits should ever have an opportunity to introduce^ 
our collections, Hsted under so many thousand heads of a 
different nature ; for want of which, the learned world 
would be deprived of infinite delight, as well as instruc- 
tion, and we ourselres buried beyond redress, in an in- 
glorious and undistinguished oblivion ? 

From such elements as these, I atfi alive to behold the 
day, wherein the corporation of authors can outvie all 
its brethren in the guild. A happiniess derived to us, 
with a great many others, from our Scythian ancestors ; 
among whom the number of pens was so infinite, that die 
Grecian * eloquence had no other way of expressing iU 
^ * Herodot. L, iv*- 
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than by sayiog, that in the regions far to the North, it was 
hardly possible fcH- a man to travel, the very air was so re-f 
plete with feathers. 

The necessity of this djigresdoa will easily excuse. 
mtiG length ; and t have chosen for it as proper a place as 
I could readily find. If the judicious readm* cm asdgn 
a fiUar, I do here iinpower him tp remove it into any 
other comer he pleases. And so I return with great al^c^ . 
Yity to pursue a more important concern^ 



SECT. VIIL 

A TALE OF A TUB. 

The learned .SoHsts * maintain the original cause of 
all things to be wind, &om which principle this whole 
umverse was at first produced, and into which it mttsl at 
last be i^Bsolved; that the same breath, which had kin- 
dled, and blew up the flatne of nature, should one day 
blow it out: 

Q;tiod proculiirMbisflectatfiniunagubemms. - 

This is what the adepti understand by their anima 
" nf^ndi ; that is to say, the spirit, or breath, or wind qf the 
world ; for, exmnine the whole system by the particulars 
of nature, and you will find it not to be disputed. For 
whether you please to call the forma irformans of man, 
by the name of spiriius, animus^ qffiaius, or anima i 
what are all these but several appellations for wind, 
which is the ruling element in every compound, and into 
which they all resolve upon then: corruption ? Farther, 

^ All pretenders to iwpiration whatsoever, H. 
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vbftt is life itself, but, as it is commonlj called, the 
breath of our ijostrils ? i^hcnce it is very justly observed 
by naturalists, that wind still continues of great emotu-. 
naent in cert^dQ mysteries not to be named, giving occa- 
sion for those hap()y epithets of twrgidus^ ^ndinflatus, 
appHed either, to the eimttent^ or recipjmt organs. 

- By what I hdve gathered out of ancient records, I 
find the compass of their doctrine took in two-and-tbirty 
points, wherein it woUM be tedious to be very particu* 
lar. However, a few of their naost impcnrtant precepts, 
d^ucible from it, are by no means to be omitted ; among 
which the following maxim was of much weight; thait 
since wind had the master-sha^e, as well as operation in 
every compound, by eonsequei>ce, those beings must be 
of chief excellence, wherein that prinmrdium apjpears 
most prominently to abound; and therefore maa is in 
the highest perfection of all cre^ed things, as^ having, 
by tlia great boutity of philosophers, been endued with 
thre^ distinct atmnas or Finds, to which the sage Mo- 
Hsts^ with much liberality, have added a fourth of e^ual 
necessity, as wiell as oroement, with the other three; by 
this quarti0^ principium, isikm^ in the four comers of 
the world ;'^ which gave occasion to that renowned ca- 
balistr BiimbastttSy* of placing the body of a man in due 
position to the four cardinal points. 

In consequence of this, their next principle wa% that 
man brings w$h him into the world a peculiar portion 
or grain of wind, which may be called a quhaa essentia^ 
extracted from th^ other four. This qukitessence is of a 
catholic use upon all emergencies of life, is improvable 
into all arts arid sciences, an^ may be wonderfully re- 
fined, as well as enlarged, by certam methods in educa^ 

* This 18 one of the names of Paracelsvis ; he vas caQed Chriilo- 
phorus Theophraftus Paracctliuf BuBib^Btas. H. 
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•tioD. Ttm, when Uownup to its perfectioDj ought nc^ 
to be covetously hoarded up, stifled, cir hid under a 
tm^el, but freelj communicated to maidaQd. Upon 
these reasons, aud others of equal iireight,.the wise Mo* 
lists affirm, the ^fk of BELCHING to be the lu^test 
act of a irational creature. To cultivate idtich art,aad 
render it more serviceable to mankind, they made use of 
several methods. At certain seasons of the year, you 
might behoM the priests among them, in vast numbers^ 
with their, mou&s gaping ndde against a storm.^ At 
other times were to be seen several hundreds linked to- 
gether io a circular chain, widi every man a pair of bel- 
lows applied to his neighbour's breech, by which they 
blew up each oth^ to the shape ^d size of a tun ; aad 
for that reason, with great propriety c^ speech, MUd 
u^ally call their bodies, their vessels* ^hen by these^ 
and the like performances, they were. growasufiicientjhy 
replete, they would kmuediately, depart, and disem- 
bogue, for the public gpod, a (dentiful shai^ of their ac^ 
quii^meots^ into their diselples\ ch|ip& For we must here 
observe, that all learning wdus esteemed among them, to 
be compounded from the same principle^ Because, first, 
it is generally ^ffirm^ or confessed, that learnmg pufl^ 
eth men up : and secondly, they proved it by the fol- 
lowing syllogism : '^ Words'^are but wiad ; and learning 
is nothing but words; erga^ learmng is nothing but 
wind'* For ^is reason, the philosophers among them 
did, in their schools, deliver to their pupils all their 
doctrines and opinioDs by eructation, wherein they had 
acquired a wonderful eloquence, and of incredible va- 
riety. But the great characteristic, by which their chief 
sages were best distingulsbed, was a certain position of 

* This 18 meant of those seditious preachers, who Mow up tlK^ 
«eed8 of rebeUloD, &c, K. 
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coaatenance, which gave andoubted inteHigeoce, to 
Tiehs^ degree or proportion, the spirit agitated the inward 
mass. For, after certain gripings, the wind and vapours 
issuing forth, having first by then* turbulence and con- 
vulsions within caused an earthquake in man's little 
world, distorted the hiouth, bloated the cheeks, and gave* 
tb^eyes a terrible kind of relievo; at sueh junctures 
all their belches were received for sacred, the sourer the 
better^ and swallowisd with infinite consolation by theu* 
meagre devotees, Aod, to render these yet ra^re com- 
plete, because the breath of man's Hfe is in his nostrils, 
therefore the choicest, most edifying, and most enliven- 
ing belches, were veiy wisely conveyed through that ve- 
hicle, to give them a tincture as they passed. 

Their gods were the foiff winds, whom they worsh^ 
ped, as the spirits tibat perVade and enliven the universe^ 
and as those from whom alone all itisplration can^ pro- 
perly be said to pi-oceed. However, the chief of these, 
to whom thpy peiforraed the adoration of LatHd^^ was 
the ahnfghty Korth; an ancient deity, whoui the inha- 
bitaots of Megalopolis, in Greece^ bad likewise In the 
invest reverence :i»9niuttm deorutn Birream maxime €0- 
Idyrant.f T^k god, ^ough endued with ubiquity, 
was yet supposed; 1^ the profound^^ iEolists, to possess 
one peculiar habitation, or (to speak lu form) a cmhm 
em/^o^m, wherein he was more intimately present. 
This was situated in a certain region, well known to the 
ancient Greeks, by th^n called, X«»t/*,§ or the land of 
darkness. • And although many controversies have an* 
sen upon that mattter, yet so nmch is undisputed ; that 

* It should be, * given.' S. 

f Latria is that worship which is paid only to the Sopreme Dei- 
ty. H. 
t Pdttsanias, 1. riii. 
5 Darkness, or Scotland MS. Pete.- 
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from a region of the like denomination, the most refined 
iBolists have borrowed their original ; whence, in every 
age, the zealous among their' priesthood have brought 
over their choicest inspiration, fetching it with their 
own hands from the fountain-head in certain bladders, 
^nd disploding it among the sectaries in all nations, 
who did, and do, and ever will, dailj gaq;) and pant 
after it. 

Now, their mysteries and rites were performed in this 
manner. It is well known among the learned, that the 
rirtuosoes of former ages had a contrivance for carrying 
»m! preserving winds in casks or banrels, which waa of 
^reatasgistaoce upon long sea voyages: and the loss of 
80 useful an art at present, is very much to be lament- 
ed; although, I know not how, with great negligence 
omitted by Pancirolus.* It was an invention ascribed to 
Meliis himself, from whom this sect is denominated ; and 
who, in honour of their founder's memory, have to this 
day preserved great numbers of those barrels, whereof 
they fij[ one in ea(ch of their temples, first beating out 
the top ; into this barrel, upon solemn days, the priest en- 
ters; where, having before duly prepared himself by the 
methods already described, a secret funnel is also convey- 
ed from his posteriors to the bottom of the barrel, which 
admits new supplies of inspiration, fix>m a northern chink 
or cranny. Whereupon, you behold him swell immediate- 
ly to the shape and size of his vessel. In this posture 
he disembogues whole tempests upon his auditory, as the 
spirit from beneath gives him utterance ; which, issuing 
ex adytis ef penetraHbus^ is not performed without much 
pain and gripings. And* the wind, in breaking forth, 

• An author ^bo writ| Ik Artibus perdUis, &c. «f arte lost, and of 
arts iavei^ted. H. 
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deab with hk face* as it ^oes with that of the sea, first 
blackening, then wrinkling, and at last burstmg it into 
a foam. It is in this giiise^ the sacred ^£olist delivefs 
his oracalar belches to ,his panting disciples^ of whom, 
some are gieedily gaping after the sanctified breath ; 
others are all the while hymnipg out the praises of the 
winds; and, gently wafted to and firo by their own hum- 
ming, do thus represent the soft breezes of their deities 
appeased. 

It is from this custom of the priests, that some authors 
maintean these ^olists to have been very ancient in the 
world* Because the delivery df their mysteries, whidi 
I have just now mentioned, a[^pears exactly the same 
with that of other ancient oracles, whose inspirations 
were owing to certain subterraneous effluviunis of wind, 
delivered with the same pain t6 the priest, and much, 
about the same influence on the people. . It iis true inr 
deed, that these were frequently managed and directed 
by fetnale officers, whose orjgans were under&tood to be 
better disposed for the admission of those oracular gustsi 
as entering and j^assing upthrc^ugh a receptacle of great- 
er capacUy, and causing al^o a pmriwicy by the way, 
such as, with due management^ hath been refined from 
carnal into a spiritual ecstacy. And, to strengthen this 
profound conjecture, it is farther insisted, that this cus- 
tom of female priestsf is kept up still in certain refined 
colleges of oui* modem ^olists, who are agreed to re- 
ceive their inspiration derived through the receptacle 
aforesaid, like their ancestors, the sybils. 

And whereas the mind of a man, when he gives the 
$pur and bridle to his thoughts, does never stop, but na-^ 

* This is an exact <leferiptioa of the changes made in the face hy 
ejithusiistie preachers. H. 
^ f Quakers, who miSer Uieir women to preach and pray-. H. 
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tioafif sallies out into botk extremcsB, of lA^ pmA tow, 
•f good and evil; his first flight of fancy, commoofy 
transports him to ideas of what is most perfect finnbed, 
and exalted ; till having soared out of his own rea<^ md 
sight, not well perceiving bow near* the fnmtieis of 
height and depdi border upon each othar ; wiA the same 
eoui^ and wing, he falls down {diiimp into tlie lowest 
bottom of things; like one who travels the East into the 
West; or like a straight line di-awn by its own length 
into a circle. Whether a tincture of malice in our na- 
tures, makes usibnd of furnishing every bright idea, with 
its reverse; or, whether reason, reflecting upon the sum 
of things, can, l&e the sun, serve only to enlighten .<»ie 
half of the globe, leaving the other half by necessity 
under shade and darkness; or, whether fancy, flying up 
to the imagination of what is inkiest and best, becomes 
overshot, and spent, and weary ; and suddenly falls, like 
a dead burd of paradbe, to the ground ; or whether, af- 
ter all these metaphysical conjectures, I have not entire- 
ly missed the true reason ; the proposition however, 
which has stood me in so much circumstance, is altoge- 
ther txHe; that as the most uncivilized parts of mankind 
have some way or other climbed up into the conception of 
a god, or supreme power; so they h^ye seldom forgot to 
provide then* fears with certain ghastly notions, which, 
insteiad of bett^, have served them pretty tolerably for 
a deviL And this proceeding se^ms to be natiural 
enou^; for it is with men, whose imaginatioiois are lifted 
up very high, after Uie same rate, as with those, vbo^ 
bodies are so; that as they are delighted with the ad- 
vantage g! a nearer conteraplatiou upwaids, so the^ are 
equally terrified with the dismal prospect of the precipice 
below. Thus, in the choice of a devil, it has been tiie 

*' Near/ for *nearl7.» 6. 
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ftiaal method of mankiad, io single oat some being, 
either in act, or in vision, which was in most antipathy 
to the god they bad framed. - Hh^ also the sect oi 
MoVs^ poffiessed themdelTes with a Vhead, apd horror^ 
and hatred of two malignant natures, betwis^ whmn, and 
the deities ^ey adored, perpetu&d enmity was establidi- 
ed. The first of these was the xhameleon,^ sworn foe 
to inspiration, ^Hho in scorn devoured large influences of 
their god, without Tehindingibe $inallest Blast by erue- 
tation. The other wast a. huge tenible monster, called . 
MauHaavmi^ who^ tritli four strong arms, waged eternal 
battle with all their divihities, dexteroualy tuiBing to 
aycnd their blows, and repay them with interest. 

Thus ftimished, and set out with gods, 9s well as de- 
vils, was the renowned sect of ^dists, which makes at 
this day so illustrious a figure in the world, and whereof^ 
that petite nation of Laplanders are, be^f^ond all doubt, 
% most authentic branch; of whom I therefere' cannot, 
without ii\|ustice, here omit to make honourable men- 
tion; since they appear to be so closely allied in point of 
interest, as well as indiuations, with theirlnrother uEolists 
»nong us, as not coly to buy their winds by whplesale 
from the i^ame merchants, but also to retail them after 
the ssQoae rate and method, and to cnsttHuers much 
alike. 

No% whether the. qrstem here delivered was wholly 
compiled by Jack ; or, as some writers believe, rather 
copied from Ae ori^al at Delphos, with certain addi- 
tions und emendations, suited' to the tinges and circum- 
stances; I shall not absolutely detemuue. This I may 
afiirm, that JadL gave it at least a new turn, and formed. 

* I do Qot w€ll under«t«id what th^suithor aims at here, any more 
than by the terrible monster, mentioned in the following lines, called 
M<nUin avetUjt which is the Frwch name for a windmill. W. Wot* 

TON. . 
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k into the same drece and modd, as it lies deduced bf 
Die. ^ 

I have long sought after this opportttBiij.of ddhog 
justice to a society of men, for whom I ha^^ a peculiar 
honour; and whose opinions, as irell Bis practice^ have 
been extremely niisrepresented, and*tfadiieed, by the 
malice or ignorance of their adversaries. For, I think 
it one of the* greatest, and bestof Iniman actions, tore- 
move prejudices, and place things in their trilest and 
fairest light ; which I therefore boldly undertake, withoiit 
any regards of my own, beside the conscience, the ho- 
nour, and the thanks. 



SECT. IX. 

A filORESSION CbKeCRKiNO fH£ dUGmXt^ TRE tJS^ 
AND IMPROVEMBNT, OF MADNESS IK A COHMOK* 
WRALTH. 

Nor rfidl it anyways detractfrom the just reputation 
of this famous sect, th^t its rise and institution are owing 
to such an author, as I have described Jack to be ; a per- 
son whose intellectuals were overturned, and his In-aia 
shaken out of its natural position ; which we commonly 
suppose to be a distemper, and%all by the name of mad- 
ness or frenzy.* FQr,*if we tak6 a survey of the great- 
est actions that have b^n peHWmed in the "wodd; un- 
der the influence of single men; which are, the estab- 
lidmient of new empires by conquest; the advance and 

* Credite mlbi, aiml&ymiaais 8i in cerebrum est, in toto corpore 
floctum £icit Trimalcbio apiid Potrenium. — itvet^VfJLitbTii vapor 
est et exhalatio, quae hie de ventrig flatibus iatelligenda. MS, Patr . 
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progress of new schemes in phiiosophj ; and diecontrir- 
ing, as well as the propagatiug of new religions ; we shall 
fknd the authms of them all^ to have been persons whose 
satural reason had admitted great rcvohttions fifom their 
dfet, their education, the prevalency of some certain 
temper, together With the particulai- influence of air and 
elimate. ' Besides, there is something individual in hu- 
man Bodnds, that easity kindles, at the accidental appoach 
and^sellision of i^rtain circumstances, which, though of 
paltry and mean appearance, do often flame out into the 
greatest emergencies of life. For, great turns are not 
always given by strong hands, but by lu<^y adaption^ 
and at proper seasons ; and it i^of no import where the 
fire was kindled, if the vapour has once got up into the 
brain. For, the upper region of man is fmuished like 
th4> middle region of the air;, the materials are formed 
from causes of the widest difTerenec, yet produce at last 
the same substance and effect. Mists arise from the earith, 
steams from dunghills, exhalations from the sea, and 
smoke from fire; yet all clouds are the same in composi* 
tiou, as well as consequences ; and the fumes issuing from 
a Jakes, wilt furnish as comely and useful a vapour, as 
incense from an aitar. Thus far, I suppose, will eanly 
be granted me; and then it will follow, that aatlie face of 
nature never produces rain, but when it is overcast and 
disturbed ; so human understanding, seated in the brain^ 
must be troubled and overspread by vapours, ascending 
from the lower faculties to water the invention^ and ren- 
der it fruitfitl. Now, although these vapours, (as it has 
been already s^d) are of as vaiious origifial as tlMue 
of the skies; yet the crops they produce, cMfler both in 
kind and degree, merely according to the soil. I will 
produce two instances, to prove and explain what I am 
now advancing. 
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A certaio great prince* raided a atf^ty atmy^ filled 
his coffers with infinite, treasures, proTided an invincible 
fleet, and all this, withmU giving the h^ part of his de- 
sign to his greatest ministcars, or his nearest favourkes. 
Immediately the whole WiorM was alarmed ; the neigh- 
boaring crowns in trembling expectations, towards what 
point the storm would burst ; the small politicians e^ery 
where forming profound conjectures. Some bdieved he 
had laid a scheme for universal monarchy; others, after 
much insight, determmed the matter to be a (H-oject for 
pulling down the pope, and setting up the reformed re- 
ligion, which had once been his own. Some again of a 
deeper sagacity, sent him into Asia to subdue die Turk, 
and recover Palestine. In the midst of all these projects 
and preparations, a certain state-surgeon,t gathering the 
nature i>f the disease by these symptoms, attempted the 
cure, at one blow performed the operation, In'Oke the bs^, 
and out flew the vapour ; nor did any thing want teren- 
der it a complete remedy, only, that the prince unl»rtu- 
nately happened to die in the performance. Now is the 
reader exceeding^: curious to learn, whence tlHs vapour 
took its rise, which had so long set the nations at a gaze ; 
what secret wheel, what hidden spring, could pmi into 
motion so wonderful an engine. It was afterwards dis- 
covered, that the movement of this whole machine had 
been directed by an absent female, whose eyes had raised 
a protuberancy, and before emission she wasjremoved into 
an enemy's country. What should an unhappy princ^ 
do in such ticklish circumstances as these? he tried in 
vain the poet's never-failing receipt of corpora qu^ieguei 
•for, 

* Thig was Jlariy the Great of France. H. 

f Rav9 iliac, who stabbed Henry tlie Great in hit eoa!ch. H. 

j^ It phoiild be^ * exceedingly.' S. 
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Idqti&petU 4Wpus mehS9 unde esi sauda amore : 
UndeferUur^ eo Undk^ gesHtqite cme. — ^Lucs, 

Haviiig to no purpose used aU peaeeable endeavoiurs, 
the collected part of the semen, raised and inflamed, be- 
came adust, tonverted to choler, turned head upon the 
spinal duct, and ascended to the brain: the very same 
priocipl^ that influences a.bollj to brea^the windows 
of n, wh(Hre who has jilt^ him, naturally sthns up a great 
prince to raise mighty armies; and dream of nothing but 
siegei^.battles, and victories 



'Tetemma bdU 



Ctmsa- 

The other instance''^ is what I have read somewhere in 
» very ancient author, of a mighty king, who, for the 
i^ace of above thirty years, amused himself to take and 
lose towns; beat armies, and be beaten ; drive princes 
out of their dominions; fright children from their bread 
and butter; buru> lay wa^e, plunder, dragoon, ma8saa*e 
subject and stranger, friend and foe, male and. female. 
It is recorded, that the philosophers of each .country 
-were in grave dispute upon causes natural, moral, and 
political, to find out where they should asidgn an original ~ 
solution of this phenomenon. At last, the vapour or 
i^irit, which animated the hero's brain, being in perpe- 
tual circulaLion, seized upon that region of the human 
body, so renowned for furnishing the zibeta oceidcntaUsj^ 

* This is meant of the French king, Lewis XlV. H. 

f Paracelsus, who was so famous for chemistry, tried an experi- 
ment upon human excrement, to make a perfume of it ; which, when 
he had blrought to perfection, he called siheta occide'niaHSyS>r western 
civet, the back parts of man (according to his diyision mentioned by 
the author) being the west. H. 
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flod gUtBeriog thereinto ft tumour, left the rest of the 
world for that time in peace. Of such migbtj conse- 
quence it i0» vfhere those exhalations fix ; and of so little, 
from whence they proceed. The same spirits wMcb, in 
their superior pro^'ess, would conquer a kingdom, de- 
scending upon the anus^ conclude in a fistula. 

Let us next examine the great introducers of tiew 
schemes in philosophy, and seaitrh, till we can find from 
what faculty of the soul the di^MMdtion arises in mortal 
Hum, of taking it idto his head to advance new systems^ 
widi such an eager s^al, in things agreed on ^ bands im- 
possible to bOr known : from what seeds this disposition 
springs, and to what quality of human nature, these grand 
innovators have been indebted for their number of disci- 
ples. Because it is plain, that several of the chief among 
them, both ancient and modem, wei-e usually mistaken by 
their adversaries, and indeed by a^ll, except th^ir own fol- 
lowers, to have been persons crazed, or out of their wits; 
having generally proceeded, in, the common, course of 
their words and actions, by a method very different from 
the vulgar dictates of unrefined reason; agreeing for the 
most part in their several niodels, with their present un- 
doubted successors in the academy of modem Bedlam ; 
whose merits and principles I shall farther examine in 
due place. Of this kind were Epicurus, Diogenes, 
Apolknius, Lucretius, Paracelsus, Des Cartes^ and 
others ; who, if they were now in the world, tied fast, and 
^arate from their followers, would, in this our undistin- 
gtudiing age, incur manifest danger of phlebotomy, and 
whips, and chains, and dark chambers, and straw. For, 
what man in the natural state or course of blinking, did 
ever conceive it in his power, to reduce the notions of all 
mankind exactly to the same length, and breadth, and 
height of his own ? yet, this is the first humble and civil 
design of ail inaovatoi^ in the empire of reason. Epicu- 
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ru8 modestly hoped, that one time or other, a certain fott' 
tuitous coDcoun^ of all men^s <^inioiiSy a^er perpetual 
jufitliags, the sharp with the smoodi, the lighV and the 
heavy, the round and the square, would, by certain elina- 
mina, uhite in the notions of atoms and void, as these did 
in the originals of all thidi^s: Cartesius reckoned to see, 
before he died, the sentiments of all philosophars, like so 
many lesser stars in his romantic system, wrapped and 
drawn within his own vortex. Now, I would glacBy be 
Informed, how it is possible to account for such imagina* 
tions as these in particular men, without recourse to my 
phenomenon of vapours, ascending from the lower facul- 
ties to overshadow the brain, and there distilling into con- 
€epti«ms, for which the narrowness of our mother-tongue 
baa not yet assigned any other name, beside that of mad- 
ness or frenzy. Let us therefore now conjecture how it 
conies to pass, tiiat none of these great prescribers 
do ever fail^ providing themselves and their notions 
with a number of implicit disciples. And, I think, 
the reason is easy to be assigned t for, there is a pe- 
culiar stiitig in the harmony of human understand- 
ing, which in several individu^ is exactly of the 
same tuning. This if you can dexterously screw up to 
its right key, and then strike gently upon it ; whenever 
you have the good fortune to light among those of the 
same pitch, they will, by a secret necessary sympathy, 
strike exactly at the same time. And in this one eir- 
Gumstancie lies all the skill or luck of the matter ; for if 
' you chance to jar the string among those, who are either 
above or below your Own height, idatead of subscribing 
to your doctrine, they will tie you fast, call you mad, 

* This Is ungnunmatical. It should be, ^ 4o ever fail to provide 
themselveSyV&c. or if the partieiple be used, it should be * do ever 
fail of providing,* &c. S. ' 
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and feed ydu irith bread and water. It is therefore a 
pdnt of the nicest conduct, to distinguish and adapt this 
noble talent, with respect to the differences of persons 
and of times. Gicero understood this rety well, when 
writing to a friend in England, with a caution,*^ among 
other matters, to beware of being cheated by our hack- 
ney-coachmen (who, it seems, in those days were as er- 
rant rascals as they are now) has these r^maikabie 
words: Est qaod gmdeas te m ista Idea vemsse^ubi aU- 
qtdd sapere viderere.'^ For to speak a bold truth, it is 
a fatal miscarriage so iU to order affairs, as to pass for a 
fool in one company, when in another you might be 
treated as a philosopher. Which I desire some certalkt 
gentlemen of my acquaintance to lay up in thdr hearts, 
as a very seasonable mifUieiu/o. 

This, indeed, was the fatal mistake of that worthy 
gentletnan, my most ingenious fiiend, Mr. Wotton: a 
person, in appearance, ordained for great deigns, as wdl 
as p^ormances ; whether you will consider his notiolifi 
or his looks, surely no man ever advanced into the pub- 
lic, with fitter qualifications of body and'mind, for the 
propagatiOQof a new religion. O, had those happy ta- 
lents, misapplied to vain philosophy, been turned into 
their proper channels of dreams and vidons, where dis- 

* Thei excelleDt Translator of Cieero^s FftmiUarLettpr^ obaervei 
that Swift baa applied a passage Iq them, mth. imre humour, per- 
haps, than it was at first conceived. And yet half the application it 
founded On a false fact. ^* In the Tale of ai Tub,^* be says,** Cicero^ 
writing to his friend Trebatius in England, with a caution, amon^ 
other matters, to beware of being cheated by our hackney-coachmen 
(who, it seems, in those days were as arrant rascals as they are now) 
has these very remarkable words, Est quod gaudeas te in ista Iota 
nenisse^ vM oHquid stgtere mderere.^* £p. Fam. vii. 10. Would any 
one think now, that the very next words in Cicero diow, that Treba- 
tius did NOT GO into England ? And yet it follows, With how muck- 
greater advantage wovid ymr nohU talwJts have appwrid^ bad teu 
cosx info BsiTAin! W. B. 
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tartio& of ndnd mid countenaiice are of such sotrereiga 
luef the base detracting world would not then haye 
dai^d to report, that somethiog is amiss, that his braia 
has undergone an unluck7 shake; which even his bi'o- 
ther modernists themselves, like ingrates, do whisper so 
loud, that it reaches up to tiie very garret I wbh writing 
inl 

Xaastly, whosoever pleases to look into the fountains 
of enthusiasm, from whence ia all ages have eternally 
proceeded such fattening streams^ will. fin4 the fq[»rtflg 
head to have been as troubled and muddy, as the cur- 
rent : of such great emolunaent is a tincture of this va- 
poiir, which the world calls madness,, that without its 
help, the-wcNfld would not only be deprived of those two 
great ble^ings; conquests and systeins, but even aU man- 
kind would unhappily be redi^iced to the same belief in 
things, ijsvisibie. Now, the former fo^tdatum being 
heldri't^t itis of BO import £f<nn wiiat (nriginak this va- 
pour {NTOceeds^ but either in what angles it strikes and 
spreads^ over the understanding, or upon what species of 
brajbit ascends; it will be a veiy deMcate point to cut 
the.feather, and divide the several reasons to a mce and 
curious reader, how tins numerical difference in the 
brain, can produce effectrof so vast a difibrence from- 
the same vapour,* as to be the sole point of individua- 
tion, between Alexander the Great, Ssick of Leyden^ 
and Monsieur Des Cartes, ^ The present argument is the 
most abstracted that ever I engaged in ; it strains my 
faculties to their highest stretch t and I desire the read^ 
er to attend with the utmost propensity; fori now pro- 
ceed to unravel this knotty point. 

* * How the same rierves are fashioned to wstaia 
* Th€ greatest pleasure, and the greatest paiD.' 

Garth. JUS. PaU, 
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There is in maBkiod a certaini % f^ # 

* * * ,*• ^ # * % 

HictHuUa * * * *^ ♦ ^ 

desideraniur. * * * ^* # * 

* * * * ^d dual take to be a clear 
solutioQ oftbe mattec 

Haviug therefore so narrowly passed through this in- 
tricate difficult, the reader wiU, I am sure, agree 
with roe in the coDclusion; that if the moderns mean by 
madness, only a disturbance or transposition, of the brain, 
by force of certain yapours issuing up from the lower 
factdties ; then has this madness been the parent of all 
those mighty revolutions, that haye happened in empire, 
philofifl^hy, and in religion. For$ ihe brain, in ita natu- 
ral potation and state of serenity, disposes its goirn^ to 
pass his life in the common fDorms, without any thoughts 
of subduing multitudes to Ins own power, his reason9, or 
his visions; apd the mor^ he diapes hisun^cii^EMMading 
by the pattern of human learning, the less he is inclined 
to form parties,, after his particular notions; because that 
.(^instructs him in his private infirmities^ as well as ju the 
. ; stubborn ignorance of the people. But when a man's 
I fancy gets astride on his reason ; when imagination is 
; at cuf& with the senses ;. and common understanding, as 
well as common sense, is kicked out of doors ; the first 
. proselyte he naakes, is himself; and when that is once 
' compassed, the difficulty is not so great in bringing Over 
others ; a strong delusion always opiating fi-om without, 
as vigorous^ as from within., For, cant ^ and vision are, 
to the ear and the eye, the same that tickling is to the 
touch* Those entertainments and pleasures lye most 

f Here is another detect in the manascript; hut I think- the au> 
thor did wisely, and that the matter, which thos strained hi^facuK 
ties, was not worth a solution} and it were well if all metaphysijcal 
cobweb problems wer< no otherwise answered. H. 
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yalue ia life, are such as dupe and plajr tbe wag with the 
^Dses. For, if we take an examiaation of what h gene*- 
rally ibderstood by happiDegs, as it has respect either 
to the under$taadlng or the senses, we dbaU find all its 
properties and adjuncts wUi herd under this short defi- 
nition ; that it is a perpetual possesdonof being well 4e« 
ceiled. , And first, with relation tx> the mind or under- 
staiading, it is manifest, what mighty advsoitages fiction 
jbas over truth ; and the reason is just at our elbow, be* 
cause imagination can build nobler scenes, and produce 
more wonderful revolutions, Aan fortune or nature will 
be at expense to fitrnish. Nor is miankind so much to 
tilaone, in ^is choice^ thus determining him, if we consi* 
4f^ that the debate merely lies between things padt, and 
things conceived : and so the question i& only this; 
whether things, that have place in the imagination, may 
B9t as properly be said to exist, as those that are seated 
in the memory ; whieh may be justly held in the afilrm- 
ative, and very much to the advantage of the fcHrmer, 
«kice this is acknowledged to be the womb of tMi^s, and 
the other allowed to be no more than the gi-ave. Again, 
if we take this definition of 4iappiness^ and examine it 
with reference to the senses, it will be acknowledged 
wonderfully adapt. How fading and insipid do all ob- 
jects accost us, that are not conveyed in the vehicle of 
dehision! how shrunk is every tiling, as it appeal's in 
tfie glasa of nature t so that if it were not fot the. assist- 
ance ctf artificial mediums, false lights, refracted angles, 
vaniish and tinsel, there would be a mighty level in the 
felicity and enjoyments of mortal men. If this were se- 
riously considered by the w(«ld, as I have a certain rea^. 

* Here, as was observed on a similar Of^casion^ * his' is very im- 
properly put Iq agreement with ^ mankiud :' and what follows is un- 
grammatical. It ought either to be, * in his choice's thus determine 
ibg him;' or, • in being thus dptermined m his jihpice.' 9. ... 
©2 
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BOO to suspect it hardly will, men would no longer reckofi 
among their high points ,oi wisdom, the art of exposing 
weak sides, and publishing infirmities; an employment, 
in my opiiiion, neither better nor worse than that of un- 
masking, which, I think, has never been aUowed fair 
usage, either in the wcnrld, or the play-house. 

In the proportion that credulity is a more peaceful 
pofsessioa of the mind, tlian curiosity ; so far prefera- 
ble is that wisdom, which converses about the sur&ce, to 
that pretended philosophy, which enters into the depth 
of things, and then comes gravely back with informa- 
tions and discoveries, that in the inside they are good for 
Bothing. The two senses, to which all objects first ad- 
dress themselves, are the sight and the touch ; these ne- 
ver examine farther than the colour, the shape^ the size, 
and whatever other qualities dwell, or are drawn by art 
upon the outward pf ^bodies ; and then comes reason of- 
ficiously with tools for cutting, and opening, and man- 
gling, and piercing, offering to. demonstrate, that tbey 
are not of the same consistence quite through. Now I 
take all this to be the last degree of perverting nature ; 
•ne of whose eternal laws it is, to put her best fiumiture 
forward. And therefore, in order to save the charges of 
all such expensive anatomy for the time to come, I do 
here thiok fit to inform the reader, that in such conclu- 
sions as these, reason 'is certainly in the right; and that 
in most corporeal beings, which have fallen under my 
cognizance, the outside has been infinitely preferable to 
the in : whereof I have been farther convinced firom 
some late experiments. Last week I saw a woman flay- 
ed, and you will hardly believe, how much it altered 
her person for the worse. Yesterday I ordered the car- 
cass of a beau to be stripped in my presence ; when we 
were all amazed to find so many unsuspected faults un- 
der one suit of clothes. Then I laid open his brain, his 
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heart, and his spleen : but I plainfy perceived aTeveiy* 
operation, that the farther we proceeded, ^e found the 
defects increase upon us' in number and ba&: from all- 
irfiich, I justly formed this conchision to myself; that 
whatever philosopher or projector can find out an art to 
solder and patch up the fiaws and imperfectidns of na- 
tore, will deserve much better of mankind, and teach us 
a more useful science, than tiiat so much in present 
esteem, of widening and exjposing them, like him, who 
held anatomy to be the ultimate end of physici And 
he, whose fortunes and dispositions have placed him in 
a convenient station to enjoy the fruits of this noble art ; 
he that can with Epicurus content his ideas with the 
films and images that fly off upon Us isenses from the su- 
perfices of things; such a man, truly wise, creams joS 
nature, leaving the sour and the dregs, for philosophy 
and reason to lap up. This is the sublime and refined 
point of felicity, called the possession of being well de- 
ceived; the serene peaceful state, of being a foolj among 
knaves. 

But to return to madness. It is certain, that accord- 
ing to the system I have above deduced, every species 
thereof proceeds from a redundancy of vapoiws ; there- 
foi'e, as SQme kinds of frenzy give double strength to 
the sinews, so there* are of other species, which add vi- 
gour, an<l life, and spirit to the braid: now, it usualty 
happens, that these active spirits, getting possession of 
the brain, resemble those that haunt other W9ste and 
empty dwellings, which, for want of business, either va- 
nii^ and carry away a piece of the house, or else stay 
at home, and fling it all out of the windows. By which 
are mystically displayed the two principal branches of 
madness, and which some philosophers, not considering 
-so well as I, have mistaken to he different in their causes? 
o 3 
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^veriiastily aiwjgning the first tpdeficiepqr, and theoAer 
lo redundance. 

I think it therefore manifest, from vhat I have here 
advanced^ that the main point of skill and address is^ 
to furnish emplojrment for this redundancy of »yapour, 
and prudentty to adjust the season of it; by wliich 
means, it may certainly become of cardinal and catholic 
emolument, in a commonwealth* Thus one man, ehoosiug 
a proper juncture, leaps into a guif,* thence proceeds a 
hero, and is called the saver of his country : another 
acliieves the same enterprise,! but, unluckiiy timing fb 
has left the brand of madness fixed as a reproach upon 
his memory : upon so nice a distinction, mre we taught 
to repeat the name of Curtius, with reverence and love ; 
that of Empedocles, with hatred and contempt. Thus 
also it is usually conceived, that the elder Bnitus mdy 
perscmated the fool and madman, for the good of the pub- 
lic; but this was nothing else than a redundancy of the 
mne vapour long misapplied, called fay the Latins^ In- 
genxum patnegMs^ or, to translate it as nearly as I 
can^ a sort of frenzy, never in its n|ght element, till you 
take it up in the business of the state. 

Upon all> which^ and manv other reasons el equ^ 
weight, though not equally cunous, I do here gladly em- 
iM'ace an <^portunity I have long sought for, of recom- 
mending it as a very noble undertaking t6 Sir Edward 
Seymour, Sir Christopher Musgrave, Sir Jdm Bowles^ 
John Howe, Esq;* and other patriots concerned^ that thgf 
Would move for leave to briE^ in a biU, for a{^p<nnting 
eommiBsioners to iniq^iect into Bedlam, and the parts adr 
jacent ; who shall be empowered to send fax persons, pff^ 
pers, and records ; to examine into the merits and qoa]^ 

* Curtius. MS. Pate: 

■f £mpeaocle». MS. Mt. ^ 

i TaciCur, 
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fixations of ererf student and professor; to obeerre 
-with utmost exactness their several disposittons and be- 
haviour^ bj which means, duly dlstingulBhing and adapt- 
ing their talents, they might produce admirable instru- 
ments for the several offices in a state^ * ♦ * * # | civil, 
and military; proceeding in sui^ methods as I shall 
here humbly propose. And T hope the gentle reader 
will give some allowaaee to my great solicitudes in this 
important affair, upon account of the h%h esteem I have 
' bomethathonoitraye society, whereof I had some time 
the happiness to be an unworthy member. 

Is any student teanng his straw in piece-meal, swear- 
ing and blaspheming, biting his grate, fosoning at the 
mouth, aiid emptying his pisspot in the spectators faces ? 
let the right worshipful the commissioners of inspection 
^e him'a regiment of dragoons, and send him into Flan- 
ders among the rest. I» another eternally talking^ sput- 
tering, gaping, bawling in a sound withqut period or ar- 
ticle ? what wonderful talents are here mislaid ! let 
him be furnished immediately with a green bag and 
papers; and' three-pence, in his pocket»t &xh1 away 
with him to Westminster-HalU You will find a third 
gravely taking the dimensions of his kennel ; a person 
€i foresight and insight, though kept quite in the dark ; 
fen- why, like Moses, ecce comuta^ erat gusfa^s. He 
walks duly in one pace, entreats your penny with due 
gravity and ceremony; tiatlks much of hard times, and 
taxes, and the whore of Babylon^; bars up the wooden 
window of his cell conkantly at eight o'clock ; di'eamil 
^f fire, and shop-lifters, and court-customers, and priyi-' 

f Eccfesiaiitical. H. 

X A lawyer's coach-hire. Nide by the Author in 1697. 
5 Comutufl is either horned or ahining, and by this term Moses is 
described is tlie vu^igar Latin of the Bible. H. 
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k^d places. Now, vhat a figure would all these ac« 
quirements amount to, if tbt owner were sent iiitk> the 
city, among his brethren t B^old a fourth, in much and 
deep convorsatiofi with himself^ biting Ins tluunbe at pro- 
per junctures ; his countenance checkered with business 
and design ; sometimes walking very fast, with his eyes ' 
naHed to a paper that he holds in Us hands: a great 
saver of time, somewhat thick of. hearing, very short of 
nght, but more of memwy : a man ever in haste, a great 
batcher and breeder of business, and excellent at the fa- 
jnous art of whisparing nothing ; a huge idolater of mo- 
nosyllables and procrastination; so ready to give hoi 
word to every body, that he never keeps it : one that has 
forgot the common meaning of ^ords, but an admirable 
retainer of the sound : extremely subject to the looseness^ 
ibr his occasions are perpetually calling him away. If 
you approach his grate in his familiar intervals; ^^ Sir,'^ 
says he, ** give me a penny, and I'll sing you a song : 
but ^ve me the penny first.*^ (Hence comes the com- 
mon saying, and commoner practice, of parting with mo- 
net^ for a s<mg.) What a complete system of court skill 
is here described in every branch of it, and all utterly 
lost with wrong application ! Accost the hole of another 
kennel (fh-st stopping your nose) you will behold a surly, 
gloomy, nasty, slovenly mortal, raking in his own dung, 
Und dabbling in his urine. The best part of Kis diet is 
the reversion of his own cnrdure, which; expiring into 
steams, whu*ls perpetually about, and at last re-infunds. 
His complexion is of a dirty yellow, with a tlnn scattered 
beard, exactly agreeable to that of his diet upon its first 
declination ; like other insects, who having their birth 
and education in an excrement, from thence borrow their 
colour and their smell. The student of this apartment 
is very sparing of his words, l>ut somewhat over-liberal 
of hia breath : he holds his hand out ready to receive 
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yovae penny, and immediate^ upon receipt withdraws to 
his former occupations. Now, is it not amazing to thinly 
the society of Warwick-lane should have no more coo- 
cera for the recovery of so useful a member ; who, if one 
magr judge from these appearances, would become die 
greatest ornament to that illustrious body ? Another stu- 
dent struts up fiercely to yoiir teeth, puffing with his lips, 
half squeezing out bis eyes, and very graciously holds 
you out his band to kiss. The keeper desires you ^ not 
to be afraid of thk professor, for he will do you no hurt ^" 
to him alone is allowed the liberty of the anti-chamber,. 
and the orator of the place gives, you to understand, that 
this solemn person is a tailor run mad with pride. This 
considerate student is adorned with many other quali- 
ties, upon which at present I shall not farther en« 
large.*— — ^Hark iii your ear — I am strangely 
mistaken, if all his address, his motions, and his airs, 
would not then be very natural, aod in their proper ele- 
ment. 

I shall not descend so minutely, as to ^^insist upon the 
vast number of beaux, fiddlers, poets, and politicians, that 
the world might recover by such a reformation ; but what 
is mm:e material, beside the clear ga|n redounding to the 
commonwealth, by so large an acquisition of persons to 
employ,f whose talents and acquirements, if I may be so 
bold as to affirm it, are i^ow buried, or at least misap«> 
plied ; it would be a mighty advantage accruing to the 
public from this inquiry, that all these would very much 
excel, and arrive at great perfection in their several 
kinds; which, I think, is manifest from what I have al- 

* I cannot conjecture xf hat the author means here, or how tfaii 
chasm could be filed; though it is capable of more than ofie interpre* 
tation. W:WoTTON, 

f It should be^ * of personc to be employed.* S. 
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readj shown, and shall enforce bj thk one plaia in- 
stance ; that even I myself the author of these momen- 
tous truths, am a person, whose imaginations are bard- 
mouthed, and exceedingly disposed to run awaj with 
his reason, which I have observed from long esperieDC^* 
to be a very light rider, and easily shaken <^; upoa 
which account, my friends will never trust me alooe, 
without a solemn promise to vent my speculations in this, 
or the like mstnner, for the universal benefit of human- 
kind ; which perhaps the gentle, courteous, and candid 
reader, brimful of that modem charity and tenderness 
tisually annexed to his office, will be very hardly per- 
suaded to believe* . ' 



SECT. X. 

A FARTHER DIGRESSION. 

It is an unanswerable argument of % very refined 
age,* ^the wonderful civilities that have passed of late 
years between the nation of authors, and that of readers. 
There can hardly pop out a play,t a pamphlet, or a poem, 
without a preface full of acknowledgment to the world 
for the general reception and applause they have given 
it, which the Lord knows yrhere, of when, or how, or 
firom whom it received. In due deference to so laudable 
a custom, I do here return my humble thanks -to his ma- 



* This fint sentence is whollj iingrammatical; it may be thus 
amended. * It is an uniinswerable argument of the age^s being 
▼ery refined, that wonderful civilities have passed,' &c. 8. * 

f This is literally true j as we may observe in the preface to mort 
Flays, Poems^ &c. Oi^fioL' 
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j^y, aud both houses of parliament ; to the lords of the 
lupg's most honourable prlvj-council ; to the reverend 
the judges ; to the clergy, and gentry, and yeomanry of 
this land ; but in a more especial manner, to my worthy 
brethren >nd friends at Will's coffee-house, aald Gresham- 
Gollege, and Warwick-lane, and Moorfields, and Scot- 
land-yard, and Westminster-hall, and Guild-hall : in short, 
to all inbabitaiits and retainers whatsoever, either in 
court, cnr church, or camp, or city, or country; for their 
generous and universal acceptance of this divine treatise. 
I accept their approbation and good opinion with ex*- 
treme gratitude, and, . to the utmost of my poor capaci- 
ty, shall take hold of all opportunities to return the 
obligation. ' , 

I am also happy, that fate has flung me into so blessed 
an age, for the mutualfelicity of booksellers and authors, 
whom I may safely ajffirm to be at this day the two only 
satisfied parties in England. Ask an author how his last 
piece has succeeded ; ^ why truly he thanks his stars, 
the world has been very favourable, and he has not the 
least resfson to. complain : and yet, by G— , he writ it in 
a week, at bits and starts, when he could steal an hour 
from his urgent affairs ;'^ as it is a hundred to one, you 
may see farther in the preface, to which he refers you; 
and for the rest, to the bookseller. There you go as a 
customer, and make the same question: he ^^ blesses his 
god, the thing takes wonderMly, he is just printing t£e 
second edition, and has but three left in his shop." 
You i)eat down the price : " Sir, we shall not differ :" 
and, in hopes of your custom another time, lets you have 
it as reasonable as you please : ^ and pray send as many 
of your acquaintance as you will, I shall, upon your ac^ 
count, fiimish thenfl all at the same rate." 

Now, it is not well enough c<msidered, to what acci^^ 
dents and occasions the world is indebted, for the £re«t^ 
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est part of ihose noble vritiqgs, irhich houkty start Ht^ t# 
entertain it. If it were not for a rainy day, a dnndLea 
T]^, a fit of the iq[)leeD, a coiuBe of physic^ a i^eepy 
Sonday, an ill run at dice, a long tailor's bill, a be^ar's 
purse, a factious head, a hot sun, costive diet, -vrant of 
books, and a just contempt of learning: but for these 
events, I say, and some others too long to recite (especi- 
ally a prudent neglect of taking brimstone inwardly) I 
doubt, the nmnber of authors, and of writings, would 
dwindle away to a degree most wofui to behold. To 
confirm this opinion, hear the words o^ the famous Trog- 
lodyte philosopher : '' It is certain (said he) some grains 
of folly ai*e of course annexed, as part of the compodtioBi 
of human nature; only the choice is left us, wheth^ we 
please' to wear them inlaid, or embossed : and we need 
not to go v^ far to seek how that ia usually determin* 
ed, when we remember, it is with human faculties^ as 
with liquors, the lightest will be ever at"the top." 

There Is in this famous island of Britain, a x^idn 
paltry scribbler, very voluminous, whose chara<^er tibc 
reader cannot wholly be a stranger to.* He deals In a 
pernicious kind of writiogs, called Secwuf Parto; and 
usually passes under the name of The Author rf the 
First. I easily forsee, that as soon as I lay down my 
pen, this nimble operator will have stolen it, and treat me 
as inhumanly as he has already done Dr. Blackmote, 
Lestrange, said many others, who shall here be nameless ; 

* This mode of placing the preposition at the end of the sentendc^ 
howerer sanctified by custom, and frequently used by our author, ii 
yet very faulty, and offensive to a cultivated ear. It may easily be 
avoided by placing the preposition before the word to which it pro- 
perly belongs. Thus, in the above instance, instead of saying, 
• whose character the reader cannot wholly be a stranger to,»--if we 
transpose the particle thus, *to whose character the reader cannot 
wholly be a stranger ;* the sentence closes with as important word, ih 
ajaaiuer sfttigfadtory totheear. ^. 
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I therefore ifly fiw justice and relief, into the hands m l- 
oi dmt great rectifier of saddlesy^ and lover of mankind, / 
Br. Bentley ; begging he will take this enormous griev- 1 
aace into his mosttmxkrn consideration : and if it should 
so happen, diat the fuinkUre of an ass, in the shape df 
second party must, for 017 own sins, be clapped by a mis- 1 
take upon my back, that he will immediately please, inl 
fte presence of the world, to lighten me of the burden,! 
and take it home to l^s oiirn house, till the true beast* 
thidks fit to call for it. 

In the mean time I do here give this puUic notice, 
that my resolutio^ns are, to circumscribe witbio this dis- 
Gt^urse, the whole stock of matter I have been so many 
years providing. Since my vein is once opened, I am 
oootent to exhaust it all at a running, for the peculiar 
advantage of my dear country, and- for the universal 
benefit of mankind. Therefore hospitably considering 
the number of my guests^ they shall have my wliole en- 
tertainment at a meal; and I scorn to set up th^eavings 
in the cupboard. What the guests cannot eat, may be 
given to the poor ; and the dogs f tinder the table may 
gnaw the bones. Tliis I understand for a more generous 
prooeedii^, than to turn the company 'a stomach, by in- 
Titir^ them again to-morrow, to a scurvy meal of scraps. 

If the reader fairiy considers th^.' strength of what I 
have advanced in the foregoing seiitiou, I am convinced ' 
it will produce a wonderful revolution in his notions and 
opinions; and Ijp will be abundaj^tly better prepared, to 
receive and to relish the concludmg psart of this miraim- 
lous treatise. Readers may be divided into three classes, 
the superficial, the ignorant, and the learned : and I hove, 

♦Alluding to the trite pliraae, * place the saddle on the right 
horse.' H. . 

f B7 doge, the author means common injudicious critics, as he ex- 
plains it himself before in his Digreanon upon Critics. H. 
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wiA much felicity, fitted my peQ to tfae geniitt nod ad- 
Taotage of each. The superficial reader wlU be strange* 
ly provoked to laughter; which clears the breast and the 
luDgs, is sovereign against the ^leeo, and the most inno- 
cent of all diuretics. The ignorant reader, between 
whom and the fori;ner the distinction is extremeij nice, 
will find himself disposed to stare ; which is an admirable 
remedy for ill eyes, serves to raise and enliven the s^- 
ritS) and wonderfully helps perspiiration. But the rea^ 
der truly learned, chiefly for whose benefit I wake when 
others sleep, and sleep when others wake, will here find 
sufficient matter to employ his speculations for tb^ rest 
<rf his life. It were much to be wished, and I do here 
humbly propose for an experiment, that every prince io 
Christendom will take seven of the deepest^ scholars in 
his dominions, and shut them up close for seven years, in 
seven chambers, with a command to write seven ample 
commentaries on this comprehensive disccoirse. I shall 
venture |D affirm, that whatever difference may be found 
in their several conjectures, they will be all, without the 
least distortion, manifestly deducible from the text 
Mean time, it is my earnest request, that so useful an uof 
dertaking may be entered upon, if their majesties please^ 
with all convenient ^ed ; because J have a strong in- 
clination, b^ore I leave the world, to taste a blessing 
which we mysterious writers can seldom reach, till we 
have gotten into our graves : whether it is, that tsuQe^ be- 
ing a firuit grafted on the body, can hardly grow, and much 
less ripen, tiU the stock is in the earth ; or, whether she 
be a bird of prey, and is lured, among the rest, to pur- 
^ sue after the scent of a carcass : or whether she con- 
ceives her trumpet sounds best and farthest, when she 
stands on a tomb, by tlie advantage of a risiDg grounds 
and the echo of a hollow vault. 
It is true, indeed, the republic of dark authors^ after 
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they oocc found out this excellent expedient of dying, 
hare been peculiarly happy in the variety, as well as 
extent of their reputation. For, night being the uni- 
versal mother 6f things wise philosophers hold all wri- 
tings to be fnutful, in the proportion* they are dark ; 
and therefore, the true Uiuminated^ (that b to say, the 
darkest cf aH) have met with such numberless commen- 
tators, whose scholastic midwifery has delivered them 
of meanings, that the authoi's themselves perhaps never 
conceived; and yet may very justly be allowed the law- 
ful parents of them \\ the words of such writers being like 
seed,* which, however scattered at random, when they 
light upon a fruitful ground, ^nll multiply far beyond 
either the hopes or imagination of the sower. 

And therefore, in order to promote so useful a work, I 
will here take leave to glance a few innuendoes, that 
may be of great assistance to those sublime spirits, who 
shall be appointed to labour in a universal comment, upon 
this wond^ful discourse. And first, § I have couched a 
very profound mystery in the number of OV multiplied 
by seven^ and divided by nine. Also, if a devout bro- 
ther of the rosy cross, will pray fervently for sixty-tj^ree 
roomings with a lively faith, and then transpose certain 
lettei's and syllables, according to prescription in the. 

♦ It shouU be, * in the proportion that tfeey are dark :♦ or, * in pro- 
portioa as tkey are dark :* or, still better, * in proportion to their 
darkness.* S. 

f A name of the Rosicrasians. MS. Pate.— These were fanatic •• 
alchemic, who in search after the great secret had invented a means *>"• 
altogeiher proportioned to their end : it was a kind of theological | 
philosophy, made np of almost eqnal mixtures of Pagan platonism,4 
Christian quietism^ and the Jewish cabbala. Warburton on th^ Raptf* 
of ^he Lock. H. . *' 

X Nothing is more frequent than for commentators to force inter- 
pretations, which the author never meant H. 

§ This is what the cabbalists among the Jews have done with the 
bible, and pretend to find wonderful mysteries by it OriginaL 
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second and fifth section, they will certainly reteal into a 
foil receipt of the' cpus magmLnu Lastly, whoever will 
be at the pains to calculate the whole number of each let- 
ter in this treatise, and sum up the difference exactly be* 
tween the several numbers, assigning the true naUu^l 
cause for every such dWerence ; the discoveries in the 
product will plentifully reward his labour. Bat then he 
must beware of Bythus and Sig€,* and be sure not tofor- 
^ the qualities of Achamoth ; d cujus lacryms kumeda 
prodit substantia, d risu bicida, d tristitia, et d trnm-e 
mobitis ; wherein Eugenius Philalethesf bath c<MDmiti€d 
an unpardonable mistakei' 



SECT. XI. 

Jl tale ^op a tub. 
After bo wide a compass as I have wandered, I do 
now gladly overtake, and close in with my subject, and 

* I was told hy an eminent divine, whom I consulted ontbtf pcnnt, 
that these two barbarous words, with that of Achamoth, and its 
<IuaUtie8, as here^set down, are quoted from Irenaeus. This he 'disco- 
vered hy searching that ancient writer for another (Rotation of our 
author, which he has placed in the titie-pa^e,* and refers to the book 
and chapter : the curious were very inquisitive, whether those barba- 
rous words, basyma eacabasa^ ifc. are really in Irensus, and upon in- 
quiry, it was found they were a sort of cant or jargon of certain here- 
tics, and therefore very properly prefixed to such a book as this of our 
author. W. Wotton. 

f To the treatise mentioned above, p. 118, called Antbroposopbia 
Theomagica, there is another annexed, called Anima magioi ahteon- 
ditOj written by the same author, V'augban, under the name of Eu- 
genius Philalethes, but in neither of those treatises is there any men- 
tion of Achamoth, or its qualities, so that this is notiiiiig but amuse- 
ment, and a ridicule of dark, imintelligible writers; only the words, 
d cuJus lacrymis^ Sfc: are, as we hav6 sAd, transcribed from Irensus, 
I though I know not from what pait. I believe one of the author^ de- 
; signs was to set curious men a bunting through indexes, and inquiriog 
j fot books out of the common road. W. Wotton. 
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shall heocefiNTth hold on with it an eyen pace to the end of 
my journey, except some beautiful prospect appears ivith- 
in sight ^ my way ; whereof though at present I have 
neither if armng n(»r expectation, yet upon such an acci- 
dent, come when it will, I shall beg my reader's favour 
and company, allowing me to conduct him through it 
y along with myself. For, In wridng, it is as in ti-avel- 
ling 4 if a man is in haste to he at home, (which I ac- 
knowledge to be none of my case, having never so little 
business as when I am there) and his horse be tired with 
long riding, and ill ways, or naturally a jade, I advise 
him clearly to make the straitest and die coituponest 
road, be., it ever so dhrty : but then surely we must owB 
such a man to be a scurvy companion at best ; he spat- 
ters himself and his fellow travellers at every step; all 
their thoughts, and wishes, and conversation, turn entirely 
upon tte subject of their journey's end; and at every 
splash and plunge, and stumble, they heartily wish one 
pother at the devil. 
' On the other «ide, when a traveUer and his horse are 
in heart and plight; when his pui-se is full, and the day 
before him ; he takes the roadonly where it is clean and 
convenient ; enteilains his company there as agreeably as 
Ite can ; but, upon the first occasion, canies them along 
with him to every delightfid scene in view, whether of 
art, of natuie, or of both ; and if they chance to refuse, 
out of stupidity or weariness, let them jog on by the^^ 

selves and be d ^n'd; he'll overtake them at the next 

town ; at which arriving, he rides furiously through ; the 
men, women, and children run out to gaeze ; a hundred 
jiais7/ curs* run barking after him, of which, if he honours 
the boldest with a lash of his whip, it is rather out of 

* By these are meant what the author, p. 100< calls, the true cri- 
tics. H. • ' . 
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sport than revenge : but should some sourer roongid dare 
too neai; an approach, he receives a salute on the chape 
by an accidental stroke from the courser's heels, nor is 
any ground lost by the blow^ ivhich sends him yelping 
and limping home. 

I now proceed to sum up the singular adventures of 
my renowned Jack; the state of whose dispodtions and 
fortunes the carefiil readar does, no doubt, most exactly 
remember, as I last parted with them in the conclusion ot 
a former section. Therefore his next'car^ must be, from 
two of the foregoing, to extract a scheme of notionis, tiiat 
may best fit his understanding foi' a true relish of what 
is to ensue. 

JACK had not only calculated the first revolution of 
his brain so prudently, as to give rise to that epidemic sect 
of iEolists, but succeeding also into a new and strange va- 
riety of conceptions, the fiuitfulness of his imagination 
led him into certain notions, which, although in appear- 
ance very unaccountable, were not without their mystc* ' 
ries and their meanings, nor wanted followers to couiite- 
nance and improve them. I shall therefore be extremely 
careful and exact in recounting such material passages 
of this nature, as I have been able to collect, either from 
undoubted tradition, (X indefatigable reading ; and shall 
describe them as graphically as it is possible, and as far 
as notions of that height and latitude can be brou^t 
within the compass of a pen. Wor do I at all question, 
but they will furnish plenty of noble matter for such, 
whose Converting imaginations dispose them to reduce all 
diings into types; who can make shadows, no thanks to 
the sun ; aiid then mould them into subststnces, no thanks 
to philosophy ;- whose peculiar talent lies in fixing u-opes 
and allegories ta the letter, and rfefining what is literal 
into figure andij^jstery. , 

' JACK had provided a fair copy of his father's will, 
engrossed in form upon a large skin of parchment ; and 
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resolviDg to act the part of a most dutiftil sod, he became 
the fondest creature of it imaginable^ For although, 
as I have often told the reader, it consisted ivhoUy in 
certain plain, ea^ du-ections, about the management and 
wearing of their coats, with legacies and penalties in 
case of obedience w neglect ; yet he began to entertain a 
fancy that the matter was deeper and darker^ and there- 
fore must needs have a great deal more of mystery at the 
bottom. *' Gentlemen," said he, " I will prove this 
very skin of parchment to be meat, drink^ and cloOi, to 
be the pMloscpher^s stone^ and the universal medicine. 
In consequence of wl^ich raptures, he resolved to make 
use of it in the most necessary, as^rell as the most paltry 
occasions of life."^ He had a way of working it into 
^ any shape he pleased ; so that it served him for a night- 
cap when he went to bed, and for an umbrella in rainy 
weather. He would lap a piece of it about a sore toe, 
or, when he had fits, burn two inches under his nose ; or, 
if any thing lay heavy on his stomach, scrape ofl^ and 
swallow as much of the powder as would lie on a^ver 
penny; they we^^ all infallible remedies. With analogy 
to these refinements, his common talk and conversation 
ran wholly in the phiase of bis will,t and he circum- 
scribed the utmost of his eloquence within that compass, 
not daring to let slip a syllable without autliority from 
that. Once, at a strange house, he was suddenly taken 
short upon an urgent juncture, whereon it may not be al- 
lowed too particularly to dilate ; and being not able to. 
call to mind, with that suddennesfi the occasion required} 

* The author here lashes those pretenders to puri;t7, who place so ^ 
much merit in using scripture phrases on all occasions. H» 

f The Protestant dissenters use scripture phrases in their serious 
discourses and composures, more than the Church-ol>JBngland men ; 
accordingly Jack is introduced, making his common talk and conrer^ 
sation to run wholly in the phrase of his WILL. W, Wimm. 
VOL. IIU H 
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ftn autlientic phrase for demaBdi6g the way to the frai^-- 
side^ he chose rather, as the most prudent course, to incur 
the penalty in such cases usually annexed.* Neither 
was it possible for the united rhetoric of mankind, to 
prerailwith him to make himself clean again: because 
having consulted the will upon tins emergency, he met 
with a pass^e near the bottom (whether foisted *in by 
the transcriber, is not known) which seemed to forbid itf 

He made it a part of his religion, never to say grace 
i0 his meat 4 nor could all the world persuade hii^ as 
the common phrase is, to eat his victuals Wee a Chris- 
1im.\ 

He bore a strange kiiid of appetite to snap-dragon^^ 
and to the Uvid sm^sqf a burning cajndU^ which he 
would eateh and swallow with an agility wonderful to 
conceive; and by this procedure maintained a perpetual 
Hame in his belly, which issuing in a glowing steam from 
both his eyes, as weU as his nostrils, and his mouth, made 
his head appear in a dark night, like the skull of an assr 
wherein a roguish boy had conveyed a farthing candle, 
to the terror of his majesty's liege, subjects. Therefore 

* Incurring the penalt7 in such cases usually annexed, grants no 
explanation. 

f He would not make himself clean, because, having^eonsulted the 
willj(i. e. the New Testament) he met with a passage near the bot- 
tom (t. e. in the 11th verse of the last chapter of the Revelations :) 
' He which is filthy, let him be filthy still,' which seemed to forbid it. 
Whether foisted in by the transcriber, is added; because this para, 
graph is wanting in the Alexandrian MS. the oldest and most autheii- , 
tic copy of the New Testament. H. 

X The slovenly way of receiving the sacrament among the faiia* 
Ucs. H. ^ ' 

\ This is a common phrase to express eating cleanly, and is meant 
for an invective against^ that indecent manner among some people in 
receiving the sacrament; s6 in. the lines before, wHich is to be under- 
Stood of the DissentenB refusing to kneel at the sacrament H. 

II I cannot well find out the author's meaning here, unless it be the 
hot, untimely, blind zea| of enthusiasts. H. 
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he made use of do other expedient to Kgfat himself home, 
but was \iwot to say, '^ that a wise man was bi».own lan^ 
tern." ' 

He would shut his eyes as he walked along the 
streets : and if he happened to bounce his head against a 
post, or fall into a kennel, as he seldom missed either to 
do one,' oi: both, he would tell the. gibing apprentices, 
* who looked on, '' that he submitted with entire resigna- 
tion, as to a trip, or a blow of fate, with whom he found, 
by long experience, how. vain it was either to wrestle or 
to cuff; and whoever durst undertake to do either, would 
be sure to come off with a swinging fall, or a bloody 
nose. It wajB ordained,'^^ said he, " some few days be- 
fore the creation, that my nose and this very post should 
have a rencounter; and therefore, nature thought fit to 
send us both into the world in the same age, and to make 
us countrymen and fellow-citizens. Now, had my eyes 
been open, it is very liJ^ely the business might have been 
a great deal worse ; for how many a confounded slip is 
daily got by a man, with all his foresight about him! 
Besides, the eyes of the understanding, see best, when 
those of the senses are out of the way; and, therefore, 
blind men are observed to tread their steps with much 
more caution, and conduct, and judgment, than those who 
rely with too much confidence upon the virtue of the vi- 
sual nerve, which every little accident shakes out of order, 
and a drop, or a film, can wholly disconcert : like a lan- 
tern among a pack of roaring gullies when they scour 
the streets, exposing its owner, and itself, to outward 
kicks and buffets, which both might have escaped, if the 
vanity of appearing would have suffered them to walk 
in the dark. But farther; if we examine the conduct 
t>f these boasted lights, it will prove yet a great deSA 

* PredestiDation. MS. Pate. 
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wcftae than their fortune. It is time, I have broke my 
fkiae s^aioal this post, because fortune either foi^ot, or 
did not think it convenient to twitch me by the elbov, 
and give me notice to avoid it. But, let not this encou* 
rage either the present age, or posterity, to trust their 
noses into the keeping of their eyes, which may prove 
tjbe fairest way of losing them for good and all. T'or, O 
ye ^es, ye blind guides; miserable guardians are ye of 
our firail noses ; ye, I say, who fasten upon the first pre- 
cipice in view ; and then tow our wretched willing bo- 
dies after you, to the very brink of destruction : but, alas ! 
that brink is rotten, our feet slip, and we tumble down 
prone into a gulf, without one hospitable shrub in the 
way to break the fall ; a fall, to which not any nose of 
mortal make is equal, except that of the giant Laurcal- 
CO,"* who was lord of the silver bridge. Most propA-ly, 
therefore, O eyes, and with great justice, may you be 
compared to those foolish lights, ^vhich conduct men 
through dill and darkness, till they fall into a deep pit, 
or a noisome bog.-' 

This I have produced, as a scantling of Jack's great 
eloquence, and the force of his reasoning upon such ab- 
struse matters. 

He was, besides, a person of great design and improve- 
ment in affairs of devotion, having introduced a new 
deity, who has since met with a vast number of worship- 
pers; by some called Babek by othei-s, Chaos ; who had 
an ancient temple of Gothic stimcture upon Salisbury- 
^ plain, famous for its shrine, and celebration by pilgrims. 

"When he had some roguish trick to play,\ he would 
• dawn mth bis knees^ up with Ms.eyes^ and faU to pra^- 

* 8ee Don Cluixote. H. 

f l^he villanie? add cruelties committed by enthasiasts and lana- 
tics among us, were aii peifonned uader the disguise of religion an/ 
iongpraFers. H. 
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ers^ though in the midst of the keonel. Then it was 
that those who understood his pranks, would be sure to 
get far enough out of his way ; and whenever curiosity 
attracted strangers to laugh, or to listen, he would, of a 
sudden^ with one hand out with his gear, and piss full in 
their eyes, and with the other, all bespatter them with 
mud. 

In winter he went always loose and vnbuitoned,* and 
dad as thin as possible^ to let in the ambient heat ; and 
in summer lapped khnself close and thick to keep it out. 

In all revolutions of govemmoBnt,! he would make his 
eourt for the office of hangman general : and in the e:£- 
ercise of that dignity,.- wherein he was very dexterous, 
would make use of no other vizard than a long prayer.^ 

He had a tongue so museulous and subtile, that he 
could twist it up into his nose, and deliver a strange kind 
of speech from thence. He wad also the first in these 
kingdoms, who began to improve the Spaiush ac- 
complishment of braying, and having large ears perpetu- 
ally exposed and arrected, he carried his art to such a 
perfection, that it was a point of great difficulty to dis> 
tinguisby either by the view or the sound, between the 
original and die cppy*. 

He was troubled with a disease, reverse to that call^ 
edthe stingii^ (rfthe tarantula ;§ and would run dog-ma*d 
at the noise of music,]) especially a pair of bag-pipes. 
But he. would cure himself again, by taking two or three 
turns in Westminster-hall, or Billingsgate, or in aboard- 

• They aflfeet diflfertnces in habit and behaviour. H. 

f They are severe persecutors, and all in a form of cant and devo- 
tion. H. 

\ CromweU and his confederates went, as th^ called it, to «eek the 
Lord, when they resolved to murder the king. H. 

^ Calvin was against church music. MS. Pate, ^ 

li This is to expose our dissenters* aversion against hutruineiktal mu- 
sic in churches. W.. WOTTON. 
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ing-schcol, or the Royal-Exchange, or a State coffee^ 
house. 

He was a person that feared no colours^* but mor*- 

tallj hated all, and upon that account bore a cruel avei& 

eion against painters .-f insomuch that in his paroxysms, 

^ as he walked the streets, he would have his pockets loa<i^ 

en with stones to pelt at ihe signs. 

Having, from this manner of living, frequent occasion 

to wash himself, he would often leap ever head and ears 

4nto waUr^X though it were in the midst of the winter, 

but was always observed to come out again much dirtier, 

if possible, than he went in. 

He was the first that ever found out the secret of con* 
triving a soporiferous medicine to be conveyed in at the 
ears ; it was a compound of stdpkur and bakn rfOUeddr 
with a little jnlgrMs salve,^ 

He wore a laige plaster of artificial caustics on his 
stomach with the fervour of which he oould set himself a 
groaning, like the famous board upon application of a 
red-hot iron. 

He would stand in the turning of a street, and caUing 
those who passed by, would cry to one, " Worthy Sir, 
do me the honour of a good slap in the^ diaps.'^^l To 
another " Honest friend, pray favour me with a hand- 
some kick on the arse ; Madam, shall I entreat a smdl 
box on the ear from your ladyship's fair hands ? Noble 

* He would ftuffer no paintings in churches. MS. Pate. 

+ They quarrel at the most innocent decency and ornament, and 
defoced the statues and paintings in all the churches in England. H. 
' t Immersion in baptism. .MS. PaU, 

\ Fanatic preaching, composed either of Hell and damnation, or 
a fulsome description of the joys of Heaven j both in such a dirty, 
, nauseous stile, as to be well resembled to pilgrim's salve. H, 

Ij The fanatics have always had a way of affeciing to run into 
persecution, and count vast merit upon ev«ry little hardship they suf- 
fer. H. 
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captain, lead a reasonable thu Ick, for the love of God, 
witli that cane of yours over these poor shoulders." And 
when he had, hj such eai^nest solicitations, made a shift 
to procure a basting sufficient to 8\pell up his fancj and 
his sides, he would return home extremely comforted, 
and full of terrible accotmts of what he had undei^^ 
for the public good. ** Observe this stroke," said he, 
showing hisi)are shoulders : a plaguy Janizary gave it 
me this very morning at seven o'clock^ as, with much 
^ado, I was driving off the gr^at Turk. Neighbours, 
mind, this broken head deserves a plaster ; had poor Jack 
been tender of his noddle, you would have seen J;he 
Pope and the French king, long, before this time of day, 
among your wives and your warehouses. Dear Chris^ 
tians, the great Mogul was come as far as Whitechapel, 
mid you may thank these poor ddies, that he hath not 
(God bless us) already swaliowecl up man, woman, and 
child." 

It was hi^Iy worth observing the nngukr effects of 
tliat aversion,"^ or antipathy, which Jack and his brother 
Peter seemed, even to an affectation, to bear against each 
other. Peter had lately do^e some rogueries, that forced 
him. to abscpjdd ; and he seldom ventured to stir out be- 
fore night, for fear of bailiffs. Their lodgings were at the 
two most distant parts of the town from each other; a&d 
whenever their occasions or humours called them abroad, 
they would make choice of the oddest unlikely times, 
and most uncouth rounds they could invent, that they 

* The papists and fanatics, though they appear the most averse 
against ^ch other, yet bear a near resemblance in many things, as 
hath been observed by learned men. Original, 

'The agreement of our dissenters and the papists, in that which bi- 
shop Stillingfleet' called tiie fanaticism of the church of Rome, 18 
ludicrously described, for several pages together, by Jack's likeness to 
Peter, and their being often mistaken for each other, and their fre- 
quent meeting when they .least intended it W. Wottoit. 
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might be store to avoid one another : yet, after aH this, Sf. 
was their perpetual fortune to meet The reason of 
which is easy enough to apprehend; for, the fitenzy 
and the spleen of both having the same foundation, we 
may look upon them as two pair of compasses equally ex- 
tended, and the fixed foot of each remaining in the same 
centre ; which, though moving contrary ways at €is(, 
will be sure to encounter some where or other in the cir- 
cumference. Besides, it was among thegreidt misfoitanes 
of Jack, to bear a huge personal resemblance T^th fais 
li^rother Peter. Their humour and dispoattions were 
not only the same, but there was a close analogy'ia their 
9hape, their size, and theii* mien. Insomuch, as nothing 
was more frequent Uian for a bailiff to seize Jack by the 
shoulders, apd ciy, " Mr. Peter, you are the king's pri- 
soner." Or, at other times, for. one of Peter's nearest 
friends to accost Jack with open arms, ^ Deaf Peter, I am 
glad to see thee ; pray send me one of your best medi- 
cines for the worms." This, we may »ippose, was a 
mollifying return of those pains and proceedic^ Jack 
had laboured in so long ; and finding b^w Erectly op- 
posite all his endeavours had answered to the sole end 
and intention wMcb be had proposed to himself; how 
could it avoid having terrible effects upon a head and 
heart sofiurnished as his ? However, the poor remaipdeis 
of his coat bore all the punishment; the orient sun never 
entered upon his diurnal progi-ess, without missing a 
piece of it. He hired a tailor to stitch up the collar so 
dose, that it was ready to choke him, and squeezed out 
hill eyes at such a rate, as one could see notliing but (he 
white. What little was left of the main substance of 
the coat, he rubbed every day for two hours against a 
rough-cast wall, !n order to grind away tiie remnants of 
lace and embroidery ; but at the same time went on with 
BO much violence, that he proceeded* a heathen philoso- 
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pher. Yet, after all he eoiild do df this kind, the suc- 
cess continued still to diappoint his expectation. For, 
asit is the nature of ra^ to bear a kind of mock resem- 
blance, to finery ; there being a sort of fluttering appear- 
ance in both, which is not to be distinguished at a dis- 
tanee, in the dark, or by short-sighted eyes : so, in those 
Junctures, it fared with Jack and his tatters, that they 
offeted to the first view a ridiculous flaunting ; which, 
asastifig the resemblance in person and air, thwarted all 
his projects of separation, and left so near a similitude 
between them, as frequently deceived the very disciples 
and followers of both. * * # * * 

# %^ * «' * # # # # # # 
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The old Sciavonian proverb said well, •' that it is with 
men, as with ass^ ; whoever would keep them fast, must 
find a very good hold at their ears." Yet, I think we 
mayafiirni, that it has been verified by repeated expe- 
rience, that, 

Effugiet tamen hac scelerabis vincula Proteus. 

It is good therefore to read the maxims of our ances^ 
tors, with great allowances to time and persons : for, if 
>7e loo]^ into primitive records, we shs^ find, that no re- 
volutions have been so great, or so fi'equent, as those of 
human ears. In former days there was a curious jnven-. 
tion to catch and k<eep them ; wliich, I think, we may 
justly reckon among the artes perditce: and how can.it 
be otherwise, when in the latter- centuries, tha very sp^ 
cies is not only diminished to a very lamentable degree, 
but the poor remainder is also degenerated so far, as to 
mock our ski^iullest tenure ? For, if the only slitting 
H 2 

Digitized by Google 



178 A TALE OF A TUB. 

et one ear in a stag, has been fonind sufficteDt to propa- 
gate the defect tlurough a whole (orest; wliy shopld 
we wonder at the greatest Gonsequences, froni ^^maDj 
loppings and mutilations, to which the ears of our fatheiti, 
^ and our own»haye been of late 40 much exposed: it it 
true, indeed, that while this island of purs was under the 
dominion of grace, many- endearours were made to im^- , 
prove the gi-owth of ears, once more among. us; The 
proportion of largeness was not only looked upon as ad 
ornament of the outward man, but as a type of grace ia 
the inward Besides, it is held by naturalists, that If 
there be a protuberancy of parts in the superior region 
of the body, as in the ears and nose, there must be a par- 
ity also in the inferior; and therefore,\lB that triily 
pious age, the males in every assembly, according as 
they were gifted, appeared very forward in exposing their 
ears to view, and the regions about them ; because Hippo- 
crates tells us,* " that when the vein behind the ear hap- 
pens to be cut, a man becomes an eunuch ; and the fe- 
males were nothing backwarder, in beholding and edify- 
ing by them : whereof those who had already used the 
means, looked about Ihem with great concern, in ^ hope^- 
of conceiving a suitable ofTspring by such a prospect : 
others, who stood candidates for benevolence, found tha*e 
a plentiful choice, and were sure to fix upon such as dis- 
covered the lai^est eai-s, that the breed might not 
dwindle between them. Lastly, the devouter sister^ 
who looked upon all extraordinary dilatations of that 
member, as protrusions of zeal, or spiritual exci'escence% 
" were Sure to honour every head they sat upon, as if they 
had been piarks of grace ; but especially^ that of the 
preacher, whose ears were usually of the prime magni- 
tude; .which upon that account, he was very frequent 

* Lib. de aere, ^pcU, et aqni». 
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and ^xact in exposing with ^advantages to the people; 
itt. his rhetorical parotsysms turning sometimes to hold 
forth the one, and sometimes to hold forth the other ; 
from' wlach' custom, the whole operation of preaching is 
tp this very day, amoag their professoi-s, styled by the 
phrase of Jwldingforlh. 

Such was the progress of the saints for advancing the 
size of that member; and it is thought, the success 
would have been every way answerable, if in process of 
time, a cru^l king had not arisen,''^ who raised a bloody 
'perseoition against all ears above a certain standard; 
upon which, some were glad t<^ hide their flourishing 
qifouts in a black border, otiiers crept wholly under a 
porriwig ; some were slit, others cropped, and a great 
number sliced off to the stumps. But of this more 
hereafter in my general history of ears : which I design 
very speedily to bestow upon ^th^ public. 

From this brief survey of the falling state of ears in 
the last agCj and the small care had to advance their an- 
cient growth in the present, it is manifest, how little rea- 
son we ^tt have to rely upton a hold so short, so weak, 
and so slippery ; and that Hvhoever desires to catch man- 
kind fast, must have recom-se to some other methods. 
Now, he that will examine human nature with circum- 
spection enou^, may discover several handles whereof 
the sixt senses afford one apiece, beside a great number 
that are screwed to the passions, and some few riveted to 
the intellect. Among these lajst, curiosity is one, and, of 
all others, affords the finest grai^ ; curiosity, that spur 
in the side, that bridle in the mouth, that ring in the 
nose, of a Ijazy and impatient, and a grunting reader. 

* This was King Charles the second, who at his restoratioji turn-* 
ed out aU the dissenting teachers that would not conform. H. 
7 Including Scaliger's. Original * 

H 3 
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By thk handle it is, that an author should seize upon his 
readers; which as soon as he has once compassed, all 
resistance and struggling are in vain ; and they become 
his prisoners as close as he pleases, till weariness or 
dulness force him to let go his gripe. 

And tharefiwe I» the author of this mkacukms trea- 
tise, having hitherto, beyond expectation, mamtained 
by the aforesaid handle a firm hold upon my gentle rea- 
ders; it is with great rductance, that I am at length 
compelled to remit my grasp ; leaving them in the peru- 
sal of what remains, to that natural oseitancy inherent i^ 
the tribe. I can only assure thee, courteous reader, for 
both our comforts, that my concern is altogether equal 
to thine, for my unhappiness in losing, or mislaying 
among my papers, the remaining part of these memoirs ; 
which consisted of accidents, turns, and adventures, both 
new, agreeable, and surprising; and therefore calculated 
in all due points, to the delicate taste of this pur noble 
age. But, alas ! with my utmost endeavours, I have 
been able only to retain a few of the heads. Under 
which, there was a full account, how Peter got a protec- 
tion out of the Eing's-bench ; and of a reconcilement^ 
between Jack and hkn, upon a design^ they had, in a cer- 
tain rainy night, to trepan brother Maitin into a spung- 
ing-house, and there strip him to the skin. JSow Mar- 
tin, with much ado, showed them both a fair pair of heehu 
How a new warrant came out against Peter; upon 

• In the reign ol King James the Second, the Presbyterians, hy 
fhe king^s invitation, joined with the Papists, against the Church of 
England, and addressed him for repeal of the penal laws and te$t 
*rhe Kingf 1>7 hi* diiiiensing power, gave liberty of conscience, which 
both Pi^pists and Presbyterians made use of; but, upon the Revolu- 
tion, the Papists being down of course, the Presbyterians freely con- 
tinued their assemblies, by virtue of King Jameses indulgence, before 
^ey had a toleration by law. This I brieve the author means by 
Jack's stealing Peter's protectioD, ^and making use o f it himselt H. 
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which, how Jack left him in the lurch, stole his protec- 
tion, and made use of it himself. How Jack's tatters- 
came into fashion in court and city ; how he got upon a 
great horse^* and eat custard*^ But the partieulai-s of 
all these with several others, which hare now slid out of 
mj' memory, are lost beyond aH hopes^ of recovery. For 
which misfoilune, leaving my readers to condole with 
each other, as far as they shall find it ta agree with their 
several constitutimis ; but conjuring them by all the 
Menddip that has passed between us, . from the title 
page to this, not to proceed so. far as to in|ure thehr 
. healths for an accident past remedy ^ I now go on to 
the ceremonial part of an accomplished writer, and thei'e- 
fore, by a courtly modern, least of aU others to be omit- 
ted, . 



* Sir Humphrey Edwyn, a Dissenter, when lord maTor of Ilondon 
^in J697, had the folly to go in his fonnalities to a conventicle, with 
the ensigns of his office; which produced "A Dialogue between 
Jack and Will, eoncernioK.the lord'mayor^s carrying the sword to a 
conventicle, J697," 4tot — ^This transaction, probably, occasioned 
the provisions in Stat. 5 Geo. 1. c.'4. which declares that any may- 
or, bailiff, or other magistrate,* being present at any place of public 
worship, other than the Church of England, in the peculiar habit of 
bis office, or attended with the ensigns thereof, shall, on conviction, 
be adjudged incapable to bear any public office or employment 
whatsoever. N. 
f Custard is a famous di^ at a lord mayors feasts H, 
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tHK CONCLUSION. 



Going too long, is a cause of abolrtion, as effectual, 
thougbiiot so frequent, as going too shoil; and holds 
true especially in the labours of the brain. Well fare 
the heart of that uoble ^esuit,^ who first adventured to 
confess in print, that books must be suited to their seve- 
ral seasons, like dress, and diet, and dlrersions; and 
better fare our noble nation, for vefining upon this among 
other French modes. I afai living fast to see the time^ 
when a book tl|^t misses its tide, shaU be n^lected, as 
the moon by day, or like mackarel a week after the sea- 
son. No man has more nicely observed our climate, 
^an the bookseller who bought the copy of this work ; 
he knows to a tittle, what subjecU will best go off in a 
dry year, and which it is proper to expose foremost, 
when the weather-glass is fallen to much rain. When he 
had seen this treatise, and consulted hid almanac upon 
it, he gave me to understand, that he had manifestly 
considered the two principal tilings, which wer«, the 
bulk, and the subject ; and found, it would never take 
but after a long vacation, and then only, in case it should 
happen to be a hai-d year for turnips. Upon which I 
desired to know, considering my urgent necessities, what 
he tliought might be acceptable this month. He looked 
westward, and said, '^ I doubt we shall have a fit of bad 
weather; however, if you could prepare some pretty lit- 
tle banter (but not in vei-se) or a small treatise upon the 

^ it would run like wild-fire. But, if it hold tip, I 

have already hiied an author to write something against 
Dr. Bentley, which, I am sure, will turn to accountf 

* Pere d'Orleans. Original. 

\ When Dr. Prideaux brought the copy of his ConDCxion of the 
Old and New Testameat to ti»e bookseller, he told him, " it was » 
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At length we agreed upon this expedient ; that when 
a customer comes for one qf these, and desires in confi 
dence to know the author; he will tell him very private-^ 
ly, as a friend, naming whichever of the wits shall hap. 
pen to be that week in vogue; and^if Durfey's last play 
should be in course, I would as lieve he may be. the per-, 
son as Congreve. This I mention^ because I am won- 
derfiilly well acquainted with the present relish of our 
courteous readers: and have often observed, with sin- 
g^ar pleasure, that a fly driven from a honey-pot, will 
immediately with v^ good appetite alight, and. finish 
his meal on an excrement. 

I hav€ one word to say upon the subject of profound 
writers, who are grown very numerous of late; and I 
know very well, the judicious world is resolved to list 
me in that number. I conceive therefore, as to the bU" 
siness of being profound, that it is with writers, as with 
wells ; a person with good eyes may see to the bottom of 
the deepest, provided any water be there ; and often 
when there is nothing in the world at the bottom, beside 
dryness and dirt, though it be but a yard and half under 
ground, it shall pass however for wondimus deep, upon 
no wiser a reason, than because it is wondrous dark. 

I ana now trying an experiment very frequent among 
modern autboi's ; which is to write upon nothijig : when 
the subject is utterly exhausted, to let the pen stilj move 
on; by some called, the ghost of wit, delighting to walk 
after the death of its body. And to say the truth, there 
seems to be tio part of knowledge in fewer hands, thag 
that of discerning when to have done. By the time that 
an author has written out a book, he and his readers are 
become old acquaintance, and grow very loth to part ; so 



^ryBubject, and the printing could not safely be ventured unless he 
could enliven it with a little humour.'* Hr 
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that I have sometimes known it to ]je in writing, as in vl- 
«ting, where the ceremony of taking leave has employ- 
ed more time than the whole conversation before. The 
conclusion of a treatise resembles the conclnsion of hu- 
man life, which has sometimes been con^iared to the end 
of a feast; where few are satisfied to depart, ut plmus ' 
viteB cmoiva : for men will sit down after the fullest 
meal, though it be only ta doze, or to sleep out the r^ 
of the day. But, in this latter, I differ extremely from 
other writers; and shall be too proud, if, by all my la- 
bours, Lean have any ways* contributed to the repose 
of mankind, in times so turbulent and unquiet as these.-f 
Neither do I think such an employment so very alien . 
from the office of a wit as some would suppose. For," 
among a very polite nation in Greece, J there were the 
same temples built and consecrated to Sleep and the 
Muses ; between which two $ deities they believed the 
strictest friendship was establislied. 

I have one concluding favour to request o'f my reader : 
that he will not expect to be equally diverted and in- 
formed, by every line, or every page of this discourse 5 
but give some allowance to the author's spleen, and short 
fits or intervals of dulness, as well as his own; and lay 
it seriously to his conscience, whetlier, if he were walk- 



* This is a corruption, introduced into writing from vulgar speech. 
It should be * any wise,* not * any ways:' wise, advelrbiaUy used, 
signify ing mode, or manner: as likervisey in like manner; no wise, in 
no manner: often also written, no-ways. S. 

f This was writen before the peace of Riswick, which was signed 
in September, 1697. H. 
X Trazenii, Pausan. 1. 2, 

\ The word tim is improperly used here: Sleep is considered as 
one deity, and th& Muses in- a body, cannot, with ^xxy propriety, be 
called another. The word tm) should therefore be omitted, and the 
sentence run thus : * between^which deities,' &c. S. 
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«ag the streets in dirty weather, or a rainy day, he 
would allow it fsir dealing, in folks at their ease from a 
window to criticise his gait, and ridicule his dress at 
-such a juncture. 

In my disposui-e of employments of the brain, I have 
thought fit to make invention the ipaster, and to give 
method, and reason, the office of its lackeys. The cause 
of this distribution was, from observing it my peculiar 
casie, to be often under a temptation of being witty upon 
occasions, where I could be neither wise, nor sound, nor 
any thing to the matter in hand. And I am too much a 
servant of the mpdern way, to neglect any such oppor- 
tunities, whatever pains or improprieties I may be at, to 
introduce, them. For I have observed, that from a la^ 
borious collection of seven hundred thirty-eight flowers, 
and shining hints of the best modem authors, digested 
with great reading into my book of common-places, I 
have not been able, after five years, to draw, hook, or 
force into common conversation, any more than a dozen. 
Of which dozen, the one moiety failed of success, by 
being dropped among unsuitable company; and the 
other cost me so many strains, and traps, and ambages to 
introduce, that I at length resolved to give it over. 
Now, this disappointment (to discover a secret) I must 
own, gave me the first hint of setting up for an author ;^ 
and I have since found among some particular friendsf 
that it is become a very general complaint, and has pro- 
duced the same effects upon many others. For, I have 
remarked many a towardly word to be wholly neglect- 
ed or despised in discourse, which has passed very 
smoothly, with some consideration and esteem, after its 
preferment and sanction in print. But now, since by the 
liberty and encouragement of the pi'ess, I am gi'own ab- 
8ol^te master of the occasions and opportunities to ex% 
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pose the talents I hare acquired; I already diseov^, 
that the issues of my ekservanjda be^n to grow too large 
for th^ receipts. Therefore, I shall here pause a while, 
till I ifijid, by feeling the world's pulse and my own, that 
it will be (rf* absolute necessity for us both to resume my 
pen^ 



# 



yGgogle 



(187 ) 



THE HISTORY OF MARTIN. 

Giving ad Account of his Departure from Jack, and thet^ 
setting up for themselves, on which Account they were 
obliged to travel and meet many Disasters, findf og no 
Shelter near Peter's Habitation : Martin succeeds in 
the j^orth ; Peter thunders against Martin for the Loss 
of the large Re^'enue he used to recieve from thenc6. 
Harry Huff seiit Martin a Challenge to fight, whidi 
he received; Peter rewards Harry for the pretended 
Victory, which encouraged Harry to huff Peter also. 
With many other extraordinary Adventures of the 
said Martin in several Placies with many considerable 
Persons. 

With a Digression concerning th^ Nature, Usefiilnes^ 
and Necessity of Wars and CtuaiTcb.* ' 



HOW Jack and Martin, being^ parted, set up each 
for himself. How they travelled over hills and dales, 
met many disasters, suffered much from the good cause, 
and struggled with difficuhies and wants, not having 
where to lay their head ; by all finch they afteicward 
proved themselves to be right father's sons, and Pester to 
be spurious. Finding no shelter near Peter's habitation, 
Martin travelled northwards, and finding the Thuringi- 

* Inserted in the early editions of the " Tale of a Tub," under the 
title of * What follows after Sect. IX. in the manuscript j' hut was 
omitted in subsequent editions, by the Dean's direction, in order to 
remove the censure of those who put a construction on it foreign to 
bis design. As in these cooler times ,the whole allegory has been 
justly esteemed, the reader will doubtless be pleased at seeing thtfii 
part of it preserved from oblivioiK N* 
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mns and neighbouring people disposed to change, he set 
up his stage first among them ; where, making it his busi- 
ness to cwy down Peter's powders, plasters, salves, and 
drugs, which he had sold a long time at a dear rate, al- 
lowing Martin none of ^e profit, though he had been 
often employed in recommending and putting them ofT; 
the good people, willing to save their pence, began to 
hearken to Martin's ^eeches. How several great lords 
took the bint and on the same account declared for Mar- 
tin ; particularly «ne, who, not having enough of one 
wife, wanted to marry a second ; and knowing Peter 
used not to grant such licences but at a swinging price, 
he struck up a baigain with Martin, whom he found 
more tractable, and who assured him hf had the same 
power to allow such things. How mos^ of the other 
northern lords, for their own private ends^ withdrew 
themselves and their dependants from Peter's authmity, 
and closed in with Martin. How Peter, enraged at the 
loss of such large territories, and consequently of so much 
revenue, thundered against Martin, and sent out the 
strongest and most terrible of his bulls to devour him ; 
but this having no eflfect, and Martin defending himself 
boldly and dexterously, Peter at last put forth proclama- 
tions, declaring Martin, and all his adherents, rebels and 
traitors, ordafaiing and requiring all his loving subjects 
to take up arms, and to kill, burn, and destroy all and 
every one of them, promising large rewards, Sic. up- 
on which ensued bloody wars and desolation. 

How Harry Huff, lord of Albion, one of the greatest 
bullies of those days, sent a cartel to Martin, to fight him 
on a stage, at cudgels, quarter-staff, back-sword, &c. 
Hence the origin of that genteel custom of prize-fighting, 
so well known and practised to this day among those po- 
lite islanders, though unknown every where else. How 
Martin, b^ing a bold blustering fellow, accepted the chaK 
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lenge ; how they met and fought, to the great diversiou 
of the i^ctatoirs : aod after giving one aa<^her brokea 
heads, and many bloody wounds and bruises, how they 
both drew off victorious ; in which their example has 
been frequently imitated by great clerks and others^ 
since that time. How Martin's fnends applauded his 
victory: and how lord Hairy's friends complimented 
him on the same score ; and particularly lord Peter» who 
sent him a fine feathei* for his cap, to be worn by him 
and his successors, as a, perpetual mai*k for his bold de- 
fence of lord Peter's cause. ' How Harry, flushed with 
his jHretended victory over Maitin, began to huff Peter 
also, and at last downright quaiTelled with him about a 
wench. How some of lord Harry's tenant^ ever fond 
of changes, began to talk kindly of Mai*tin, for which he 
mauled them soundly ; as he did also those that adhei^ed 
to Peter. How he turned some out of house and hold, 
others he hanged or burnt, &c. 

How Harry Huff, after a deal of blustj^ring, wench- 
ing and bullying, died, and was succeeded by a good-na- 
tured boy, who, giving way to the general bent of his te* 
nants, allowe^i-MaftfajX notions to spread every where^ 
and take'deep root in Xlbien* How, after his deaths 
the farm fell into the hands of a ladjr, who, was violently 
in love with Lord Peter. How shib purged the whole 
country with fire and sword, resolved not to leave the 
name or remembrance of Martin. How Peter triumphed^ 
and set up shops again, for selling his own powders, 
plasters, and salves, which were now called the only true 
ones, Martin's being all declared counterfeit. How great 
numbei-s of Martin's friends left the country, ^md, travel- 
ling up aiid down in foreign parts$ grew acquainted with 
many of Jack's followers, and took a liking to many of 
their notions and ways, which they afterwards brought 
back into AlbioOy now under another landlady, more mo- 
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derate and more cunning than the former. How she en- 
deavoured to keep friendship bolh with Peter and Mar- 
tin, and trimmed for some time between the two, not 
without countenancing and assisting at the same time ma- 
ny of Jack's follower?; but, finding no possibility of re- 
conciling all the three brothers, because each would be 
master, and allow no other salves, powders, orplastei^ 
to be used but his own, she discarded all three, and set up 
a shop for those of her own farm, ^w%tl furnished with 
powders, plasters, salves, and all other drugs, necessary, 
all right and, true, composed according to receipts made 
by phy^cians and apothecaries of her own creating, 
which they extracted out of Peter's, and Msortin's, and 
Jack's receipt-books^ and of this medley or hodgepc^e 
made up a< dispensatory of their own ; strictly forfoi<{- 
ding any other to be used, and particularly Peter's, 
from which the greatest part of tMs new dispensatory 
was stolen. How the lady, farther to confirm this change, 
wisely imitating her father, degraded Peter from the rank 
he pretended as eldest brother : and set up herself in his' 
place, as head of the family, ztid ever after wore her fa- 
ther's old cap, with the fine feather iie had got from Pe^ ' 
ter for standing his friend : which has likewise been worn, 
with no small ostentation, to this day, by all her succes- 
sors, though declared enemies to Peter. How lady Bess 
and her physicians, being told of many defects and im> 
perfections in their new medley dispensatory, resolve on 
a failher alteration, and to purge it from a great deal Of 
Peter's trash, that still remained in it ; but were prevent- 
ed by her death. How she was succeeded by a North- 
country farmer, who pretended great skill in the ma*- 
naging of farms, though he could never govern his owa 
poor little fanq, nor yet this large new one after he got it. 
How this new landlord, to show his valour and dexterity, 
fought against enchanters, weeds, gismts, and wind-mills. 
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and claimed great honour for his victories, though he ofl- 
time» b-«h-t himself irhen there was no danger. How 
tiis successor, no wiser than he, occasioned great disor- 
ders by the new methods he took to manage his farms. 
How he attempted to estabUsh in his northern farm, the 
same dispensatory used in the southern, but miscarried, 
because Jack's powders, pills, salves, and plasters, were 
there in great vogue. 

How the Author finds himself embarrassed for having 
introduced into his History a new sect, different from 
the three he had undertaken to treat of; and how his in- 
violable respect to the sacred number three, obliges him 
to reduce these four, as he intends to do all other 
things, to that number ;* and for that end <o drop the 
former Martin, and to substitute in his place lady Bess's 
institution, which is to pass under the name of Martin 
in the sequel of this true History. This weighty point 
being cleared, the author goes on, and describes mi^ty 
quarrels and squabbles between Jack and Martin ; how 
sometimes the one had the better, and sometimes the 
other, to the great desolatimi of both farms, till at last 
both sides concur to hang up the laefdlord, who pretend- 
ed to die a martyr for Martin, thbugh he had been true 
to neither side, and was suspected by many to have a 
great affection for Peter. 



* ' A panegxrieai Essay upoa the number Threk^ is among the 
^eatifles advertised at the beginDiog of The Tale of a Tub. N. 
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A DIGBESfllON ON THE NATURE, trSEFULN£8S» AND NE- 
CESSITY OF WARS AND aUARRELS. 

' This being a matter of great consequence, the author 
intends to treat it methodically, and at large, in a trea- 
tise apart, and here to give only some hints of what his 
large treatise contains. The state of war, natural to all 
creatures. War is an attempt to take by violence from 
others, a part of what they have, and we want Eveiy 
man, fully sensible of his own merit, and fii>ding it not 
duly regarded by others, has a natural right to take from 
tliem all that he thinks due to himself; and every crea 
ture, finding its own wants more than those of others, 
has the same right to take every thing its nature requires. 
Brutes, much more modest in their pretensions this way, 
than men ; and mean men more than great ones. The 
higher one raises his pretensions this way, the more 
bustle he makes about them; and the more success he 
has, the greater hero. Thus gi-eater souls, in proportion 
to their superior merit, claim a greater right to take every 
thing from meaner folks. This the true foundation of 
grandeiu' and heroism, and of the distinction of degrees 
among men. War therefore necessary to establish sub- 
ordination, and to found cities, kingdoms, &c. as also to 
purge bodies politic of gross humoiurs. Wise princes 
find it necessary to have wars abi*oad, to keep peace at 
home. War, famine, and pestilence, the usual cures for 
corruptions in bodies politic. A comparison of these 
three. The Author is to write a panegyric on each of 
them. The greatest part of mankind love war more 
than peace. They are but few and mean spirited that 
live in peace with all men. The modest and meek c^ 
all kinds, always a prey to those of more noble or 
stronger appetites. The inclination to war universal : 
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Those that cannot, or dare not make war in person, em* 
ploy others to do it for them. This maintains bullied, 
bravoes, cut-tluroats, lawyers, soldiers, &c. Most profes- 
sions would be useless if all were peaceable. Hence , 
brutes want neither smiths nor lawyers, ma^strates nor ^ 
joiners, soldiers nor surgeons. Brutes, having but nar- 
row appetites, are incapable of carrying on, or perpetuat- 
ing war against their own species, or of being led out in" 
troops and multitudes to destroy one another. These 
prerogatives proper to man alone. The exceHency of 
human nature demonstrated, by the vast train of appe- 
tites, passions, wants, &c. that attend it. This matter to 
^ be more fiiUy treated in the Author's Panegyric on Maii- 
Idnd. 
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HISTORY OF MARTIN. 

How Jack, bayiog got rid of the oM landlord^ set up 
another to his mind^ quarrelled with Martin, and turned 
him out of doors. How he pillaged all his sh<^ and 
abolished the whole dispensatory. How the new land- 
lord laid about him, mauled Peter, worried Martin, and 
made the whole neighbourhood tremble. How Jack'^ 
friends fell out among themselves, split into a thousand 
parties, turned all things topsytiurvy, till every body grew 
weary of them ; and at last, the blustering landlictrd dyipg^ 
Jack was kicked out of doors, a new landlord brought in, 
and Martin re-established. How this new landlord let 
Martin do what he pleased, and Martin agreed to eveij 
thing his pious landlord desired, provided Jack might be 
kept low. Of several efforts Jack made to i^aise up his 
head, but all in vain till at last the landlord died, and 
was succeeded by one who was a great friend to Peter$ 
who, to humble Martin^ gave Jack some liberty. How 
Martin grew enrageii at this, called in a foreigner, and 
turned out the landlord ; in wliich Jack concun'ed with 
Msa-tin, because this landlord was entirely devoted to 
Peter, into whose arms he threw himself, and left his 
country. How the new landloixi secured Martin in the 
full possession of his former rights, but would not allow 
him to destroy Jack, who bad always been his friend. 
How Jack got up his head in the north, and put himself 
in possession of a whole canton, to the great discontent 
of Martin^ who, finding also thai some of Jade's friends 
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were allowed to live and get their bread in the south 
parts of the country, grew highly discontent with the 
new landlord l^e had called in to iiis assistance. How 
this landlord kept Martin in order, upon which he fell 
into a ragiBg fever, and swore he would hang himself, or 
join in with Peter, unless Jack's children were all turned 
out to starve. Of several attempts made to cure Martin, 
and make peace between him and Jack, that they might 
amte against Peter; but all made inefTectual 1)y the 
great address of a number of Peter's friends, that herded 
attiong Martin's, and appeared the most zealous for his 
interest. How Martin, getting abroad in his mad fit, 
looked so like Peter in his air and dr^ss, and talked so 
like him, that many of the neighbours could not distin- 
guish the one from the other; especially when Martin 
went up and down strutting in Teter's armour, which he 
liad bonowed to fight Jack. What remedies were used 
to cure Martin's distemper, * * * * * 

Here the Author being seized with a fit of dulness (to 
which he is very subject) after having r^ad a poetical 
epistle addressed to ***, it entirely composed his senses^ 
so that he has not writ a line since. 

N. B. Some things that follow after this are not in the 
MS. but seem to have been wiitten since, to fill up the 
place of what was not thought convenient then to prints 
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Ths Author, having laboured so lopg, ^Ild donie 4so 
much to aearve and instruct the puh^c^ witbont'^tj .94? 
yanta^ to himself, has at last tliought of a jm^pjejct^ wJMiJi 
vin tend to the great benefit of all manjdnd, .stndproi^hjiice 
a handsome revenue to the author. He intends tqpieiiit 
by subscription, in ninet^-sSx large volumes in foUot .an 
exact description of Terra AustraUs ^M>o^n^ coUected 
with great care and pains from nine hundred and ninety- 
pme learned and pious authors, of undoubted vei^acii^. 
The whole work, illustrated with maps and cuts a^g^ree- 
able to the subject, and done hj the be^ mastery will 
cost but one guinea each volume to subscriJbers, ooe 
guinea to be paid in advance, andaftenrardsaguineaon 
receiving each volume, except the bst. This work will 
be of great use for all men, and necessary for all iiamiliei^ 
because it contains exact accounts of all the pix>viBees» 
colonies, and mansions, of that spaciocis country, where, 
\lf a general doom, aU transgressors of the law are to foe 
traoq[Xuled: and every one having this work maychoQsq 
out the fittest and best place for himself, there being 
enough for all, so as every one shall be fiilly satisfied. 

The author supposes tfiat one copy of this work wilt 
be bought at the public charge, or out of the parish-ratos^ 
for ever^ parish-church in the three kingdoms, and in all 
At dominions thereunto belonging. And that every 
family that can command ten pounds per annum, even 
though retrenched trotii less necessary expenses, will sub- 
«cribe for one. He does not think of giving out above 
nine voluinee yearly : and, considering the number re- 
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qukite, he iotends to print at least one hundred thousand 
for the first edition. He is to print proposals against 
next term, with a specimen, and a ctirious map of the 
capital city, with its twelve gates, from a known author^ 
who took atrexact ftifV^ bf it in a dream. Conddenng 
the great care and pains of the author, and the usefulness 
of the work, he hopes every one will be ready, for their 
own gioodas wen «s his, to contribute cheerfully to it, and 
not grudge him the profit he may have by it, especially 
if it comes to a third or fourth edition, as^he expects it 
will very soon. 

He doubts not but it will be translated into foreign lan- 
guages, by most nations of Europe, as well as of Asia and 
Afiica, being of as great Use to all those nations as to his 
own; for this reason he designs to procure patents and 
privileges for securing the whole benefit to himself, from 
all thc»e different princes and states; and hopes to see 
mfiiny millions of this great work printed, in those different 
countries and languages, before his death. 

After this business is pretty well established, he has. 
promised to put a friend on another project almost fts, 
"good as this; by establishing insurance offices every 
where, for securing people fi-om shipwreck, and several . 
other accidents in their voyage to this country; and 
these offices s&all furnish, at a certain rate, pilots we}l 
yerseA in the route, and that know all the rocks, shdve% . 
quicksands, &c. that such pilgrims and travellers may be 
eii^osed to. Of these he knows a great number ready . 
idstructed in most countries: but the whole scheme of 
this matter he is to draw up at large, and communicate Uk 
h&'6iend. ....:/ 

... , ^^0 fn4s the.^^^ump r 
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A . - 

FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT 

OV TBS 

BATTLE 

FOUGHT LAST FRIDAY, 

BETWEEN THE 

ANCIENT AND THE MODERN BOOKS 
IN ST. JAM£S'S LIBRARY.* 



♦Dr. Swifl'8 plan of the " Battle of the Books in the King's Libra- 
ry-,*^ was taken from a very ingenious Freifch tract in 12ino, intitu- 
led^ ^ Hiistoire Poe'tique de la Guerre noayellement dec]ar€e entre let 
Anciens et les Modeiiis.*' See Oent. Mag. vol. XL. p. Id9. N. 
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Though I revereace those men of AAcIent time,. Chat either Imfe 
*#ritteii troth pcn^ttouily, or get « in vay better wajr to find it out 
owwlfM ; ]r«t t^ tite antiqiiitr itetf Hhtiik>aotil^g due 9-ftirif #^ 
will reverence ike a^e, the prcptnt is the oldeit. Jf th« j^tH^Mk^W 
the writer, I am not sure, that generally tfaef to whom such honour 
it giveBv were more ancient when they wrote than I am that an 
vntii^. Bai,ifitb« weUfMinildered, the praise of «tti!i«itaiithbn 
proceecb not from the reverence fbor the dea4,>bat AtH» itie (Q«mNB& 
.tion and mutual envy of the living.'^ Hobbis. MS^JPaU. 
> ^*l have very lately been authentically informed, that Swift used 
to be mortified at Sir William Temple*ft freqaent ettuore atid co6- 
tempt of burlesque writings; and was much hurt«itJthelMMP4l^ 
g>apb of Sir WilUa»*s Essay upon Ancient and Modern.Leaming ; 
where he says, * I wish the vei& of ridiculing all thalt is serious and 
good, all.hoittvr wnd vktne, ab w«fi as leaning and >iely, mayliit^ 
QO worse effect on any state ; it is the itch of our age and elimmle-; 
and has overrun both the court and the stage, enters a house of lordis 
and commAni at boldly a^ a coflbe-hoose ; debates of couttcif, as wikll 
Wi jgriar9lt»: p^nversatioa-; aid I have known, in »y Nfli, nidrfrdaii 
-one or two raiaistera of staie, titat woidd rather iuaro said » wiltr 
thing, than have done a wise one ; and made the company laugh, 
, rather than the kingdom rejoice.** Db. Wahton. 
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THE BOOKSELLER TO THE READER. 

The following discourse, as it is unqaestionably of 
the trnme anthor, so it seems to hare been written about 
the sune time with the foirmer ; I mean, the year 1697, 
w%en the femons dispute was on foot about Ancient and 
M^iBrp Leartiliig^ The .coi^troreisy took iU: lise fipm 
mi^maj^^'Bit WiUiftti^TeBipleV uponthot s«ftj^'; 
'^M*''!!** iiriswcf^d by W. Wotton, B: 1>. trfft.an ap- 
peX^d^by iOr. Bi^ntley, endeayouiing to destroy the ore* 
^dMiofiSflop^ and Fhfdiffid for aittb<»i^ whom Str ^l^llttfli 
'®e»|^€%«d'to'thiJ essay befote-mentioned highly com^ 
meiKled. In^tha^ appendix, the Doctor &lls hard iip(H2 I 
i new :^tldn lof Phalaris, put out by ^e hotiottrttbie / 
Clmias'doyl^ l?btf earl of Orrery, tbtrbich Mr. Boyle/ 
reptied at laige with gi-eat learning and wit; and the' 
Doctor- YolnmiBmisiy rtjoined. Ih-uMb dispute, the 
t&WQ highly resented to $^6 a person of Sir' Wlffiam 
Temple's character and merits, roughly used by the two 
jreisferend geolkraen aforesaid, and without any mamier 
i]f prott)eathm. At length, there appearing no end of 
tile quarrel, our author tells us, that the BOOKS in.St.. 
James's library, looMAg upon themselves as parties prin^ 
cipally concenied, took up the controvei-sy, and cam» 
to a decisive battle ; but the manuscript, by the injury 
of fortune or weather, being in several places imperfect* 
we cannot learn to which side the victory felL 

I must warn the reader to beware of applying to per- 
sons, what is here meant only of books in the most literal 
sense. So, when Virgil is mentioned^ we are not to un- 
derstand the person of a famous poet called l^ that 
name ; but oidy certain sheets of paper bound up in 
leather, containing in print the works of the said poetr i 

and so of the rest* 

i2 
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THE PREFACE OF THE AUT&OR: 

Satirb is a sort of glass/* irhereib beholden do f^De^ 
rallj discover every body's face but their own; which 
is the chief reason for that kind reception it meets with 
•in the worid, and that so very few are offeiided witft H 
Btit tf it should happen othernte, ^tiieiiiy r'fa smU 
$;reat; and I have leamed, from tockgexpeHcma;, iMinIr 
to apprehend mischief from those undenstaa^Sing^ I h^eK 
been able to provoke : for, anger and Ibry^ tlMii^.tbeg^ 
tidd strength to the sinews of the body,- yet are immd-kf 
relax those of the mind ; and to render ail ita-effiala fe^ 
tde and impotent. ♦ - 

There is a brain ^at will endure but t>Be sciOBiiiii^^.* 
let the owner gather it with discretion^ and manage Ws 
^tle stock with husbandry ; but, of all things let ham 
beware of biin^g it under the lash of his betters; -be- 
tause, that will make it all bubble up into impertioenit^ 
*aad he will find no new supply. Wit, without luiow^ 
ledge, beiog a aort of dream, wMeh gathei^in a night Ii9- 
the top, and by a skilful hand may be soon whipped i»- 
to froth : but once scummed away, what appears under- 
neath win be fit for nothing, but to he thrown to Uie 
hogs. 

* ^ioee^very man is fond of his own face, why should you, wheo 
w^hold it, break the glass? Ethjireck. "^ V, 
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A KUIiLr AND TRUE ACCOUNT, Ac. 



yyTHOEVfiR examia^ witk due c]raiii]q[)6ctioii>« 
iMo^e ttBiBiml reottds of Time,^ idll find it remar)(;ed> 
tii)i(?ir8r>^^ ctnbi <tf pridej and pride the davg^^^^^i^ ^ 
vieliefl: thfi.&nner of ^viiich as^eitioiis maj be soon grant-- 
<df'biitMi&e caoDot flo easily 8ttl)8Qribe to the latter : for- 
pHdel» nearlf related to he^say aod vaut, either bj 
jf^her or mother, and sometiraes by both; and, to speak 
naturally, it very seldom happens among inen to fall out^ 
lActf 4ril1iave enough ; ievaslons usually trayeUiog fronji ' 
Aortib to souths; that is to say, from pov^y to plen^. 
IPbe nio^ aneieni and. natural grounds of quairelfr, ar^ 
kbSt and avarice; wMcbj though we may allow to bp' 
Itet^ireo, or collateral branches of pride, %*e certainly 
the ifliBues <^ \i%int For, to speak.in the pbraa^ of wnt^p^ 
tipon p<^tic8^ we may observe in. the repui)lic of dc^ 
which ibits original seemfttobean institutiion of the- 
dmny, diat the whole state is ever in the profounde^t 
{)eace, after a fcdl meal: and that civil broils ^nse among * 
diem, when it happens for one great bone to he seized obi 
by some leading dog4 who either divides it among the 
few and then it falls to an oligardiy, or keeps it to h!m-> 

* Riches prodttce pridfe 5 prkit k war*s ground, ifc: Vid. Ephem., 
4e Mary Clarke J opt. edit— now called Wing'8 Sheet Almanackj- 
and printed for the Company of Sta^ners. H. 

f'ThJB is iingramiHfatical ; it should- be * it very seldom -happens 
flpmoug men, that they fallout,' 4?cv S/ . 

X ,Thi8 mode of expression is bald, and not reconcilable to graoL:^ 
mar : i^should be, *^hen it happens that one g^reat bone is seiied an.- 
hy some leading dog,' ifc^ S. 
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204 . THS BATTLIi pV TlKEiBQQiail; . 

self, aDd,t)ieiiU ni^ up taa tp»sm^. 'The smm ieaaolb^ . 
ins also holds filace amoqg tbeiB^:.bi 4hq0e.(yfl9e»t|w»i< 
we behold^ upoo « fawifRgcetiogr ki>9iB|r.of ^h^>|9iR9t9. 
For» the right of possession Ipng in amaiQV^ {itifcif^ , 
impossible to estabUsb a pi»pei^ m so delkiU^iiiCafi^} 
jeal(^es wA siu^icioos do so abouBf]^; that the. ^ha]|$ 
commonwealth of that street, isrcduct^ .ta^n piafi^ifesl 
stake of war« ^ e^ety jMugi^ against eT«3i^.C]tipM|;»i<il. 
flMB6 one of moce coDrag^ GOjkhtfst^ or fovtiw^ tl^^MJ^ 
r&^ mm and eog^i^ tbe pri2^< np^a wMfih j^^iii^ll^. 
arises pkiHj of heart^mroibigi a^d ^vy^ ai^isD^lMRi 
s^aiost tho l^Kf^y deg. Again* if wa Iq^Oi^ :Mpgp:««7 ^^ 
' Aese cepHbfies eqpged in a foreign, was, ^itW^-tevaf* 
flioD or defence, we shall 'find the same yctngoijiiagr'ifift 
serye, as t^ tte ^mnnds and occasioos of eack; an^th^. 
pover^, or want, in some degree or othca? (wbelh^ jreaV 
or in opimon, which makes no alteration in the ca^e) hab^ 
a ^real shaj^ as weU aa pride> on the pwrtof the aggress 
■9oe* . . . '" 

Kow, Irho^ver .will {dease to take t}iis scibeme* bs^ 
c&her reduce 0t nd«f>i it to an inteUe^ua^^state,^ or cobip 
noiKv^ealth of learnifiig,; will soon diico^^ the first ^^oiui^ 
of disagreement between the iwogreat parties s^tkis time. 
in 9ta»^ andmayjforp jiistc(m€lusi<H;i% upo^ 
of eithe]rcai|se. Bui the i«site or events of this wa^*;Br!a 
net so easy, to am^me^ at :t for, the present ^poa^elis 
so inflamed bj the wann heai^ of eiUier faGtt9% Bsi 
thepreten8ioaisomewbeyeor(4herso^3K>ibkaBi as no^. 
io a^it th|^ least overtures of accommoda^np This 
quarrel first bcfsa), aaJ have h<»wdit sJbmed by(»»oM 

f * Are not so easy to ecmjecture at,' is a strange impropriety of 
ipeecb : the seat^ee would, nmptichbettei^ thus : * Qujt.it is jiot|&. 
MEtf to^ cot^^Ktar^ wliat irJlt Wth^ .issue or events of t)jis ^ajr J ' f--, 
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dwiifci iA tiM Bd|^iteariiood» adbottt' a smJiQ flpM of 

hffl iNMHim; tto li^eBl and IttgMt of iHMi ^ 
8ee«B,' been, time out Waited, in qidet fiosses^eo ofeer-^ 
talafeiilustt; eidtod die andeiits; and fbe other was held 
by' fte-iKKNkros; But tiMe, dSi^io^ tbeh* present sta- 
tiofl^flHi^^fertaiii atel te H B ad m a to tile andentg, cbmpltdti- 
^^Agtmt mSa^nte; hotr the- height of that pfftit of 
Paf&aMD^ (pifte spoiled the pitispeet of theirs, espedalljr 
townfe^tii^ easH^ and thex^bte, to avoid a war, offbred* 
thei» liie dbtrikse of thi^aitenMtHve^ either that the an- 
ci^i^ wooM ptease to renKrre themselves a^ their e& - 
fect% down to-tiie lower siramiii, whidi the moderns 
woald gl»€$oadj» sarreiider to them, arid advaoce inf 
their ^laee : or else the tsM aiidents, will give leave M 
the modi^lis, to cctee* with shovefs and maftocks, and 
lev^ the said hi!); as low as &ey shall think ft conve- 
nient To wtech the ancients made saiswer; how little* 
they expected saeh a message as this, from a colony, 
whM they hiid admitted, out of their own free grace, to 
so iiear a neighbourhood. That, as to Aeir own seat; 
they weue aborigines ti it, and thercfwe to-talkwilh 
tban^ a removal or surrender, was a language they did 
not kfiderstand. That, if the he^t of th& hili on thehr 
side^ shortened the prospect of the moderns, it was a dis- 
ad vantage they could not help ; but desired them to con- 
sider, wbetber that injury (if it be any) were not largely 
reeoidpensed, by thcf shade and shdter it dficnrded them. 
Tliar> as ti» die levelling or digging down, it was Either 
foitf or ig&oramse te> propoi^ it, if thi^ dl4 6r did not' 
know, how that side of the liili w«u» an entire jroek^wbieh^ 
would break their tools and hearts, without axrf damage 

* tTheuce we derive all learning. ^$..Pui^^ j.^...., 
f Fot * in*' read * iafUt» S. 
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20i THE BATTLE OF tTBB BOajSA 

,i»it8elA Thftttlif7muM<ilberc;jbKe«d^^ 
iwtlieir to^raiw Hmr ovra side ri^ the JjaD»>t|iw»-dmia of 
pttlUng doim that <^ the iaoieiiis: v>>tli«fonpi^ivpl widctv 
tt^y W9iikinotoidf ^¥e Uceite,. but also la^rgel^.coii^ 
bute. AU tUs was rejected by the modem?, ^itb^.moch 
iodJigQalion, who still inaiBted upon eue of the tiKO ejjg^ 
dkotot and bo this difi6reo$^turok^,o«t.int|>.» Ify^aiMl 
obstinate war, roaiatained on the ooe part bj .repi^]utio% 
and by tlie coiita|^ of oertaia ieitd^ra f^id ^llij^; J^t 
OQ the other, by the grealD^ of their lumijb^ jupoa all 
defeats affidrdipg contioual recruits. ^ In tl^ ^quarrel, 
whole millets of ink have been esjiauated, a^d tb^ vhU- 
lence of both partjies eiuiiiiiouaLy.auginjented. No]if^,it, 
dMiBt be- here undeiBtood» tb^it ink is th^ great oiis^Tie 
uteapon ia all battles of the learned, which, cpnv^jed 
through a swt of engine called a qi^U,^ iQfinit^ nfmbeiB 
of these are darted at the eimny, by the vi^i^t on^eadi 
aide, with equal skill and Tiolence, .as if, it. were an eo-. 
gagement of parciqnne^. This maligjaant liquor was com- 
pounded by the ei^ineer who invented it, of two wgce-^ 
4ieQtB,. which are^gall aad copperas; by its bitterness and 
¥enoni to suit in some decree, aai*^ as to lomenl, die 
genius of the combatants. And as the Grecians after au 
engagement, when they could not agree about the vic- 
tory» were wont ta set up trophies on both s|d^s, thi^, 
beaten party being content to be at the same exp^en^? t^, 
keep itself in countenance (a laudable and ancient cus- 
tom, hapirily revived rf lat|^ ia the art of war ;) sa the. 
leaimed, after a sharp and bloody dispute, do on both 
sides hang, out their trophies too, whichever conies by the 
wocit... Xhcfije. trophies haYejlaigely inscribed on them 
the merits of the cause : a fiill impartial account of such 
a battle, and how the victory fell dearly to the party 
that set them up. They are Icnowu to the world under 
several names ; as, disputes, arguments, rejoindirs^ Irief 
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jMf&ks, €4»ffaMkm.' F«r»a vwy few days tke^ »» 

rep^^esettfeaH^^ ibrppftsgiB^rBto gasse at; whence the 
difefe^ and largest are retmyml to eevtain magazliiei, 
thcrf cid\ UHhrdries, thereto remain in a quarter puvpcxMtljr 
a«s%ifed them, and tbenoeiforth begin tot>e called books- 



' fir these bookg la wonderfiilly in&tilled and preaerved 
tfifle spfeit of each warrior, while he is aUve; and after 
Mb death, ills soul tranami^ates there,t to in(brm thenn 
This, at least, IS the more common oph^on; butll^efieve 
It IS with fibrariee as with other cemeteries ; where some 
j^losophers affin)a, thatatsertain spirit, which they calY 
khjkum h&ndmSy hovers over {he monument, till die ho^ 
Is c<nTUpte<), and turns to dust, or to worms, hot then- 
"Danishes (k dissolves; so we may say, a restless sphit 
haunts over every hook, till dust or worms have seized 
upon it; which to some may happen in a few day% but 
to others later : and therefore books' of conftroversy, bet- 
ing, of all others, haunted by the most disorderly spirits^ 
have always been confined in a separate lodge ircMn the 
riest ; and for fear of a mutual violence against each oUier, 
It was thought prudent by our ancestors to bind th^n to 
the peace with strong iron chains. Of whieh inventiont 
the original occasion was this. When the works of' 
Scotus first came out, they were carried to a certain li- 
brary, and had lodgings appointed them; but this autiier- 
was no sooner settled, than he went^to visit his master, 
Aristotle; and there both concerted together to seize- 
Plato by main force, and turn him out irom his ancient. 

♦ Their title-pages. H. 

f The word '-flierc' i« here improperly. uscd> -it should be 
♦"tbither.' S. 
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2af THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS. 



atttMiMMi) of die lupvaat^ almdi'beiMlcyiM^i^ 



% Br tH» espede&t, tfaepvhHD peiw olJiiNParmJViii^ 
cMiioibf feanre htea prcsorved, tf » aew ip6iiaK^cf :iSMr 
MvenW liooliB liad iiol aroi^ ^ ltte^;petiii^' 
iMaHMMiiMttgBaiilsiMt, from tlie mv 
ttomd betmestke leuroed, about tile faig^ attnit tf 

PWDftSiUB. 

WIh» liKse ba>k» vei^^int adimtled latotlie^f^^ 
libraries, I renember to hav«e soid, npatfieeMm^/iib 
sevsrsl pesseiKeo&cariied, bow I wm sHt&^ie^ iMvid 
deate taHnten^Hsrever Uiej came, tmlesB a -wwl4of'4aie* 
weretakeo: and Uierefore I advised, tliBtdie«ittBQiiei^ 
of eaeb side Aould be €oo]ded together, w o&^me 
idlxed^ tiiKt^'IBB&the bleiidkig^of CQiilratj poifl(«% tbtiir 
DM^gfliitf roi^ be en^loyed among theimselTes^ JM 
it ieena^ I wav adAer ao ill profdiet, nor an Si cofuuel- 
lor; faritiraiiiothk^^ebuttfaene^betof Aifrciatiaoi^ 
irbidi gave oceanon totbe tecrible %ht thai hapj^eoed- 
oil Friday last^ between the andent kbA modem bo^ei». 
in tbe Kitig's library. Now, because the talk' of (hb; 
battle ia «D fresh 10 e^ery body's moiftb, and Ae esqpecto^. 
tion of the town so great to be mfbrmed in tfae.qpailSci^ 
lata; I^ beiag pDsaesaed c^ 9& qftmHfib^ieaa ilqniflile 
io an Mrtoiaai], said retaiaed^by neiUiervpaiity^ haver 
resolved to comply wi^ the urg^t importiuiity of my 
friends^ by writlBgiiowo a^fidl k^>ar(lai acconat hev^ 
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THB BATTLE OF THE BOOKS: 2M 
The gundisB iif theEegal Librarj, rpcnoo of great 

vonring teelbib up, was cnneHj olMrtieted by Ub^ 
loribfpf^cigH «B^ lBiideiM7io«tu«b^lii»<«Mlts«^ii 
cpariftt^ to':iMpAtiM9e ef (te noten party aie wtHme 

tioB^ia^iMBBdeiAd sglKty^ and eMecive ^nduv-ioa U||^ 
iMrihBiii.toiD08Dt; bat^kire^iciB{^to pnctkefdiaMfVior 
a ndgii^iffesfiiire aboat didr poBterion awl tfadrhHlR 
Bii*iBg^^dinr&iled in faia dcrigd, tlM Saappeiateddanb 
pimiriMae ft-eivrt raooottr^ Ae andtataf wMdi fa» re^ 
sMMdrta^ratify, by sioiiuiglillBaari^of l^ibMirto 
dMiibdoifei ^ their ftdrenaciess and lodf^ theni^ kr the 
ftism*: 8^M(xttient9; when nA duf aaaie tiffie, nrfittevwr 
hMk had the bateau to own ilaelf Ibrtt advocaitt o( 
the aode&ts^ was bntied alive ia rosie^taMnrtf c«RMi$ 
and'threatene^iqMmtb^ least diiepleaaiuN^ !• bemmed 
oiiii# doors; Besides^ it so happeneti Ifank iAmqI ttdtf 
ihBe -diefe was a atrange eooiiiaiOQ of plaoe, among all 
die bad» in the fibnrry; for vUch^ aevei<al leaiMma 
ir«ie aflngoed. Some ur^uted it to a great heap of 
lottmed dast^'^faich a^perFerae nrlBdbkv niT £r«B a 
ahaif cff' ii»deros» into the keeper's eyes. Ofhtta affinok 
edy^hafaadithaimnirto'pick the ironnsoat<rftfa^s€hod« 
mmy oodsvafiow them i«8h. and iaath^; iHiereof some 
Mlt^NHthiaapieeD, and some dhnbed t^isto hia hoa^ 

*.71ie Jumoonilble. MiL-B^Ic^ in ^OBprdacci t» hip «(Utibii of 
JPkalarii^ w^yw^ he was rduierf • aMiuucript Iqr tbe Ubraiy-^ccper, 
C|9if« (i. e. MSS.) tdUriortm ttpiam, BiUitOuecaius ex mi BumrnJi 

»^knts were Plialaris and i&op. H. 
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ilO TKE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS. 

to tke ^leat ptrtiolMifiiiii of botlfc Ami litttif, otlnn 
ottiiitaiiied^ tkit bjr wiiking uMiclriBtii^daxiL abMri; tiie 
Uhmjr, lie inid quite lost the <dtiitttioD <tf it oitk of' fais 
head; aad Iherefere, in repladog Ins bool^ lie^ifBs «pt 
tanufltake, aod eia|> Des Cftftes nffKttOf Aratofe^ fHM» 
Halo had^ betwa^ Hobbes and the S^rai Wise j^^ 
in, aad Viigil was heamod io with OrydeD ^ab. out 
Mde,iaQd Widien OB the other. 
' Meaa while tfaoee books* that weie^ adroeatea-te Urn 
nodems, choieeat one bmammag ihrnkt ternahe a^iioi- 
geem through the whde lib^iy, examiuotiie naabatimd 
wHteagth of their party, and eoDcM thoir aiiyia. TUi 
moMei^er perfoimed M tidoga v^^ inchtttrieiidgrt -«ad 
brought baek with him a list of thear fosccft iii'^an#^ 
thousand, «oosisthig.'Chkfly'Of ligiht-bofae$ heiMpy-ansai 
foot, and mefcenaries: wbereof the fof^t w«re ia^GomA 
but swrily armed, and worse clad 4 diek^ h<N»ea larger 
but eaitremely out of case and heart ; hopeveiv soaie^few, 
¥f tradtog among the ancients, had^nidiedtheoisehies 
tolerably enough. 

l/Hrile^things were in ^is fenneitt, d&coi^ grew ea^ 
tremel)* high; hot words passed on bol^ sides, and. ill 
blood was pieptiluUy bred« Here a adiilaiy awa^Eit^ 
squeezed up among a whole shelf of modema, <^ered 
fidriy todispute the case, and to prove by manifest rea- 
son, that the priority was due to them, from long posatii? 
non; and* in regard of their prudenoe,. antiquity, and 
ttoove all, their great merits toward the modenis. Buit 
these denied the premises, and seemed very mi¥sh :to 
wonder, hiyw Ae ancients could pretend to insist upon 
tbehr antiquity^ wfaeuit was so plain {M tbe^ went to 

* There 19 aa aisbigiBitx in tln» expreniw fromthe arra|ig«meiit|i/ 
the eentence, which might thus be removed : * whereof the foot were 
in genetal hot sorrily armed, and worse clad: the horses of the dL- 
rahy were large,' &c. i ». 
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tliat> th«t the aiodesna tiasre maeh Ae tnore a»4s»^i£t of 
Ifete two. - Afir te anjrdiiii^tions^thejr oi^ed: to tile am 
dttots, Aej: reaoum^ tkeu'all. . ^« lik tine," said th^^ 
^^iM%»Ase iafoBned, some few of oiu'^^j bave been so 
mean astohonow theursuboat^ice from f ou; bnlHibe rest, 
iofifiite]^ tfafrgveateir mnnber (aad ^spocially we Frencft 
Md Jgwjtofe) 4rei0fie far ^emaiwxjpaog low base an «k« 
MDi^ that tbere never fiiBBed, tiH^lm very lioiur, vis 
4»tinis»betnFeeB. US. Fov, our hones were c^ our own 
hn^iagy^ourarms of mm owafergiag,.-and«iir>cletlies 
oi^'OST own cutling oat and aew^." Plato was by 
ckance^tip; tm the- next shelf, and observing ihoselbal 
ipake.4or bedn.the ragged plight mentiooed a while ago; 
DiCflrfjades 4e«B ajid foundered, their woapoos of rotten 
kmiA, 0enr amomr ntsty, and iiotfamg hut rags uader? 
fieatft'4' he laughed loud, and In his.pleosant wayswove^ 
"•by Lr-.-^ he belieyed them«" 

, • "Ntmy the moderns had not proceeded in. their h^ ne^ 
gotiation with, secrecy enoo^ to escape the no^oe of 
the enemy. For those advocates, whohsAib^uu the 
quarrel) hy setting first on foot the dispute of lurecedeOr 
cy, tsdked so loud of coming to a battle, that Sir William 
Tem^e happened to overhear them,- and gave immediate 
intdligence to the ancients; whoi^ thereupcaa, drew up 
their scattered troops together, resolving to act upon 
the. defensive t upon which, several of the moderns fled 
6ver to.th<^ party, and among the rest. Temple himself^ 
!rhis Temple, having been educated and long conversed 
among the ancients, was, of all the modems, their great* 
est 'favourite, and became their greatest diampioo. > 

Things were at this crisis, when a material accid^it 
fell out. For, upon the highest comer of a laige win- 
dow, there dwelt a certain spider, swollen up to the first 

* According to the modern paradox. Originat, . . 
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pagoHade bj. the 4«8ti«ct]f»of wAfiHawBoainetm^tii^ 
ixrfaoBe spoib toy mtteied beface thegatea oC. Uft-pittlan^ 
l&e fauQiaii iKmet before the c»ne of soaie grati : 1%» 
avetmes to his castle were guarded vkb iarapakm md 
patisadoea, all after the modem way of fottSficatkftu 
After 70U had pasaed severaljeQurt% 7011 came to-- Uee 
ceatre^ whexeio jou mji^t beh<dd the coBstabte^iniiMtf 
m hk own lo^^;ii]|g% which ha4 window^ fixKitaag to eudi 
ayenue, and .ports to salfy ou^ opoa att taeoaidmwof 
prey or defence. . In tibda maoaioii be bad fee some tiSDe 
dwelt in peace and i^n^, wkhepi 4laiigevvto inpewKH 
by swallows from ^ove» or to his pabce^by fasaoiafttoo 
bebw: when it was the pleasure of J^irlHae loeondiisl 
thither a waoderiiq^ bee,, to whoi^ ciiriKiaitf mimibea 
pane in the glaaa had discoveEfBd itsj^i; aadia^he wcoi^ 
wfaeieespatiatioga whil^ he at JasI happened, to'-ali^ 
upon, one of the outward walls of tfae'i^derVcithdel; 
which, yiddijsg to jtheiipequal weight; aunlB dennt to tte 
very foundation. . Thiice he, en^aifoaredtto fofoe Ua 
pflBsage, and thrice the cent|» (^KKidE* The spider wMiHi, 
£Detiogthe terrible conyujision, supposed atJ»t, ^Mm^ 
ture was approaching to her ficud disaoluliOB; or etee, 
that Bubehvif^ w}th aU bis-leg^ons^ wa^eotne td r0V«nge 
the death of niany thouaandaof Ma sidiject^i^ wlimn bis 
enemy had slain and deyouied HoweyeTj he Meii^h 
▼aliantty resolved to issue for^^ and meet his fiHe. 
Mean while the bee had actpikted himself of Us ixH^ 
and posti^ securely a^ some didtanee^ wl» emptoyedia 



remnants of the cobweb* By this tiaie'the spMer wild 
adyenUnred out, when^bdifikfeig the ehasatt^ ^i0iiiiB^ 
and dilapidations of his fortress, be was^yery ueffr altls 

. , , ♦TbaHcbwirgodbf^ai. MS. Fatii '' 
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nWMdadi^ hB mi^iin^ «yd' swore Hke a madmaD, isin^ 
snHeiltlli/ h&i^^rj^iy to tiiii^: At fengfl), emBtlDg his 
^ItipoH'^tisie ^ttise, tod' wisely gathering causes from 
Qt!«ati^'^fartliey'toew each other by rfght) " A plag^e 
mpiilyott;^^ said he, ^fnw a giddy sou of a whore ; is it 
jou with';a vviigetn^ that have made this litter here ? 
odaltliabt yoa k)ok lifeforfe you, and be d— n'd ? do jm 
i\AB^ 1 4a«te nothing else to do (Sai the devil's name)i)ut 
te^metti^aad i^^air after your arsef"-^** Good words,' 
frieiidi,'^ isaid tl^ bee (fafltving now phiued himself, and 
hsaas ^^9lloaBd i^ droll) ^^FU gite you my hand dnd 
w«Bd't0«iMiienear your keimdi no more ; I was DeveTin 
^il«b»«»Bfounied padkle i&ice I was born/'— *<^m*ah," 
rt|dled%i^«^c9S *^ if H were not for breaking an old 
dtttOB iB(0Br fsxMjj neyer to sfSr abroad against aii ene- 
fin^ JiBhndd €9Bie and teifediy«li better manners.^ — ^^ I 
pray^ hsre p«tii»M^'' said the bee, •^or you'll spend 
yMifaidbateiice^laidlbraa^I see, you «ay stand in 
ntiiA of it all, toward thei^^air dfyour house.'*— 
^' Bii0Ke, nogue,'^ re}di€d t}ieiq)ider, ^y«t, tnethinks you 
shoidd ifaaTe mtne respeet to a person, i^hom alt die woild 
aOlows to be so roaeh your betters."'*— •** By my troth,^ 
•said ihe b^e, ^ ^ tMnapSffnoii wffi amount to I rery 
goad jestj; and yoti wHI do me a fttvour to let me know 
the msoDs, Utai aH ^e iroifd is pleased to Use, in 90 
bope^a dkpKte." At this the spider, having swelled 
himadf into the i^ze and posture d" a disputant, began 
his^iulpiiiifeifit kiiliiei true spiiit (^ <»»itrbversy, with reso- 
hiliQii 'to be heartily seaiv3c^i$ and az^ry, to urge on his 
ova reasons^ wilbml &e least regard to the answei^ or 
obfOGtionsisf his opposite; and i&lfy {R'edetermined in 
fais^n^adagtinptatteenvictiim: - 

" Not to disparage myself" said he, *'by the compari- 
^il with 8ux>k % ia8<^ what art jthou bai a vagabond 
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-withottt house or home, -wHhoat stock or iaherituice ? 
bom to no possesdon of yoior own, but a pair of wings and 
a droBe-pipe. Tour HveMhood is a univarsal plunder 
upon nature; a freebooter over fields and gardens; and, 
for the sake of stealing, vill rob a nettle, as easily as a 
Tiolet 'Whereas I am a domestic animal, fonushed 
with a native stock idthin myself. This large castle 
(to show my improvements in the mathematics) is all 
built with my own hands, and the mateiials ^tracted 
altogether out of my own person." 

** I am glad," answered the bee, ** to hear you grant, 
at least, that I am come honestly by my wings and my 
voice : for then, it seems, I am obliged to Heaven alooe 
for my flights and my music ; and Providence would ne- 
ver have bestowed on me two such gUs, without de^n- 
ii^ them for the nol^est ends. I visit hidieed all the 
flowers and biossoms of the field andigarden ; but what- 
ever I collect thence, enridies myself, without the lesst 
injury to theii- beauty, their smell, or Aeir taste. Now, 
for you and your skill in architecture, and other mathe- 
matics, i have little to say : in that building of yours 
there might,' for aught I know, have been labour and me- 
thod enoug}i ; but by woful experience for us both, it is 
too plain, the materials are naught ; and I hope you will 
henceforth take warnings and consider duration and mat- 
ter, as well as method and art. Tou boast indeed of 
being obliged to no other Creature, but of drawing and 
q^inning out all frcmi yourself; that is to say, if we may 
judge of the liquor in the vessel, by what issues out, you 
possess ft good plentiful store of dirt and p<nson in your 
breast ; an^ though I would by no means lessen or dis- 
I^rage your genuine stock of either, yet, I doubt you 
are somewhat obliged for an. increase o^both, to a little 
foieigD assistance^ Your inherent' portion of dirt does 
not fail of acquisitions, by sweepings exhaled from be- 
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hyw.;jm!iq>jm ios^ifyamiim youwithashare o{{ida<») 
to dedUtyy. anotb^r. ; S«i. thi8^> in short, the question 
CQB^,sJl' to tU^; whethar is the oob^r being of the 
twoy^ that; vMch, by a. lazy coiitem{^ationof four inches 
roupdy.by s^ overweening pride, feeding and engender- 
ing ^p itself, turns all into excrement and Tenoni, pro- 
ducing nothing at all^ bi4. flybaue and a cobweb : or that 
whi^, bj, a utfiyersal range, with long search, much stu<* 
dy, true j^dgm^nt, and distinction of things, bris^ home 
honey and wax," 

Tbis d^putie was managed with such eagerness, ela^ 
maU9^ ^d warmth, that the two parttesof books, in arms 
bel<9?, ^ood sUent awhile, waiting in suspense what 
wQuldt be.the issue; which was not long undetermined : 
A>r t^^bee, grpwn impatient at so much loss of ^me, fled 
st^'ioglit 9y[&j to a. bed of roses, without lookuig for a re^ 
ply: and left the spider, like an orator coltected in him- 
self .an(] juat.prepared to burst out. 

Jt bappeued upon this emergency, that ^sop broke 
Silence first. He had been of late knost barbarously 
treated by & strange effect of the Regent's hUmanityy 
whofhad tpm off his title-page, sorely defooed o^ 
half of his leaves, and chained him fast among a shelf 
of modernsi; where soon discovering how bigh the quar- 
rel wa^ Ukelj to proceed, he tri^ ^U his urts, and turn- 
ed biwelf to a thousaDd forms. At length in the bor? 
rowed shape of an ;ass, the Regent nustook Inm for a 
modern; by which means he had time and opportunity 
to e^cape to the ancients^ just when the spider and the 
hee were euteripg into their contest ; to which be gave 
his attention with a world of pleasure ; and when it wa« 
ended, swore, in the loudest key, ^' that in all Ins life, he 

'* It ought to be—' which is the nobler being of the two," &c S. 
f Beatles, wbo denied the aatiquity of .^Jeop. See note, p.. 
209. H. ,. . * 
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Iiad liefer kiKMm two eases m paiattel, and adajpt * to 
each other, as tibat ia the window, and thk iqMQ the 
ihdves. The ctisputants," said be, '^ have admsrably 
managed the dispute between thein, hare taken in the 
iallatrei^[th of all tiiat is to be said on both sides, and 
^chausted the snbstanee of every arguini^t jtto and em- 
it u but to adjust ^ reasonii^ of both to the ptesent 
qnarrei, then to conqpareand apply the labours and firuitj^ 
of each, as the bee ^haa leamecfly deduced ^m ; atid 
we shall find the conclusion fall plain and dose ^pon 
tiie modems and us. For, pray, gentlemen, was ever 
any thing so modem as the spider In ^s air, his tsB^ 
and his paradoxes? He argpiesin the belMilf of you his 
brethren, and hima^, with many boasts^ of ins native 
stod^ and great gemus; that he fsfms and spits wfao9y 
ffom himself, and scorns to^wn any oMigatlon or asnst- 
fluce from without. Then he displays to you his great 
skill in architecture, and improvement in the maHiema- 
tics. To all this, the bee^ 4ui an advocate retsaned by 
us the undeats, thinks^t to answer; tibnit If one may 
judge <tf the p«at genius or inventions of "die modems, by 
what they have produced, you wfii hardly have counte- 
nance to bear you out, in boasting of either. Erect yoor 
sdiemes with as much method and skill as you please ; yet 
if the mateiiails be nothing but dirt, spun out (rfyomr otrn 
entrap (the guts of modem brains) the ed^ce will con- 
clude at last in a cobweb; the dmration of wMcb, like 
that of olJier spiders' webs, may be imputed to their being 
forgotten, or neglected, <»* Md in a comer. For, any thing 
else of genuine <hat the moderns may pretend to, I can- 
not recollect ; unless it be a large vein of ^i^rai^;ling and 
satire, much of a mfture and substance with the spider's 

* There Is np soch word in £!agliih,M *ik^ uted actjectiir^; it 
should be tbepartidiile, * adapted.' & 
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{wuoq; trliich, however they pietend to spit wholly out 
of themselTes, is improved by the same arts, by feeding 
upcm the insects and vennin of the age« As for us the 
ancients, we are content, with the bee, to pretend to no- 
thing of our own, beyond our wings and our voice : that 
is to say, our flights and our language. For the rest, 
whatever we have got, has been by infinite labour and 
search, and ranging through every comer of nature ; the 
difference is, that instead of dirt and poison, we have ra- 
ther chosen to fill our hives with honey and wax; thus 
fumishiiig mankind with the two noblest of thin^ which 
are sweetness and light." 

It is wonderful to conceive the tumvdt arisen among 
the books, upcm the close of this long descant of .^sop : 
both parties took the hint, and heightened their* animod- 
ties so on.a sudden, tblt they resolved it should come to 
a battle. JnuDediately the two main bodies withdrew, 
iHider their several ensjgns, to the farther parts of the li- 
(may, and there entered into cabals, .and consults upon 
the .present emeigency. The. moderns were in very 
warm debates npoa the choice of their leaders; and no- 
thing less than the fear impending from their enemies^ 
co^Id have kept them from mutinies, upon this occasion* 
The difi^nce was greatest amoi^ the horse, where eve^ 
ry pdyaVs trooper pretended to the chief command, frook 
TasBO and MiltiMi, to Diyden and Withers. The light- 
.horse were commanded by Cowley and Despreaux.^ 
Tb^e tame the bowmen under their valiant leaders^ 
I}e^ Cartes, Gassendi, and Hobbes; whose strength was 
fiucb, th&t they could shoot their arrows beyond the at- 
moq>here, never to fall down again, but turn, like that of 
Evander into meteors, or Uke the cannon-ball into stars. 
Paracelsus brought a squadron of stink-pot-flingers, firom 

* More coaii]ioiil7 lawwaby the. nun* of Boileau. K. 
TOL. III. K 
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(he 8DOW7 tnountsdos of Ahtttia. Tbere came a -ynii 
body of dragoons, of different natioEu, under the leading 
of Harvejy* their great aga : part armed with sitfaes, 
the wei^uB of death ; part iridi lances and long l^nireii 
all steeped in poison ; part shot bullets of a most malig- 
nant nature, and used white powder, which infsdlifoly' 
killed without report There came several bodies of 
heavj-armed foot, all mercenaries, under the ennlgns of 
thiicciardini, Davila, Foljdore Virgil, Buchanan, Ma- 
riana, Camden, and others. The engineens were eom^ 
manded by Regiomontanus, and Wilkins. The rest 
was a confused multitude, led bjr Scotns, Aquinas, and 
Bellarmine; of mighty bulk and stature, but without 
either arms^ <oyirage, or discipline, in ibe last -place, 
came infinite swarms of calcnes;^ a disorderly rout led 
shy L'Estrange; rogues and raggamuffins, that follow 
the camp fornotlung but the {^hinder: all without coat^ 
tocoverthem^ . 

The army of A^ andents was much fewer in aomber; 
Homer led the bovse, and Pipdar the l^ht-horse; 'EascM 
was chief engineer; Tlato and Ari^tle comoranded the 
howmen; Herodotus and livy the foot; Hippocnttes 
the dragoons; the allies, led by YoaAm and T^ple, 
brought up the rear. 

All things Tiolently tending to a deciidve Imftle, Fam^ 
who much firequented, and had a latge apairtment fa^ 

• Doctor fianre}r, < 1^0 iiicomnd tiie drcnlattoD et the l)looa, a 
^Kfprety modi indrted on by the advocates lor the modecDf, aad 
eicepted against, as fojse, by Sir William Temple* fi« 

f BycaHxngtiiis disorderly rout eoiones, the autliorpoiBieboth hi« 
'tfttire and oostempi against ail sorts of mereeaaiy serxbblersi, who 
vrile a» they are commanded by tile leaders and patrons of jeditiOB« 
fiusUon, corruption, and every evil work ; they are styled ealonu, b^ 
caitfe they are the meanest and most despicable <tf all wrUort; U 
the edo9iks^ whether belonging to the army, or private i^m jU ^a ^ were 
tlieaie^aestof aU^veaoF servants whaisoe^rer. H. 

4 Theiaare pamphlets which are aot bound or cov^ ed. A 
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metlf aan^^her in the Begal Libraiy, 9fiA up strai^t 
to Jupj^, i0 mbom Ae delireied a l^itbhl account of 
all that passed between the two parties below; £mr, 
among the goda, she .always tells tnith. JTove, in 
gpreat concenii, convokes a coiindl in the ndHcy waf • 
The senate assemMed, he declares the occasion .of eon^ 
Tening them.; a bloodj .brittle jufit impendent between 
two mighty ai^fflies of apcient apd modem creatures, 
called boo^s, wheseiu the celestial interest was but too 
jdeeplj concerned. Momus, the patron of the modems, 
ma^e sm excellent ^peedi in their favour, which was an- 
swered by Pallas, the protectress ^f the ancients. The 
.assembly was divi^e<} in their affections; when Jupiter 
commi^nded the book of fate to be laid before him. Im- 
mediatdy were brou^t by Meicury three Jar^ vo- 
lumes in iolio, contidning memoirs of all things past, 
present, and to come. The clasps were of silver double 
g^ilt; the covers.of celestial turkey-leather; and the pa- 
per such as here on earth might pass almost for vellum. 
Jupiter, having silently read the decree, would commu- 
nicate the import to none, but |>resent]y shut up die 
book. 

Without the doors of diis as8end>ly, there attended a 
vast number of lig^t, nimble gods, menial servants to 
Jupiter : these are hb mioisteriog instruments in all af- 
fairs below. The7 travel in a caravan, more or less to- 
gether, and are fastened to each other, li^e a link of ga(> 
ley-slaves, by a light chain, which passes from them to 
Jupiter's great toe : and yet, in receiving or delivering 
a message, they may never approach above the lowest 
step of his throne, where be and they whisper to emM 
other, through a large hollow trunk. These deities are 
called by mortal men, accidents, or events; but Ute gods 
call them second causes. Jupiter having delivered hp 
messagq to « oertaui Dumber of these divimtieSp thegr 
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flew immediately down to the piimacle of tbe regal Ji- 
bi-aiy, and consulting a few minutes, ^tered uDSBeD, and 
disposed the parties according to their orders. 

Mean while Momus, fearitig the w(»Bt, and calfii^ to 
mind an andent prophecy, whkh bore no very good face 
to his children the moderns, bent his flight to the region 
of a malignant deity, called Criticism. She dwelt on 
|he top of a snowy mountain in Nova^ZemUa; there 
Momus found her extended in her den, upon the spoils 
of numberless volumes, half devoured. Ai her. right- 
hand sat Ignorance, her father and husband, blind with 
age ; at her left, PHde, her mother, dresdng her up in 
the scraps of paper henself had torn. There was Opi> 
nioQ, her sister, light of foot, hood-winked, and head- 
strong, yet giddy, and perpetually turning. About her 
played her children, Noise and Itnpudence, Dulness and 
Vanity, Positiveness, Pedantry, and Ill-manners. • The 
goddess herself had claws like a cat 9 her head, and 
ears, and voice, resembled those of an ass : her teeth 
fallen out before, her eyes turned inward, as if i^e look- 
ed only upon herself; her diet was the overflowing of 
her own gall; her spleen was so large, as to stand pro- 
minent, like a dug of the fii*st rate, nor wanted excres- 
cences in form of teats, at which a crew of i^ly labn- 
sters were greedily sucking ; and, what is wonde^l to 
conceive, the bulk of spleen increased faster than the 
sucking could diminish it. " Goddess,'' said Momusi 
" can you sit idly here, while our devout worshippers, 
the moderns, are this minute entering into a cruel battle, 
and perhaps now lying under the Swords of Uieh* ene- 
mies ; who then hereafter will ever sacrifice, or build al- 
tars to our divinities ? Haste therefore to the British 
isle, and, if possible,' prevent their destruction ; while I 
make factions among the gods, and gain them over to our 
party." 
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- MoQHis faaviiig thus deliTored himself staid not for an 
am ver, but left the goddess to her owb resentment.. Up 
she rose in a rc^ and, as it is the fonn upon such occa- 
slonsi be^an a soliloquy. '^ It is I," said she, ^ who give 
iHsdcwd to infants and idiots ; by me, children grow wiser 
than their parents; by me, beaux become politicians, and 
sehootbeys judges of {AOosophy ; by me, sophisters de« 
bate, and conclude upon the depths of knowledge ; and 
€Q£fee4iot»e wits,-instinctby me, can correct an authm-% 
style, and display his minutest ^rors,^ without under- 
standifig a syllable^of his matter, oralis language ; by me 
striplings spend their judgment, as they do their estate, 
before it comes into their hands. It is I, who have depc* 
sed wit and knowle^e from their empire over poetry, acd 
advanced myself in their stead. And sha^l a few up- 
start aiicients dare to oppose me ? but come my aged pa- 
rent, and you my children dear, and thou my beauteous 
dster; let us ascend my chariot, and haste to assist our 
devout modems, who are now sacrificing to us 9, heca- 
tomb, as I percieve by that grateful smell, which from 
dience reaches my nostrils.? 

The goddess, and her train, having mounted the cha^ 
riot, which was dbrawn by. tame geese, flew over infinite 
regions, shedding her influence in due places, till at length 
she arrived at her befoved island of Britain : but in hover- 
ing ovjer its metropolis, what blessiiigs did she not let fall, 
upon her seminaries of Gresliam and Covent-Garden ?* 
And now, she reached the fatal plain of St. James's Ld- 
brary, at what time the two armies were upon the point 
to engage; where, entering with all her caravan un- 
seen, and landing upon a case of shelves, now desert, but 
once inhabited by a colony of virtuosos, she staid a wbfle 
to observe the posture of both armies* 

* See the notes, p. 68. H. - 
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Bb^ hert the tender earesef aniotii^ begab Infill ht^ 
ikkia^titB, aod mcnre in het bteast : for, at the head <if a 
liwp of modem bofranenr A^ cast her ejrea ifpw 
Woiton ; to whom the Fates had flBB^oed a ^^i^ abort 
thread: Wottoo, a young faeko, vhom aa unkaowa fe- 
thcr, of mortal race, begot by nMea endiMraioca wkh tfaia 
foddeflB. He was the daiiii^ of faiaroothmr above bH h&t 
x^bildrei^ and she resolved to go aod emB&rt hhHi. BvA 
iMi according to the good dldciutoni of deitiee, sbe eaat 
about to^ change her shape, for fear the divkaty of hm 
couQtexianceiiiJ^t daaale hkiiMHrtdd »edht« and overehaige 
ibe-restof his sensei. She, thetrfore, gathered up her per» 
mm into an octavo compass : h^ bod^ grew white an^ 
Md, and^htin^eces WithdiynesB; the thidt tmiieft 
into paste^board, and the tliin into i^aper;i^pon which her 
parents and children artfiilly strewed a black juice^ or 
decoction of gall and soot, in fimn of lett^v: her head^ 
ai»l voice, and spleoi, kept their pHdAive farm; ai«i 
that, which before was a cover of ddji, did stiB coi^ 
(kiueso. In this guise she ttartfaed on towardR die m<^ 
dems, undistinguishable in shape and dress from the dt 
vine Bentley, Wotton's dearest friend. ^ Brave Wot- 
ton,*' fpid ^e goddess, ''wh7 do oor tr«^ stand Mb 
hiere^ io spend their present vi^mr, and opporUBo^ <^ 
the day ? Away, let us haste to the geu^rahb and advise 
to ipive the onset iamiediately." Hieving spoke tbus) 
she todL the ugliest of her monsters, fuE glutted from her 
spleen, and,flung it iiiviaUiily into his mouth, irUcb, J^. 
tp^ straight up into his head, squeessed out his ^e-halli^ 
gave him a distorted look, and half overturned his brains 
Then she piivately ordered two oS her beloved dbdldren) 
Bulness and Ill-manners, closely to attend his person in 
an encounters. Having thus accoutred Inm she vanish' 
ed in a mist,, and the hero perceived it ivas the goddess 
his mother. 
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Tliedesfcbed hour <rf fate beiogofw amTed, thefi^t 
began; whereof before I dwre adveotuTe to make a |Mar» 
ifcular desc^ptioii, I nra^t, after the exaosple of other, an* 
thois, feUtimi &r a bmdred tongues, and raouihs^ and 
JiaiidB» and pent; ivhkh would all be too little, to per« 
ferm 80 immeoae a worfc. Say goddess, that presidort 
OFer Hi0t(»7, who it was that first advanced in the field 
of battle. ParaeekiiSy' at the head of hk^pagoonis ob- 
iKTving Oalen in the adverse wiqg» darted Us javeHa 
with a might J force, which the l»aye ancient received 
vpon his dneld, the point breaking in the second fold* 

♦ • * • * Hkpmm 
•♦•♦♦* desmt. 
They bm^e the wounded aga^ on their shields to his 

Aarbt * ^ * ♦ ^ 

,♦. ^ # # * * 

JOesuni .# # -« « » « 

mmudiA * ♦ * * * ♦ 

• «*»*« 

Then Aristotle, obs^pviag Bacon advance with a fu- 
rious mien, drew his bow to the head, and let fly hisar- 
row, which nnssed the vdta&t modern, and weal wh9 
^ng over his head; butj^Des Cartes it hit; the steel 
point qoackly found a defect in Us headpiece ; it pi^-c- 
' ed the leatl^^ and the paHe4xMird, and went in at Ina 
i4ght-eye. The torture of the psdn whirled the valiant 
bowman round, till death, like a star of mpeiiixr iaflu* 
enee, drew him into his own vortex. » ♦ * 
likens hkOus ♦ * » » ♦ 

hieinMS. ♦ » * ♦ • 

* * when Homer appeai-ed at the head of the 

f Doctor Harvey. It was not thought proper to name his antago« 
nisttbut only to intimate, that he was wounded ;^Gther moderns 
are spared by the hiatus tiiat follows^ probably for sia^iar z^ft - 
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earvhjy mounted on a furious hcnrse, with difficulty maiar- 
aged hj the rider himself, but which no other mortal 
durst approach ; he rode among the enemy's ranks, and 
bore down all before him. Say, goddess, whom he slew 
ftret, and whom he slew last. First, Gondibert* ad- 
vanced against him, clad in heavy armour, and mounted 
on a staid sober gelding, not so famed for his speed, as 
his docility in kneeling, whenever his rider would mount 
or alight. He made a vow to Pallas, "that he would 
nevfe" leave the' field, till he had spoiled Homer of his 
armour." Madman, who had never once seen the*wesC!v- 
er, nor understood his strength ! Him Homer bve'r- 
threw horse and man to the ground, there to be tram- 
pled and choked in the dirt. Then, with a long spear, 
he slew Denham, a stout modem, who from his father'sf 
side derived his lineage from Apollo, but his mother 
was of mortal race. He fell, and Mt the earth. The 
celestial part Apollo took, and madelt a star; but the^ 
terrestriad lay wallowing upon the ground. Then 
^omer slew Sam Wesley,^ with a kick of his horse's 
heel; he took Perrault by mighty force out of his sad- 
dle, then hurled him at FonteneOe, with the same blow 
dashing out both their brains. # 

On the left wing of the horse, Virgil appeared in 
shining ai-mour, completely fitted to his bod^: he was 
mounted on a dapple-grey steed, the slowness of whose' 
pace was an effisct of the highest mettle and vigour. 
He cast his eye on the adverse wing, with a desire to 
find an^object worthy of his valour, when behold upon a 

* Sir William Davenant. MS. Pate. 

f Sir John Denhaoi's poems are very unequal, extremely good, 
and very indiflferent ; so that his detract<»rs said, he wits not the 
real author of Cooper's Hill. See ** The Sessicm af th« Poets,*' in 
Dryden's Miscellanies. H. 

t Sam Wesley, with contempt MS* PaU. 
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Botrel geldiog of a moHstroos size, s^peared a foie, issu- 
iog from among ttie thickest of the enemy's squadrons ; 
but his speed was less than lus noise ; for his horse, old 
and lean, spent the dregs of his strengdi in a high trot, 
which, though it made slow advances, yet caused a loud 
cHriiing of his aimour, terrible to hear. The two cava- 
liers had now approached within the throw of a lance, 
when the stranget desired a parley, and lifting up the 
vizor of his helmet, a face hardly appeared from within, 
which^ after 'a pause, was known for that of the renowned 
Dryden. The brave ancient suddenly started, as one 
possessed with surprise and disappointment together: 
for the helmet was nine times too large for the head, 
which appeared situate far in the hinder part, even like 
the lady in a lobster, or like a mouse under a canopy of 
state, or like a shrivelled beau, from within the pentr 
house of a modern periwig : and the voice was suited . 
to the visage, sounding weak and remote. Dryden, in 
a long harangue, soothed up the good ancient, called 
him FcUher ; and, by a large deduction of genealogies, 
tnade it plainly appear, that they were nearly related. 
Then he humbly proposed an exchange of armour, as a 
lasting mark of hospitalit jj^between them. Virgil con- 
sented (for the goddess Diifidence came unseen, and cast 
a mist befqg^ his eyes) though his was of gold* and cost 
a hundred beeves, the other's but of rusty iron. However, 
this glittering armour became the modern yet worse 
than his own. Then they agreed to exchange horses;' 
but, when it came to the trial, Dryden was afraid, and 
utterly unable to mount * ♦ # ♦ 

* * * * ^ * Alter Matus 

****** mMS. 
% * * * - f # 

* SeeHomerr OrigimaU 

k2 
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Lucao lypenred Ujpoa a 6ery botae of ^idadralbilfe 
flhape^ but iieadnitioBg, bearing the rider where be fist 
over the field; he made a m^ty dandier amoi^ the 
cneBiy'a hone; which destructioD to 8top» Blackmore» a 
fiunoos iDodem (but ooe of the meroeoaries) strejmouslj 
<qpposed hunsel^ and darted his javelin with a 8tioi% 
luttd, vhich, felUDg flbcNTt of its mark, struck deep ia the 
earth* Then JLucan threw a lauce; but ifisoilapiiis 
eooie unseen, and turned off the point ^ Brave mo- 
dem," said Luoan, " I jperceivc some God protects you,* 
tor never did mj arm so deceive me before: but what 
mortal can contend with a God ? therefore, let us fight no 
longer, but present gifts to each oth^." Lucan then be- 
stowed the modem a pair of qpurs, and Blackmore gave 
Lucan a bridle. * ♦ # • • 

Pau€ad6* • • ♦ . ♦ « ♦ 

Wtf. • ♦ # ♦ % # 

Creech : but the goddess Dulness took a cloud, formed 
into the shape of Horace, armed and mounted, and pl»* 
ced in a flying posture before him. Glad was the cavalier 
to begin z, combat with a flying foe, and {mrsued the 
image, threatening loud ,* tOj^at last it led him to the 
'peaceful bow^ of his father Ogleby, by whom he was 
disarmed, and assigned to his repose. ^ 

Then Pindar slew ^ and -, and Oldham, and 

— "— , and Afiraf the Amazon, light of foot; nev«r ad- 
vancing in a direct line, but wheeling with incredible 
a^tity and force, he made a terrible slaughter amoag^ 
enemy's light hoi«e. Him when Cowley observed^ hb 
generous heart burnt within him, and he advanced 
against tfae^fieroe ancient. Imitating his address, his pa«^, 

^ His skill 00 a ph^ucian atoned kit Ill's dulness as a poet H. 
f Mri. Afra fi^, dixthor o^^aD7i»Iajf8, imvclvaod posms.. H. 
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and career, as irell aa tb^ vigour of liis harse, and bb 
oim skill would aQo^r. When the two cairaiiers had ap- 
proached within the length of three javelins, frst Cow* 
le^ threw a lance, which sunied Pindar, and pasoi]^ into 
the enemy's ranks, fell indfectual to the ground. Thea 
J^dar darted a javelin so large and weighty, that scarce 
^n;cavali»s, as cavaliers are in our d^enerate 
M raise it fiwm the ground ; yet he threw it with 
i^anpit went by an unerring hand, singing through 
■^b«tiiir; nor could the modern have avoided present 

. de^h^ if^e had not luckily opposed the shield, that bad 
been given him by Venus.* And now, both heroes drew 
tfaieur swords, but the modem was so aghast and disordered 
tJiAtlie^^ k^ not where he was; his shield dropped from 

-^il^b^nj^; thrice he fled, and thrice he could not escape ; 

'^t^^ilist'P^e turned, and lifting up his hand in the posture of 

' a t^H^^^ : '* Godlike Pindar," said he, "spare my life, 
d^nd possess my horse with these arms, beside the ransom,. 
wt^h tty friends will give, when th^ hear I am alive, 
and :^i(to prisoner." " Bog," said Pindar, " let your 
]>an8(^ sC^ with your friends ; but your carcass shall be 
left^l^^e fowls of the air, and the bes^s of the field." 
Witl^l^t, he raised his swotd, and with a mighty stroke 
el4ftP^;%retched modem in twain, the sword pui'suing 
thejpo^l^ aii one half lay panting on the ground to be- 
trod|]i^]^j&bes by the horses' feet ; the other half was borne 
by "tibD^l^^ted steed through the field. This Yenust 

i i cT&'i^^approve the au^or^s judgment in this, for I ihmk. Cow- 
feyVPi^jtericB are much preferable to his Mistrese. It may ^owever 
Be eoQSJ^er^d, that Cowley^s Pindaries were but copies, ot whiq^ 
fiiiMdt^^jW^i the original^ before Pindar^ therefore, his Piodariqi- 
taght^H and his Mistress b» preserved as properly his own. H. — 
It max'^e observed, in defence of Dr. Ha wkeswortb^s judgment co»> 
^^nin^vCowley, that it agrees with that of Mr. Drydeo, who m^y^ 
^ If I m^be pardoned for lo bold a truth, Mr.. QawltyhMtof^ltA 
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took, washed it seven times in* ambrodfa, thea struck it 
thrice with a sprig of amaranth ; upon which, the lealbar 
gi:ew round and soft, and the leaves turned into fejjthers, 
and being gilded before, continued gilded still : so it be- 
came a dove, and she harnessed it to her chariot. 
***** Hiatus valde de^ 
* * * * * pndusinM^^,. 



THB EPISODE OP EENTLEY AND WOTTON.* 

Daj being far* spent, and the numerous forces^ of the 
moderns half inclining to a retreat, there issued forth 
from a squadron of their heavy armed foot, a captain, 
whose name was Bentle}-, the most deformed of all the 
moderns; tall, but without shape or comeliness; large, 
but without strength or proportion. His armotu- was 
patched up of a thousand incoherent pieces; and the 
sound of it, as he marched, was loud and dry, like that 
made by the fall of a sheet of lead, which an Etesian 
windf blows suddenly down, from the roof of some stee- 
ple. His helmet was of old rusty iron, but the vizor 
was brcffis ; which, tainted by his breath, corrupted into 
copperas, nor wanted gall from the same fountain; so 
that, whenever provoked by anger or laSoiu-, an atra- 
mentous quality of most malignant nstture was seen to 
distil from his lips. In his r^ht hand he grasped a flaiL 

bim (Pindar) to a fault ; so great a one, in my opinion, that it tlirowg 
bis Mistress infinitely below his Pindariques, and his latter composi- 
tions, which are undoubtedly the best of his Poems^ and the most cor- 
rect. »• Preface to Juvenal, Dryden's Works, vol. III. p. 162. N. 

* As the acconot of the Battle of the Books, is an allcgorica] repie- 
•entation of Sir William Templets essay, in which the anci^^hts §re 
opposed to the modems, the account of Bentley and Wotton is called 
an episode, and their intrusion represented as an under action. H. 

f fiei^ley against Bqyie. MS^ Paie. 
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and (fhat he might never be unprovided of an offensive 
weapon) a vessel full of wdure in his left.* Thus c«n- 
pletely armed, he advanced with a slow and heavy pace 
where the modern chiefs were holdinjg a consult upon the 
sum of things; who, as he came onwards, laughed to be- 
hold his crooked leg, and hump shoulder, which his boot 
and armour vainly endeavouring to hide, were forced to 
comply with, and expose. The generals made use of him 
for his talent of railing; which, kept within government, 
proved frequently of great service to their cauae, but at 
other times did more mischief than good ; for at the least 
touch of oflfence, and often without any at all, he would* 
like a wounded ekphant, conveil it against his leaders. 
Such at this juncture was the disposition of Bentley, 
grieved to see the enemy prevail, and dissatisfied with 
every body's conduct but his own. He humbly gave the 
modern generals to understand, ^ that he conceived, with 
great submission, they were all a pack of rogues, and 
fools, and sons of whores, and d n'd cowards, and con- 
founded loggerheads^ and illiterate whelps, and nonsensi- 
cal scoundrels ; that if himself had been constituted gene- 
ral, those presumptuous dogs,f the ancients, would long 
before this have been beaten out of the field. YoUy * 
said he, *' sit here idle ; but when I, or any other valiant 
modem, kilfan enemy, you are sure to seize the spoil. 
But I will not march one foot agamst the foe, till you all 
swear to me, that whomever I take or kill, his arms I 
shall c[uietly possess." Bentley having spoken thus, 
Scaliger bestowing him a isour look : " Miscreant prater,'* 
said he, " eloquent only in thine own eyes, thou ndlest 
without wit, or truth, or discretion. The malignity of 
thy tamper perverteth nature, thy learning makes thee 

♦ The person here spoken of, is famous for letting fly at every body 
without distinction, and using mean and foul scurrilities. Wotton. 
t See Homer de Thersitc. OH^inaL 
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more baibaroos^ thj study of homaoity more ii^mmtt; 
tfay eoavene among poets more groveling, mi^, and didL 
All arts of civiHziog others, render thee rude and im- 
tractable; courts have taught thee 10 manners, and po- 
lite conversation has finished thee a pedant. Besides, a 
greater coward bnrdeneth not the armj. But seTer de- 
spond; I pass my word, whatever spoil thou takest, 
shall certainly be thy own ; though, I hope, that viTe car- 
cass will first i)ecome a prey to kites and worros.'^ 

Bentley durst not reply ; but, half choked with spleen 
and rage, withdrew in fall i-esolution of performing some 
great addevement. With him, for his cad and compar 
Dion, he took his beloved Wotton; resolving, by policy 
or surprise, to attempt some neglected quarter of the an^ 
cients' army. They began their march over carcasses of 
th^ slaughtered friends ; then to the right -of- their ow& 
fbrces; then wheeled northward, till they came to AldnK 
vaadus's tomb, whidi they pissed on the side of the de* 
oHoing sun. And now they arrived with fear toward the 
CDeny's out-guards; looking abo^t, if haply th€y might 
jspy the quarters of the wounded, or some straggliDg 
sleepers, uns^med, and remote fi-om the rest As when 
two mon^l curs, whom native greediness and domestic 
wsmt provoke and join in partnership, though fearful^ 
nightly to invade the folds of some ridi grasuer ; they^ 
with tails depressed, and lolling tongues, areep soft and 
slow : mean wMle the conscious moon, now in her zenith^, 
on their guilty heads darts perpendicular rarps ; nor dare 
they ba^k, though much provoked at her refulgent visage^ . 
whether seen in puddle by reflecdon, or in sphere direct^ 
but one surveys the region round, while the other 6Cout» 
the plaii^ if haply to discover, at distsnce k<m the flock, 
some caincass half devoured, the refuse of gorged wolves 
or ominous ravens. So marched this fovely loving pair 
titrkodfi^ nor with less lear and circumspection;^ when 
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^^Maiice, ibsy might p^rcehre two dimng suiti of «»> 
ffiour haogiog upon as oak, aod the owoen Dot far off in a 
profound sleep. The two fkiends drew lotg, and the pur- 
suiKig <tf this adventure fell to Bentlej^ $ on he vent, and 
iahis van, Confusion and Amaze; while Honor and 
Affiant brought up the rear. As he csuaoie near, bdd4 
two heroes of the ancients^ army, Phalaris and i£sop, Iti" 
fast asleep : Bentley would fain have despatched them 
both, and, stealing close, aimed hb flail at Fhakris's 
l«?ast* But then the goddess Affright interposini^ 
caught the modem in her icy aims, and dragged him from 
die danger she for6»w; both the dormsmt heroes hap> 
pened to turn at &e same instant, though soundly sleeps- 
ing, and busy in a dream, for Phalatis* was justtbat 
mlmite dreaming how a most vile poetaster had lampoon^ 
ed him, and how he had got him roaring in his bulL 
And iiisop dreamed, that, as he and the andent chie& 
were lying on the ground, a wild ass broke loose, nn 
about trampling, and kiddng, and dunging in their faces^ 
Bestley, leaving the two heroes asle^, seized on botb 
their armours, and withdiew in quest of his darling 
WjDtion. 

He in the mean time had wandered lo^g in search 
•f some enteiprise, till at length he arrived at a small 
rivulet, that issued from a fountain hard by, called, in 
the language of mortal men. Helicon. Here be stopped, 
and parched with thirst, resolved to allay it in this lim- 
pid stream. Thrice with profane bands he essayed to> 
raise the water to his lips, and tluice it slipped all tlnroug^ 
Ua fingers. Then he stooped pi*dbe on bis breast, but, 
«re his mouth had kissed the liquid crystal, ApollcitiCaraey 
aod in the channel held his shield betwixt the mpdera'* 



• This 10 aeeordiog to Homer, w1k> tdU Uk dream of fiiose yrhm. 
"Vttc kiSbd in their ileep* H.- 
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and the ibuntaki, so that he drew up itothing but mud. 
For, although no .fountam ou earth caQ compare with 
the clearness of Helicon, yet there ties at bottom a tMck 
sediment of slime and mud : for so Apdlo begged of Ju- 
piter, as a punishment to those, who durst attempt to 
taste it with unhallowed lips, and for a lesson to all, not 
to draw too deep, or far from the spring. 

At the fountain-head Wotton discerned two heroes; 
the ope he could not distinguish, but the other was soon 
known for Temple, general of the allies to the ancients. 
. His back was turned ^ and he was employed in drink- 
ing lai^e draughts in his helmet from the fountain, where 
he had withdrawn himself to rest bqfa the toila of the 
war. Wotton observing him, with quaking knees and 
tiembluig hands spoke thus to himself: ^ O, that I could 
kill this destroyer of our army ; what renown should I 
purchase among the chiefs ! but to issue out against hijos, 
man against man, shield against shield, and lance agaiiisl 
lance,^ what modem of us dare ! for he fights like a 
God, and Pallas ^r Apollo are ever at his elbow. But, 
O, mother! if what fame reports be true, that I am the 
son of so ^eat a godde6s,«.grant me to hit Temple widi 
this lance, that the stroke may send, him to Hell^ and 
that I may return in safety and triumph, laden with hia 
spoils.^' The first part of this prayer, the gods granted 
at the intercession of his mother, and of Morous; but the 
rest, by a perverse wind sent frwn fate, was scattered in 
the air. Then Wotton grasped his lance, and brandidi- ^ 
ing it thrice over his head, darted it with all his mightr 
the goddess his mothet, at the same time, addii^ strength 
to his arm. Away the lance went whizzing, and reached 
even to the belt of the averted ancient, upon which light- 

* *. See Homer. Original, 



,y Google 



THE BATTLE OF TfflE BOOKS. 233 

ff grazing, it fell to the ground. ^Temple neither fdt 
the weapon toudi him, nor heard it fall ; and Wottoii 
might have eiieaped to his arm^, with the honour of haT" 
ing remitted his lance against so great a leader, unre- 
venged; but Apollo, enraged that a jarelin, flung by 
the assistance of so foul a goddess, ^uld pollute his 

fountain, put on the shape of ^ and softly came ta 

young Bt^le, who then accompanied Temple : he point- 
ed first to the lance, then to the distant modern that flung 
it, and commanded the young hero to take immediate 
revenge. Boyle, clad in a suit of armour which had 
been given him by all the gods,* immediately advan- 
ced against the trembling foe, who now fled before him« 
As a young Hon iu' the Libyan plaioa, or Araby desert^ 
sent by his aged sire to hunt for prey, or healthy or 
exercise : he scours along, wishing to meet some t^er 
from the mountains, or aiiuious boar; if chance a wild 
asSj with braymgs Importune, affi-onts his ear, the gene^^ 
rous beast, though loathing to distain his claws with 
blood so vile, yet much provoked at the offensive noise, 
which echo, foolish nymph, like her iU-judgiog sex> 
repeats much louder and with more deUght than Pfat- 
lomela's song^ he vindicates the honour of the forest, 
and hunts the noisy long-ear'd animal. So Wotton 
fled, so Boyie pursued. But Wotton, heavy-armed, 
and slow of foot, began to slack his course ; when his 
loyer Bentley appeared, returning laden with4he spoils 
j£the two sleeping ancients. . Boyle observed him well, 
and soon discovering the helmet and 8hid4 o( Fha- 
laris, his friend, both which he had lately with his 
own hands new polished and gilt; irage sparkled in his 

* Boyle was assisted in this dispute by Dean Aldrich,Dr. Atterbu- 
ry, afterwards bishop of Rochester, and other persons at Oxford, 
celebrated for their genius and their learning, then ealled^the 
€hri8t-Church wits. H. 
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ejres, and )ea¥^ hb purant after Wotton, he finjeittlf 
rmhed od against tfaia new approadieiv Eai» tvcukt 
lie be revenged en both; fatttbedt now fled diflltreot 
waya: and, as a woman in a little houseiy that gets a 
painfal livelihood bj spinning; t if choice her gees^ 
be scattered o'er the c<mimon, she couxaes roimd "At 
plain from side to side, compdiing here and there die 
sCn^eiatothe flock; they cacMe loud^ vad flutter 
o*erthe<;haaq^aign* So Boyle punued, so ftedfliis pair 
(tf friends: finding at length their flight was vaii^ tibej 
bravely joined and drew themselves in phnlanx. Fnei 
Benttey threw a spear with an his force, ho|^ to pierte 
the enemy's breast : but Pallas came unseen, and in the 
ahr took off the poi^ and clapped on one of lead, wUch 
after a dead bang against the enemy's shield, Mi hlnnted 
to the ground. Then Boyle, observing well hia tim^ 
took up a lance of wondrous length and shupness]; and. 
as this pairof frienib compacted stood dose aide to side^ 
he wheeled Urn to the right, and with omunial force, 
darted the weqKH|. Bentle^saw his fate approadi, and 
flanking down his arms dose to his lUis, hoping to save 
his body; in went the point, pasni^ through arm and 
Me, nor stopped, or spent its fince, tin It had ftl8crpiac«<- 
ed the Iraliant Wotton, who goiii^ to sustain bia iywfi 
friend, shared his fate. As when a skiUul cook haa 
trussed a brace of woodcocks^ he, with iron skewer^ 
pierces the tender sides of both, their legs and wings 
dose j^oned to the ribs : so was this pair of friend| 
transfixed, till down they fdl, joined in their lives^ join- 
ed in their deaths; so closely joined, that Charon would 
mistake them both for oi^s, and waft them over Styx for 



f TM g is also after the maimer of Homer : the woman^a getting 
^velihood by f^ianing, has nothing to do irith the dmiUtu^ 
Id be excaiable withoot inch an aathorit/. H^ 
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half )ik faie. Farewell, beloTed^loTs^ pair; few eqaab 
have j€» left behiad: and happy and immoFtal shaQ 
ymi be^ if allmy wit juod eloquence can make yocu 
Aadfiiow *. * * # * 

* ^ # ^ % #' 

* '^ * ' * « 

* » ,# * Bi^mMi^ 
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